
TOWN OF BEECH MOUNTAIN 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

August 25, 2015 

Beech Mountain Town Hall 
 

Members Present: 

Board members in attendance included Andy Porter, John Hoffman, Pete Chamberlin, Max Riley, 

and Mike Chase.  Fire Chief Bob Pudney was also present. 
 

Adoption of Agenda: 

The agenda was adopted as presented at 9:05 AM. 

 

Sign Ordinance Amendments: 

James Scott opened by reviewing that a recent US Supreme Court ruling had substantial impacts 

upon the way in which sign regulations could be administered.  The essence of the ruling was that it 

was an infringement upon 1st Amendment rights for a sign ordinance to be based upon the content 

of a sign.  Areas such as size and appearance could continue to be regulated, but they could not be 

based upon the sign’s message.  Mr. Scott stated that this will greatly affect our ordinance because it 

generally is based upon categorizing signs by their message and then setting forth rules for each 

category.   

 

Presented the Board with a working draft of the Sign Ordinance Amendments.  The board briefly 

talked through some of these items and took their drafts to review in more detail.  They would 

provide Mr. Scott with comments, and he in turn would continue to work on this draft for continued 

discussion. 

 

Burning Ordinance Amendments: 

The proposed amendments would allow open burning in situations where it would comply with 

state law.  In effect, this would enable open burning on larger tracts that could comply with the 

State’s setback requirements.  Mr. Scott discussed how the Town’s ordinance was appropriate for 

residential neighborhoods, but may be unjustifiably strict in regard to large tracts where open 

burning would neither be a nuisance nor a hazard.   

 

John Hoffman discussed whether such an ordinance would favor large landowners vs. small ones.  

Chief Pudney commented that there definitely is a financial advantage to burning debris during land 

clearing operations as compared to the cost of hauling and disposing of such debris.  The advantage 

is significant enough that many developers would be willing to pay any associated fines and 

continue with burning regardless of the ordinance.  Max Riley questioned why the Town of Beech 

Mountain needs a burn ordinance at all if the state’s regulations were adequate.  Chief Pudney 

replied that the Town’s ordinance regulates things that the State law doesn’t cover.  After some 

discussion of the regulations imposed by State law, it was decided that the wording of an 

amendment should refer to the State’s regulations of burning “for land clearing and development”, 
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because these standards contained the restrictions such as setbacks from residential homes (500 ft.) 

that would ensure that such burning only occurred on larger tracts or remote areas and thus did not 

become a nuisance.  It was also discussed that whereas the State law required that a burning permit 

be obtained from a Fire Official, it was important that our ordinance specify that such permits must 

be obtained from the Fire Official of the Town of Beech Mountain. 

 

Sexually Oriented Businesses: 

James Scott discussed that a concern had arisen that the Town lacked sufficient ordinances that 

could appropriately regulate the establishment of sexually oriented businesses that are contrary to 

the Town’s goals of family –friendliness.  He had obtained a copy of an ordinance that Banner Elk 

had adopted on this subject for the board to review and consider.   

 

The Board agreed to review this ordinance and tabled this discussion for future consideration. 

 

Other Business: 

Pete Chamberlin commented that he felt the Board needed to return to its discussion on setting its 

priorities and focusing its strategy.  One of the items that had previously been discussed when the 

Board had discussed priorities was the importance of economic development and the possible 

creation of incentives for businesses.  Pete Chamberlin felt that it was important to support business, 

but he was unsure of what businesses would succeed in Beech Mountain and he was likewise 

unsure of what incentives would be effective.  After some discussion, the board felt that perhaps the 

best course of action would be simply to draft a “resolution of support” for local businesses.  It was 

discussed that such a resolution could be used by the Town’s Tourism and Economic Development 

officer to demonstrate that we are a business-friendly environment when soliciting or competing for 

new businesses. 

 

Adjournment: 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting; motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

      

     James Scott 

     Staff to the Board 

 


