
 

TOWN OF BEECH MOUNTAIN 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2015 

Beech Mountain Town Hall 

 

 

Call to Order: 

Andy Porter called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM.  Other Board Members present were John 

Hoffman, Max Riley, and Pete Chamberlin.   

 

Adoption of Agenda: 

The agenda was adopted as presented. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

John made a motion to approve the December 2014 minutes as presented; Max seconded and was 

carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comment Period: 

There were no public comments. 

 

Accessory Structures: 

James Scott explained that this issue was brought about when a homeowner asked if he could buy 

the lot across the street to build a garage on.  The ordinance prohibits using a lot zoned for a single 

family residence in such a way that an automobile garage was the principal use.  Garages are, of 

course, allowable on a lot where a residence exists as an accessory use.  The homeowner then said 

he would buy the lot for his garage and build a tiny home on the lot to make it compliant.   

 

The intent of the proposed amendments were primarily to ensure that an accessory structure truly 

was accessory to the primary use of the lot.  There were also several proposed changes to the 

formatting of the ordinance.  Mr. Scott also proposed adding a section that assisted with the 

interpretation of whether a structure truly was accessory to the primary structure.   

 

The board was agreeable to the changes proposed, with the exception that after much discussion 

they decided not to include a provision that prohibited accessory structures from being located 

closer to the road than primary structures. 

 

A motion was made to send the proposed amendments (without the provision mentioned above 

regarding accessory structures’ relative location to primary structures) to the Town Council for 

potential adoption.  Said motion was seconded and carried with no objection. 

 

Banners and Temporary Signs: 

Mr. Scott introduced the matter by saying that Banners, Temporary Signs, and Special 

Advertisements are one of the most commonly violated portion of the Town’s Code of Ordinances 

and were a major enforcement issue.  The amendments he proposed were simply intended to add the 

requirement for permits to these signs in order to better track them and to assist in enforcement.  
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There was much discussion about Special Advertisements and whether further changes needed to be 

made to this provision.  Particularly, it was discussed whether what qualifies as a separate 

“business” (and therefore can have another sign) needs to be clarified*.   It also was discussed 

whether the wording needed to express that a separate permit would not be needed for signs that by 

their nature are updated regularly such as Special Advertisements.  (The sentiment of the Board was 

that such language was not necessary because it is obvious that Special Advertisements would be 

changed often and that the permit would apply only to the ability to have such a sign itself, not the 

content of such a sign.) 

 

The Board resolved to approve the amendments that would require permits for Banners and Special 

Advertisements.   

 

Further discussion was necessary on the substance of the regulations themselves, and it was agreed 

that the Board would pursue this matter at another meeting, at which members of Beech Mountain’s 

business community would be solicited for their input. 

 

*(NOTE:  Later research clarified that “business” is already defined in the sign ordinance as “any 

establishment which (i) conducts and maintains a separate and distinct commercial function and (ii) 

maintains a separate and distinct set of financial records for tax purposes.”) 

 

Frozen Lakes and Ponds 

 

The Board moved to approve proposed language that expressly prohibited entering upon frozen 

lakes and ponds.   

 

Electric Fences: 

The Board discussed whether language should be included in the Town Ordinances that expressly 

prohibited electric fences.  This discussion originated several months ago when residents were 

interested in putting up electric fences to protect their yards and gardens from wildlife.  The Board 

was so opposed to that initiative that they wanted to ensure that the ordinance was clear that electric 

fences were not allowed.   

 

Some discussion revealed that the amendment would be better phrased as:  “Above ground electric 

fencing is expressly prohibited, provided that dumpster screening is not considered fencing for the 

purposes of this section.”  

 

Pete Chamberlin voiced his opposition to this amendment and stated that he felt electric fences were 

a good way of deterring wildlife from yards.   

 

Nevertheless, John Hoffman made a motion was made to send the proposed amendment to the 

Town Council for potential adoption.  Said motion was seconded by Max Riley.  The motion passed 

with three in favor, and Pete Chamberlin opposed.   

 

Comprehensive Plan Prioritization: 

James Scott reviewed a project that he hoped would help the Board focus on the big issues that 

faced the Town in order to galvanize their efforts towards making real differences in the community 
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over the long term.  He asked the Board members to review their Comprehensive Plans and then fill 

in the blanks on the sheet, prioritizing various initiatives.  The Board would complete this and be 

prepared to discuss at the next meeting. 

 

Other Business 

James Scott discussed how he had become aware of several discrepancies in the zoning map that he 

hoped to bring to the Board of Adjustment for an interpretation. 

 

Adjournment: 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting; motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

      

 

      

     James Scott 

     Staff to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


