
 

 

MINUTES – BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

August 8, 2017 - Page 1 of 9 
 

MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – August 8, 2017 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the 

Beech Mountain Town Council to order at 4:02 p.m., Tuesday, August 8, 2017 

in the Town Hall Council Chambers located at 403 Beech Mountain Parkway 

Beech Mountain North Carolina 28604.  Other Council Members present 

were Paul Piquet, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  Councilman Rick 

Owen was not present.  A quorum was present.  Town Attorney Stacy C. 

Eggers, IV was absent.  Attorney Chris Barnes was present to provide legal 

counsel to the Town Council.  Staff members present included Town Manager 

Tim Holloman, Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance Officer Steve Smith, 

Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, 

Fire Chief Bob Pudney, Police Chief Tim Barnett, Police Sergeant Renee 

Carpenter, Parks and Recreation Director Sean Royall, Building Inspector 

John Merritt, and Tax Administrator Rebecca Ward. 

 

II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 

IV. Adoption of Agenda – Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to approve the 

amended agenda.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote carried 

unanimously.      

 

V. Announcement of Police Captain and Oath of Office – Mayor Miller 

announced that the town’s new Police Captain was Renee Carpenter.  Mayor 

Miller asked Mrs. Carpenter to come forward to be sworn into office.  Mayor 

Miller provided the Oath of Office.  Mrs. Carpenter’s daughter held the bible 

as Mrs. Carpenter took the Oath of Office.  Police Captain Carpenter thanked 

the town for the opportunity to serve in this leadership position in the Police 

Department stating her commitment to the department and the town.  Police 

Chief Tim Barnett stated it was an honor to have Carpenter on board as the 

new Police Captain.     

 

VI. Consent Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Council to take action 

on the consent agenda.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the consent 

agenda.    Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote passed 

unanimously.  The consent agenda was approved as follows with consent 

agenda item ‘c’ attached as Exhibit A, consent agenda item ‘d’ attached as 

Exhibit B, consent agenda item ‘e’ attached as Exhibit C, consent agenda 

item ‘f’ attached as Exhibit D, and consent agenda item ‘g’ attached as 
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Exhibit E.  Exhibits A thru E are incorporated by reference as if fully set out 

within these minutes.  

  

a. July 11, 2017 – Regular Meeting 

b. July 11, 2017 – Closed Session  

c. Avery County Board of Elections Agreement 

d. Budget Amendment #9-2017 

e. 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget Line Item Adjustments – Part III  

f. Budget Amendment #1-2018 

g. 2017 Annual Tax Settlement 
 

VII. Public Comment – Peter Fabri, of 113 Black Birch Lane, informed Council 

that a week ago his wife was on the back deck of their home that is 30’ (feet) 

from the ground when a black bear climbed up on the deck.  Mr. Fabri 

informed Council that they had a previous encounter with a black bear on 

Wild Daisy.  Mr. Fabri stated that he has contacted the State Wildlife 

Biologist for Avery County.  Mr. Fabri requested a meeting with town 

administrators and the North Carolina state Wildlife Biologist to establish 

better policy’s that would assist with deterring bears.  Mayor Miller stated 

that the Town does have policies in place to not feed the bears and has taken 

measures to inform the public.  Barry Kaufman, of 117 Thistle Lane, stated 

that the Parks and Recreation Department conducts classes annually about 

local wildlife and proper interaction with wildlife.   

  

VIII. New Business  

 

a. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – David Poore, PE with 

West Consultants, provided a contract summary update for the Water 

Plant Replacement Project.  Mr. Poore stated that as of August 8, 2017 

the project is day 688 of 560 contract day’s equaling 123% of work 

completion.  Final completion is expected the end of September.  Work is 

completed through pay request 23 equaling 92% of project completion.  

Mr. Poore stated that the filters and downstream piping were disinfected 

on July 31st and samples taken confirming no presence of bacteria.  All 

essential equipment and systems are in place to enable production of 

water.  Startup tasks such as setting chemical feed rates, confirming 

automatic control of valves and pumps, etc. are in progress.  All concrete 

pavement is complete.  Asphalt paving is anticipated to be placed in late 

August.  Cement board siding is in progress, along with final metal trim, 

guttering, cupola, etc.  Work quality is acceptable.  Pay request 23 has 

been submitted in the amount of $94,915.07 and was approved by the 

Engineer.  The next monthly construction progress meeting is scheduled 

for August 15, 2017, 10:30 a.m. at the Buckeye Recreation Center.  

Councilwoman Castiglione questioned the completion of the windows on 
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the building.  Mr. Poore stated that this was moving along and that the 

stone work would follow.  Mayor Miller questioned if the ridge was 

complete and if the Cupula could be put in, and if the cauking was cleaned 

off the roof.  Mr. Poore stated that the ridge is complete and that the 

Cupula was ready to be put in.  Mr. Poore stated that he would need to 

look into the caulking issue.  Mayor Miller announced the Grand Opening 

of the Water Treatment Plant that is scheduled to take place Friday, 

October 6, 2017 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the facility site.  Mayor 

Miller thanked Mr. Poore.   

 

b. Spruce Hollow to Beech Mountain Parkway Project – Public Utilities 

Director Robert Heaton stated that M&M Construction of Banner Elk, 

Inc. has been moving along with the project.  They have put in twenty-

four hydrants.  The project is moving additional water across the 

mountain like it was initially believed that it would.  Mayor Miller stated 

that Moretz is supposed to be up here on the 21st of August to begin 

paving.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated her thanks to the Public 

Utilities Department for assisting with water pressure issues.     

 

c. Buckeye Playground Renovation – Parks and Recreation Director Sean 

Royall informed Council that one of the logs at the playground located at 

Buckeye Recreation Center is in need of repair.  A representative from 

Beanstalk Builders LLC, the company that put the playground in, came 

up to evaluate the log that was decaying and to provide a fix.  When 

performing this work they noticed other logs were deteriorating.  The 

original logs used were hemlock.  The company is recommending using 

locust wood with iron metal sheeting overtop of the logs.  Mr. Royall 

reported to Council that the rope was no longer in compliance and that the 

cost estimate received to complete the necessary work was $28,100.  The 

funded project would provide stronger wood, metal plates to cover the 

wood, and all new ropes.  This would essentially be like purchasing a new 

playground.  Mayor Miller questioned the 1 year warranty in the proposed 

agreement and whether or not the warranty could be strengthened in the 

Town’s favor.  Mr. Royall stated that the new contract before Council has 

been reviewed by Attorney Eggers and that Beanstalk Builders LLC had 

been agreeable to Attorney Eggers proposed amendments to the contract.  

Councilwoman Castiglione questioned if this work could be contracted out.  

Vice Mayor Piquet stated that he was in favor of an extended guarantee or 

putting the project out to bid.  Parks and Recreation Committee member 

Urs Gsteiger stated that the Recreation Committee encouraged staff to 

look into a legal remedy and/or negotiating the price down.  Mr. Royall 

stated that he has looked into costs for a potential playground at the Bark 

Park and has received quotes from other vendors for playgrounds 

constructed of metal and plastic that can still have an outdoor feel.    
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Recreation Committee member Barbara Piquet stated that the Recreation 

Committee was told that the hemlock logs would last a long time.  Mrs. 

Piquet stated it was important to be aware this statement was made by 

Beanstalk Builders LLC.  Councilman Sauer asked if the playground was 

open or closed right now.  Mr. Royall stated that with the temporary fix in 

place to reinforce the wood the playground was open.  Councilwoman 

Castiglione asked if the playground is safe.  Mr. Royall stated that 

Beanstalk states that with the reinforcement in place the playground was 

safe.  Council was not in favor of the current proposed agreement with 

Beanstalk Builders LLC.           

 

d. Budget Amendment #2-108 – Manager Holloman stated that based on 

the Buckeye Playground Renovation project discussion staff was 

withdrawing the request for Council’s consideration for this budget 

amendment.  

 

e. 103 Meadowview Circle – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 

Agreement for 103 Meadowview Circle for additional town parking.  

Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the vote carried 

unanimously.  The 103 Meadowview Circle agreement is attached as 

Exhibit F and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 

minutes.     

 

f. Shane Property Master Plan Authorization of Design Services – 

Manager Holloman stated that Theresa Blackwell was available to attend 

the meeting by conference call if Council desired.  Council did not request 

the conference call.  Mayor Miller asked if staff needed Council to discuss 

naming the park at this point in time.  Manager Holloman recommended 

that Council let the proposed Shane Property Master Plan Ad Hoc 

Committee make a recommendation for the naming of the park.  

Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to authorize the design services of 

Destination by Design for the Shane Property Master Plan project for the 

amount stated in the agenda packet of $14,450.  Vice Mayor Piquet 

seconded the motion, the vote carried unanimously.  Destination by 

Design’s Design Service Proposal for the Shane property is attached as 

Exhibit G and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 

minutes.  

 

g. Shane Property Master Plan Ad Hoc Committee – Mayor Miller 

questioned the appointment of the Committee.  Manager Holloman stated 

that some of the names presented to Council were suggested by Dr. Shane 

and his wife.  Manager Holloman made an additional recommendation 

that the committee have two Recreation Committee members serve.  

Councilwoman Castiglione questioned if other individuals were notified.  
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Manager Holloman stated that this is an Ad Hoc Committee and as such 

not a permanent committee.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 

creation of the Shane Property Master Plan Ad Hoc Committee.  

Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote carried unanimously.  

The Shane Property Master Plan Ad Hoc Committee is attached as 

Exhibit H and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 

minutes.   

 

h. Town Hall Sign – Manager Holloman stated that he was requesting 

Council’s approval to move forward with the Town Hall Sign project.  

Councilwoman Castiglione questioned the cost of the sign.  Manager 

Holloman stated that the sign will cost between $28,000 and $35,000.  

Vice Mayor Piquet stated that Manager Holloman is looking into other 

ways to save money on the project.  Manager Holloman stated that Public 

Works will probably take care of the demolition of the other sign.  

Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to approve Town staff to proceed 

with the project at a cost not to exceed $29,500.  Councilman Sauer 

seconded the motion, the vote carried unanimously.   

 

IX. Town Manager and Staff Reports 

 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Water Treatment Plant Project Completion 

– Manager Holloman stated that the ceremony has been scheduled for 

Friday, October 6, 2017 from 11 am – 1 pm.  Flyers should be out by 

September 8th.  Jennifer, Robert and Rebecca are working on the event    

 

Historical Beech Mountain Sign – Manager Holloman stated that the 

renovation project on the Town’s Historical Beech Mountain Sign began 

Monday.  The Public Works Department was completing the renovation of 

the sign.  Manager Holloman stated that the project should be complete by 

the end of August.   

 

National Night Out on August 1, 2017 – Manager Holloman stated that 

the inaugural National Night Out event had over 100 attendees.  The event 

was so successful that Banner Elk wants to participate next year.  Manager 

Holloman informed Council that there had already been discussion with 

Banner Elk about alternating the location of the event between Beech 

Mountain and Banner Elk.     

 

S-14 Supplement – Manger Holloman stated that Council has before them 

the S-14 Supplement containing legislation approved through February 14, 

2017.  Staff will begin working on the codification process for the S-15 

Supplement in late August.       
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Resurfacing Pine Ridge Road and Bark Park – Manager Holloman 

informed Council that the Pine Ridge Road and the Bark Park would be 

resurfaced at the same time.   

 

Vulcan – Manger Holloman informed Council that staff will be visiting 

Vulcan’s plant to review what type of aggregate mixture used on the Town’s 

gravel roads. 

 

Bark Park – Manger Holloman informed Council that a previous resident of 

the community, Nancy Brunzos, gave the town $4,100 in the donations she 

had been collecting for the Bark Park.     

 

Golf Lane and Hemlock Spur – Manager Holloman informed Council that 

the Beech Mountain Club has requested the town consider turning Golf Lane 

and Hemlock Spur over to them.  Manager Holloman stated that the Beech 

Mountain Club has placed a conditional request that the town pave the roads 

first.  Manager Holloman asked Council if they were interested in seeing this 

item on a future agenda for consideration.  Manager Holloman stated that 

the town was not looking at abandonment.  There was Council consensus for 

further discussion.  Manager Holloman stated that he could work with 

Attorney Eggers on the terms of this transition.  Manager Holloman stated 

that he would follow up with presenting proper due process for this potential 

transition of road way.  Councilman Sauer stated that these two road areas 

were really more like cart paths.     

     

Parking Spaces along Lakeledge Road near Lake Coffey – Manager 

Holloman stated that a meeting was held with Brain Barnes, COO of the 

Beech Mountain Club.  During the meeting discussion was held about the 

possibility of the town partnering with them to add 20 angled parking spaces 

along Lakeledge Road near Lake Coffey.   The proposed share cost was 50/50 

for the engineer, design, and construction to include the fill the area adjacent 

to the road.  The engineering may be as high as $10,000.  Manager Holloman 

informed Council that there is also a possibility that an Environmental 

Impact Study may be required due to the proximity of the Lake and 

additional run off.  Manager Holloman asked if Council was interested in 

seeing this item on a future agenda for consideration.  Councilwoman 

Castiglione stated that we want to keep happiness in the family but was not 

favorable to the 50/50 cost sharing.  Mayor Miller stated that he was 

favorable to contributing a little bit but did not feel favorable right now 

towards funding the project 50/50.  Manager Holloman questioned if Council 

would consider authorizing the engineering work.  Mayor Miller questioned 

the impact study.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated that he was in favor of the Beech 

Mountain Club performing this preliminary work and bringing their request 

back to the Town.  Council consensus was in agreement with Vice Mayor 
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Piquet.  Staff was instructed to communicate back to the Beech Mountain 

Club.   

 

X. Town Council Comments  

 

Summer Camps – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that the Summer 

Camps the Town offered at Buckeye Recreation Center through the Parks 

and Recreation Department had a lot of participation this year.  Parks and 

Recreation Director Sean Royall stated that the camps averaged thirty-two 

participants a day.  Mr. Royall stated that the program will probably have to 

develop a cap on the participation level.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated 

that the offsite activities have been wonderful for the kids that are attending 

these camps.  Councilman Sauer questioned the legal ratio.  Mr. Royall 

stated that the recommended ration for supervision is eight to one, for every 

eight children there should be one supervisor.  Mr. Royall stated that parent 

participation was welcome. 

 

National Night Out – Councilwoman Castiglione thanked Police Chief Tim 

Barnett for initiating the first National Night Out and commended the Police 

Department on their good work.  

 

Board Terms – Councilman Sauer suggested creating a policy to establish 

Board terms and rotating Chairs.  Councilman Sauer asked Council to share 

their thoughts so that staff could move forward with drafting policy for 

Council’s consideration.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that she was 

favorable to looking further into establishing this type of policy.  

Councilwoman Castiglione stated that it is challenging to make decisions to 

pull individuals off Boards to provide an opportunity for new individuals that 

are interested in serving the opportunity to do so.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated 

that if you have good people in place that are doing good work then it is hard 

to pull them off.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated that just a couple of years ago 

Council made some decisions to remove members of the Recreation 

Committee to allow an opportunity for new interested individuals to 

participate.  Mayor Miller stated that there are times that there is no new 

interest in Board participation.  Mayor Miller stated that the Town Council 

appoints the Chair and Vice Chair for the Tourism Development Authority 

Board and that the other Board’s appoint from within.  Mayor Miller stated 

that he was open to further discussion.  Council consensus was for staff to 

proceed.       

 

Police Department – Mayor Miller stated his congratulations to Police 

Chief Tim Barnett and Police Captain Renee Carpenter on their new 

positions with the Beech Mountain Police Department.   
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Mayor Miller stated that Council would take a short break at 5:10 p.m. 

 

XI. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS §143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client 

Matters – At 5:20 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to enter closed session 

pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of discussing 

attorney-client matters, including Town of Beech Mountain v. Genesis 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 

Castiglione and passed unanimously.  Upon motion by Councilman Sauer, 

seconded by Vice Mayor Piquet, the Council voted unanimously to exit closed 

session at 6:08 p.m.  

 

XII. Other Business – There was no other business to discuss. 

 

XIII. Adjourn – At 6:09 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to adjourn, which was 

seconded by Councilman Sauer.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Minutes approved by Town Council on September 12, 2017. 

 

 

 

                         

                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Jennifer L. Broderick, MMC 

Town Clerk  
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ATTACHMENT TO MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – August 8, 2017 
 

 

EXHIBIT A – Avery County Board of Elections Agreement 

EXHIBIT B – Budget Amendment #9-2017 

EXHIBIT C – 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget Line Item Adjustments – Part III 

EXHIBIT D – Budget Amendment #1-2018 

EXHIBIT E – 2017 Annual Tax Settlement  

EXHIBIT F – 103 Meadowview Circle Agreement 

EXHIBIT G – Shane Property Master Plan Authorization of Design Services 

EXHIBIT H – Shane Property Master Plan Ad Hoc Committee 
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