
 

 

TOWN OF BEECH MOUNTAIN 

Planning Board Minutes 

July 31, 2018 

Beech Mountain Buckeye Recreation Center 

 

Call to order at 9:00 am 

 

Members Present:  

Board Chairman Pete Chamberlin, John Hoffman, Sandy Carr, Joe Antonell.  Also in attendance were 

Mayor Renee Castiglione, Vice-Mayor Barry Kaufman, and Town Council Member Wendel Sauer. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:  

The agenda was adopted as submitted 

 

Old Business: 

Address Posting Project 

As of now, 500 letters have been stamped and sealed in envelopes to be sent out to properties within 

violation. The remaining letters could not be sent due to lack of envelopes, but should be completed by 

the end of the week. Planning Board member John Hoffman commented that some houses that are in 

violation have not been lived in for years, and asked if in these cases it would be possible for the Town to 

place numbers on their mailboxes and proceed with violation fees. Town Planner Preston Yates 

mentioned that a new survey will need to be done before a formal Notice of Violations is issued.  Board 

member Sandy Carr mentioned that some places on the mountain such as Beech Mountain Club are short 

on or out of brochures for the street numbers campaign; therefore new brochures will be printed and 

distributed soon. 

 

Comprehensive Plan Update 

Board Chairman Pete Chamberlin mentioned that the Plan is at a point where it needs more public input. 

Board Member Carr mentioned that the option to have input on the Public Participation Survey should 

include general community members and younger citizens. A general consensus was reached to send the 

letter out to specific community members and leaders. Another consensus was to post the option to offer 

survey suggestions on the Town website for the general public. The main issue brought up was that the 

initial survey received only about 110 responses from a community of around 2000 residents. The final 

consensus was for every Planning Board member to send their list of particular names to Mr.Yates by 

Wednesday, and to extend the deadline by a few weeks 

 

New Business: 

Sign Ordinance Update Considerations 

The main topic under New Business was consideration of updating and reviewing the Town’s sign 

ordinance regarding Transitional Signage, Sign Twirlers/ Human Signage, Temporary/ Semi-Temporary/ 

Short-Term Signage, and Outdoor Product Display. The main issue for Transitional Signage is that 

majority of people cannot get a sign made that follows regulation in Beech Mountain within the 14-day 

period.  

 

On the issue of Sign Twirlers/ Human Signage, Board Chairman Chamberlin mentioned he was under the 

impression that the Town had done away with this.  Board Member Carr commented that she has no 

problem with sign twirlers helping their business, so long as they are clothed. Member Carr also 

mentioned that a lot of businesses use sign twirling as a means to advertise and draw people in order to 

get a sufficient amount of business in a very sparsely populated Town. 

 



 

 

Regarding Outdoor Product Display, the main action being scrutinized is the placement of items such as 

clothing racks into a pedestrian right-of-way or sidewalk thoroughfare. Board Member Hoffman asked if 

this would also restrict the action of having a yard sale. Mr. Yates mentioned that majority of these 

complaints were in regards to White Wolf Lodge, a local business.  Board Chairman Chamberlin insisted 

that Beech Mountain is a “tourist town” and thrives off the economy that tourism brings to the entire 

Town.  Mr. Yates mentioned that he will bring back regulation suggestions to the next Planning Board 

meeting and the Board may recommend any regulations go forward to Town Council. 

 

Mr. Yates mentioned that the topics regarding signage were mainly due to a “complaint-driven” process 

where violations are only brought up or identified if a complaint is received from a person.  A general 

desire seemingly expressed by the Planning Board members was to find a way where the complaints 

could be investigated before they are officially brought to the Planning Board for review.  There was no 

further business and nothing to report in the Planner’s Report. 

 

Planner’s Report 

There was no further business and nothing to report in the Planner’s Report. 

 

Public Comments 

The floor was opened up to public comments. The first speaker was Larry Watren, owner and business 

person at White Wolf Lodge. He expressed his opinion about the difficulty of any business to thrive on 

Beech Mountain. He explained that he has received many complaints about small issues, such as having a 

bike rack at his place of business, which is essential to his business of bike rentals.  He continued to 

explain how most of his profits come on the weekends; therefore his signage is very important to his 

business in order to make his bills.  He stated that having someone in Wizard of Oz themed clothing 

waving outside his business should not be complained about since it is integral to his business. He has 

taken down Oz signs to comply with sign regulations. 

 

The final public comment was from Erin Gonyea, a new resident of Beech Mountain. Mrs. Gonyea 

introduced herself and expressed happiness with the way the Planning Board is leading planning aspects 

of the Town. She agreed that Beech Mountain is very reliant upon tourism and the ski season and that this 

is important to keep in mind while considering sign violations and how serious they really are.  

 

 Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 am, 07/31/2018 


