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MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – June 13, 2017 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the 

Beech Mountain Town Council to order at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

in the Town Hall Council Chambers located at 403 Beech Mountain Parkway 

Beech Mountain North Carolina 28604.  Other Council Members present 

were Paul Piquet, Rick Owen, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  A 

quorum was present.  Town Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV was present.  Staff 

members present included Town Manager Tim Holloman, Town Clerk 

Jennifer Broderick, Finance Officer Steve Smith, Public Utilities Director 

Robert Heaton, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, Fire Chief Bob Pudney, 

Interim Police Chief Tim Barnett, Parks and Recreation Director Sean 

Royall, and Tax Administrator Rebecca Ward. 

 

II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 

IV. Adoption of Agenda – Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to approve the 

agenda which was seconded by Councilman Sauer.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

V. Consent Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Council to take action 

on the consent agenda.  Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the consent 

agenda.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion, the vote passed 

unanimously.  The consent agenda was approved as follows with consent 

agenda item ‘c’ attached as Exhibit A, consent agenda item ‘d’ attached as 

Exhibit B, consent agenda item ‘e’ attached as Exhibit C, consent agenda 

item ‘f attached as Exhibit D, and consent agenda item ‘g’ attached as Exhibit 

E.  Exhibits A thru E are incorporated by reference as if fully set out within 

these minutes.  

  

a. May 9, 2017 – Regular Meeting 

b. May 9, 2017 – Closed Session  

c. Resolution No. 2017-06: ‘Resolution Approving Reopening of Facilities at 

Doughton Park on the Blue Ridge Parkway’ 

d. Vehicle Property Tax Receivable 

e. Budget Amendment # 07-2017 

f. 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget Line Item Adjustments 

g. Tax Release 
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VI. Public Hearing 

 

a. Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 2017-05:  ‘An Ordinance to 

Amend Town of Beech Mountain Billing Procedures in Chapter 51 

– Water and Sewer Use in the Town’s Code of Ordinances to 

Establish a Service Disconnection Date for Delinquent Accounts’ – 

Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to open the public hearing.  Vice 

Mayor Piquet seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.  Public 

Utilities Director Robert Heaton stated that the cutoff date is already 

procedurally in place.  Staff was requesting that Council place the cutoff 

date in the Town’s ordinance to provide clarity.  Vice Mayor Piquet 

motioned to close the public hearing.  Councilman Sauer seconded the 

motion, the vote passed unanimously.  

 

VII. Public Comment  

Leonard Hyatt, of 498 St. Andrews Road, stated his concern about the danger 

of fire on the mountain and only having one main paved exit road.  Mr. Hyatt 

stated that he has not discussed this with the Town’s Fire Chief but would 

like to begin this conversation.  Urs Gsteiger, of 124 Raven Road, stated he 

has two issues one being the annual sales tax monies provided to the county 

and the other dealing with the Town meeting open meeting law 

requirements. 

  

VIII. New Business  

 

a. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – Public Utilities Director 

Robert Heaton provided a contract summary update for the Water Plant 

Replacement Project.  Mr. Heaton stated that as of June 13, 2017 the 

Town is 632 days into the 560 contract days, representing 113% work 

completion and work completed through pay request 20 representing 86% 

completion.  The Engineer continues to monitor progress closely.  The 

contractor will begin equipment start-ups the week of June 19, 2017.  Pay 

request 21 has been submitted and approved by the engineer.  The metal 

building is nearly complete with several wall panels, trim, gutter, and 

downspouts remaining.  Continuing with plumbing, mechanical work, 

chemical feed systems, analytical devices, and chemical feed equipment.  

Electrical work continues with a new electrical feed connected to the new 

building.  Continuing to install control devices and coordination with 

automation equipment and programming.  The next construction progress 

meeting is scheduled for June 21, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. at Buckeye 

Recreation Center.  Mayor Miller confirmed that two Council Members 

would be present at the meeting.     
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b. Spruce Hollow to Beech Mountain Parkway Project – Public Utilities 

Director Robert Heaton stated that M&M Construction of Banner Elk, 

Inc. is the contractor working on the Spruce Hollow to Beech Mountain 

Parkway project.  Mr. Heaton stated that last week pressure testing was 

completed as part of the leak testing protocol.  The disinfectants residuals 

has passed.  The line was drained yesterday and will need to be refilled 

and tested one more time.  Mr. Heaton stated that there will be a few 

more tests completed on this project and that the project continued to be 

ahead of schedule.  Councilwoman Castiglione inquired about Well Site I.  

Mr. Heaton stated that currently Mountain Electric is trying to work out a 

schedule to get the power on.  Councilwoman Castiglione inquired about 

the anticipated gallons per minute for the well.  Mr. Heaton stated that 

Well Site I blew off at 200 gallons per minute and is estimated to have a 

flow rate of 80 to 100 gallons per minute.     

 

c. Discussion of Private Maintenance Work – Councilwoman Castiglione 

stated that Beech Creek Estates is one of several developments on the 

mountain that have their own property owner association.  Councilwoman 

Castiglione stated that the Association has had a challenge finding 

someone to scrape the developments road.  At one point in time the Town 

was providing assistance with the Association paying for the labor and 

equipment used.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that she had recently 

placed a request with Manager Holloman to have the Town assist with 

road maintenance with these types of developments that have private 

roads.  The last estimate to complete the work the Association received 

was $85,000.  Councilman Owen stated that the Town should not be in 

business against other businesses.  Councilman Owen stated that an 

immediate concern was identifying who the Town performs this type of 

service for and who the Town does not.  Councilman Owen stated that 

other issues were the potential damage inflicted to personal property and 

water not running off the road the way the homeowner envisioned.  

Councilwoman Castiglione agreed that the Town should not be held liable.  

Attorney Eggers stated that there is a way to structure a system that 

would afford the Town the ability to perform work on a private road.  

Attorney Eggers stated that the Town cannot give services to a private 

individual and that the Town would also have to prove that Town staff 

was available to perform the requested work without hurting the Town’s 

work progress.  If these two conditions are able to be met than the 

decision becomes the preference of the Council.  Councilman Sauer stated 

that on the surface he had initially been okay with providing this type of 

community service and that he had envisioned work being performed as 

overtime by the employees with all compensation for Town expenditures 

being paid by the Association and liability waivers put in place.  Vice 

Mayor Piquet concurred.  Public Works Director Riley Hatch stated that 
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this direction could potentially lead to further requests for additional 

work.  Mayor Miller stated that his first response was that the Town was 

not in the construction business and the second issue was liability.  Vice 

Mayor Piquet questioned the possibility of an employee being injured on 

the job site.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that potential employee 

injury was a good point and requested that the discussion be placed on the 

back burner.  Council was in agreement.      

 

IX. Town Manager and Staff Reports 

 

Fire Department Grant – Manager Holloman stated that the Fire 

Department received confirmation that the Town was a recipient of a North 

Carolina grant in the amount of $29,995.00.  Fire Chief Pudney stated that 

we were successful this year versus last year for this matching grant and that 

the department was very happy with the funding.  

 

Cool 5 – Manager Holloman stated that the Cool 5 race was scheduled for 

June 17, 2017.  Manager Holloman noted that the parking lot at Town Hall 

will be used from 6:00 a.m. thru noon the day of the event.   

 

Beech Mountain Metric – Manager Holloman stated that the Beech 

Mountain Metric was held May 20, 2017 and had approximately 300 riders.  

 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Grand Opening of the Water 

Treatment Replacement Plant – Manager Holloman stated that this was a 

reminder that Council needed to provide input for a ribbon cutting ceremony 

for the Water Treatment Replacement Plant project.  The project has a 

substantial completion date in July.  Public Utilities Director Riley Hatch 

recommended waiting.  Mayor Miller requested that staff plan for August.  

The substantial completion date in July means that the plant can begin to be 

used but the exterior would not be fully completed.  Councilman Sauer 

confirmed with Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton that the new plant 

would be put on line to run for 48 hours after all state requirements were 

met.   

 

Street Signs – Manager Holloman informed Council that the Town’s street 

signs continue to be painted. 

 

Original Beech Mountain Sign – Manager Holloman informed Council 

that staff was reworking the original Beech Mountain sign to become a photo 

stop at the Town’s Sledding Hill. 

 

National Night Out on August 1, 2017 – Manager Holloman informed 

Council that the Police Department will be holding the Town’s first National 
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Night Out on August 1, 2017.  The Parks and Recreation Department is 

assisting with the event.   

 

Streetscape Project June 12th Event – Manager Holloman informed 

Council that staff hosted a Streetscape Project event on June 12, 2017 at 

Town Hall in the Council Chamber room.  The event drew approximately 45 

participants who were able to flow through and provide comment on the 

project.  Participant’s comments should be available shortly from the Town’s 

designers.  The final product should be ready to present to Council in 

October. 

 

Application for Beech Mountain Visitors – Manager Holloman informed 

Council that the Tourism Development Authority had a new application that 

visitors and the community could download onto their smartphone or tablet 

to explore Beech Mountain.  To download the application go to the 

corresponding store and search for ‘Explore Beech Mountain.’    

 

Facebook Page – Manager Holloman stated that the Town is working on 

creating a Facebook page for the purpose of getting important information 

out.  Currently the Police, Parks and Recreation, and Public Works have 

their own Facebook page.    

 

Service Line at Holiday Beech Villas – Public Utilities Director Robert 

Heaton stated that staff cut through a service line at Holiday Beech Villas 

that caused a phone outage.  Mr. Heaton reported that the matter has been 

resolved.  

     

X. Town Council Comments  

 

Parks & Recreation Department – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that 

guests at Holiday Beech Villas were raving about the Parks and Recreation 

Department and more specifically Buckeye Recreation Center.  Guests were 

excited about the pickle ball and the spinning classes.   

 

Fire Department Fundraiser – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that the 

pancakes were great and that the turnout was good for the Fire Department 

fundraiser.  

 

Tim Barnett and Bob Pudney – Councilwoman Castiglione thanked Police 

Chief Tim Barnett and Fire Chief Bob Pudney for their assistance in dealing 

with a serious health issue. 
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Thank You Dinner – Councilman Sauer reported that Councilwoman 

Castiglione and husband Daren Castiglione provided dinner from the 

Peddlin’ Pig as a thank you to the emergency service responders.     

 

Visit Beech Mountain App – Councilman Sauer stated that the Tourism 

Development Authority’s Beech Mountain App was very easy to update and 

encouraged others to contribute information.   

 

XI. Old Business 

 

a. Vote on Ordinance No. 2017-05:  ‘An Ordinance to Amend Town of 

Beech Mountain Billing Procedures in Chapter 51 – Water and 

Sewer Use in the Town’s Code of Ordinances to Establish a Service 

Disconnection Date for Delinquent Accounts’ – Vice Mayor Piquet 

motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2017-05: ‘An Ordinance to Amend 

Town of Beech Mountain Billing Procedures in Chapter 51 – Water and 

Sewer Use in the Town’s Code of Ordinances to Establish a Service 

Disconnection Date for Delinquent Accounts’.  Councilwoman Castiglione 

seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.  Ordinance No. 2017-

05: ‘An Ordinance to Amend Town of Beech Mountain Billing Procedures 

in Chapter 51 – Water and Sewer Use in the Town’s Code of Ordinances to 

Establish a Service Disconnection Date for Delinquent Accounts’ is 

attached as Exhibit F and incorporated by reference as if fully set out 

within these minutes.  

 

b. Consider Approval of 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Budget Ordinance, 

Setting the Tax Rate, and Establishing the Schedule of Fees – 

Manager Holloman stated that Council’s requested changes to increase 

the budget line item for resurfacing to $279,000 and the addition of a 

vehicle for the Parks and Recreation Department that had recently lost 

their vehicle was included in the budget.  The vehicle cost was $26,000 of 

which the insurance company would pay approximately $10,000.  

Councilman Sauer motioned that the cost of living adjustment be changed 

to only increase the Town’s Pay Plan with those employee’s salaries that 

fall out of the minimum of their pay range being adjusted back up to the 

minimum.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion stating that 

she felt more favorable towards merit pay.  Councilman Owen stated that 

he would need to put more thought into this type of process.  Councilman 

Sauer stated that the idea came to him after the last meeting.  Hearing no 

more comments Mayor Miller called the vote.  The motion failed at a vote 

of 2 to 3 with Councilman Sauer and Councilwoman Castiglione voting in 

favor and Councilman Owen, Mayor Miller, and Vice Mayor Piquet voting 

against.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that there was another issue 

concerning the Town’s 401k.  Councilwoman Castiglione motioned that 
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the employer change the employer’s 401k contribution to a matching 6% 

plan.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion.  Hearing no Council 

discussion Mayor Miller called the vote.  The motion failed at a vote of 2 to 

3 with Councilman Sauer and Councilwoman Castiglione voting in favor 

and Councilman Owen, Mayor Miller, and Vice Mayor Piquet voting 

against.  Councilman Owen stated that for a long time there has been 

discussion about doing merit pay.  The last Town Manger had an 

implementation plan in place for merit pay while an implementation plan 

had not been discussed by the current Town Manger.   Councilman Owen 

motioned to remove the 2% merit pay and keep the 2% cost of living 

adjustment.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion.  Councilwoman 

Castiglione clarified that this motion would remove the 2% merit pay from 

the proposed budget.  Councilman Owen confirmed yes.  Hearing no more 

comments Mayor Miller called the vote.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Budget 

Ordinance with the removal of the 2% merit.  Councilman Owen seconded 

the motion.  Mayor Miller called for Council discussion.  Hearing no 

further discussion Mayor Miller called the vote.   The motion carried 4 to 1 

with Vice Mayor Piquet, Councilman Owen, Councilman Sauer, and 

Mayor Miller voting in favor and Councilwoman Castiglione voting 

against.  The 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Budget Ordinance and Message is 

attached as Exhibit G and incorporated by reference as if fully set out 

within these minutes.     

 

Mayor Miller stated that Council would take a short break at 5:02 p.m. 

 

XII. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS §143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client 

Matters – At 5:11 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to enter closed session 

pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of discussing 

attorney-client matters, including Town of Beech Mountain v. Genesis 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc., Town of Beech Mountain v. Milligan, Beech 

Mountain v. Cooper, and Beech Mountain v. Beech Mountain Vacations.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Sauer and passed unanimously.  Upon 

motion by Councilwoman Castiglione, seconded by Councilman Sauer, the 

Council voted unanimously to exit closed session at 5:58 p.m. 

 

XIII. Other Business  

 

Health Plan Discussion – Councilwoman Castiglione discussed the 

numerous times Council meet in an open meeting and held discussions about 

the Town’s Health Plan during this year’s budget process.   
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Manager Holloman – Mayor Miller thanked Manager Holloman for his 

good work on the 2017-2018 budget and providing a final budget that the 

Council was able to come to a 95% agreement on.  

 

Budget – Councilman Sauer questioned Council about holding discussions 

concerning adjustments to the budget that was just passed, specifically 

looking to include merit pay.  Council consensus was to address this during 

the next budget year.   

 

XIV. Adjourn – At 6:07 p.m., Councilwoman Castiglione moved to adjourn, which 

was seconded by Councilman Sauer.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Minutes approved by Town Council on July 11, 2017. 

 

 

 

                         

                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Jennifer Broderick, MMC 

Town Clerk  
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ATTACHMENT TO MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – June 13, 2017 

 

EXHIBIT A – Resolution No. 2017-06: ‘Resolution Approving Reopening of Facilities 

at Doughton Park on the Blue Ridge Parkway’ 

EXHIBIT B – Vehicle Property Tax Receivable 

EXHIBIT C – Budget Amendment # 07-2017 

EXHIBIT D – 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget Line Item Adjustments 

EXHIBIT E – Tax Release 

EXHIBIT F – Ordinance No. 2017-05: ‘An Ordinance to Amend Town of Beech 

Mountain Billing Procedures in Chapter 51 – Water and Sewer Use in 

the Town’s Code of Ordinances to Establish a Service Disconnection 

Date for Delinquent Accounts’ 

EXHIBIT G – 2017–2018 Fiscal Year Budget Message and Budget Ordinance  
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