
RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Thursday, April 13 2017 

Beech Mountain Town Hall – 8:30 am 

I. Call to Order – Committee Chairman Mr. Pfohl called to order the regular meeting of the 
Recreation Advisory Committee at 8:30 AM at Town Hall.  Present were Recreation 
Advisory Committee members Fred Pfohl, Gloria Alge, Rory Ellington, Nancy Owen, 
Barbara Piquet, Gil Adams, and Urs Gsteiger. Also present were Sean Royall – Recreation 
Director. 

II. Approval of Minutes – A motion to approve the February 2, 2017 meeting minutes as 
amended was made by Mr. Pfohl, and seconded by Mrs. Piquet. The motion was passed 
unanimously.  

III. Monthly Recreation Report – Mr. Royall presented reports of visitation, income, fitness 
programs and events from February 2017.  

IV. Old Business 
a. Dance Class: Mrs. Piquet requested a change in date from February to March on the 

report. 
V. New Business 

a. Emerald Mountain Outback (EMO) Trail: Mr. Royall presented the idea of utilizing 
trail cameras, designed to detect motion, as viable indicators to improve the 
accurate notification of EMO attendance.  Discussed UTV use and other motorized 
use on the EMO. Mr. Pfohl introduced the discussion of more signage.  

b. Outdoor Programs: Mr. Royall noted that there has been attendance for every 
single program of this April Outdoor Program series. At the time of the meeting, it 
was made aware that a Mr. Jared Ward was currently leading a fishing trip. Mr. 
Royall introduced the involvement of both Mrs. Amanda Smithson and Mr. Luke 
Appling in future Outdoor Programs.  

i. Caravan Hikes: Mr. Pfohl asked if we had looked into doing “off-mountain” 
trips to places such as, Grandfather Mountain. Mr. Royall mentioned that the 
recreation department had discussed it and are looking at ways to introduce 
these trips in the future. The trips could be in association and/or 
cooperation with Mr. Smithson.  

c. Hoppy Easter Party: Appalachian State University (ASU)’s Program Planning class 
will be implementing the Easter event. Highlighted in the discussion, are the 
tenacity of the group’s ability to seek out sponsorships. For example, a reduced price 
in bounce house acquisition. Ice cream vouchers were introduced as sponsorship 
material for attendees. 

d. Cool 5: Mrs. Owen asked if the website had been updated, and if not, requested that 
it be done. Mr. Gsteiger requested a purpose for fundraising this year; to which, Mr. 
Royall suggested ‘Trail Maintenance’. Mr. Ellington suggested the implementation of 
new waste management utilities at Lake Coffey and parking. Reinforced the Taste of 
Beech Italian Dinner, and increasing the price to $7.00. Finding more sponsors was 
discussed.  

e. Visiting a Country without Leaving the Mountain: Mrs. Piquet introduced an event 
inspired by community members’ trips to various parts of the world. The allure for 



adults is to be influenced more heavily, “Adult Programming”. The idea is to be 
world oriented with a specific cuisine influence from each area, as presented in the 
example.  

f. Beech Mountain Enduro Bike Race: Mr. Pfohl introduced discussion on this event. 
Mr. Royall updated the committee on new information such as the date (August 26-
27), resort involvement (Talia Freeman), registration price ($75/$80), and number 
of stages (five).  

g. Hellblazer: Mr. Royall introduced this running race. He followed introduction with a 
brief description and emphasis that the town is not involved with planning or 
financing the race.  

h. Trails: Mr. Royall identified that the town did not receive the pursued Recreation 
Trails Project grant. Brainstorming and critical thinking ensued. Measures 
presented were: having a company such as Destination by Design (Eric Woolridge) 
survey and give suggestions or comments on the project, and pursuance of new 
grants.  
 

VI. Speak Out Session/Miscellaneous 
a. Mr. Pfohl suggested creating a write up for every race offered on the mountain, even 

the ones not managed by any town department. Mr. Pfohl asked of EMO parking, to 
which Mr. Royall mentioned Ryan’s desire for less people to use the summer road. 
Mr. Pfohl brought to attention the Lees McRae service hours program and interest in 
their involvement with the Town of Beech Mountain.  

b. Mrs. Piquet asked of the bricks and sanding process in front of the Recreation 
Center. 

c. Mr. Gsteiger asked of budget questions. Asked of the phases of sled hill funding. Mr. 
Royall commented on a special note for the new equipment and pads – writing 
grants and introducing them into the budget. Mr. Gsteiger suggested pushing back 
some of the requested items on the budget.  

VII. Adjourn 
a. Mrs. Owen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:44am. Mrs. Piquet seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously.  


