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MINUTES 
BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – March 14, 2017 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the 
Beech Mountain Town Council to order at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 14, 
2017 in the Town Hall Council Chambers located at 403 Beech Mountain 
Parkway Beech Mountain, NC 28604.  Other Council Members present were 
Paul Piquet, Rick Owen, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  Town 
Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members present included 
Town Manager Tim Holloman, Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance 
Officer Steve Smith, Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Public Works 
Director Riley Hatch, Fire Chief Bob Pudney, Police Chief Shawn Freeman, 
Police Captain Tim Barnett, Parks and Recreation Director Sean Royall, 
Building Inspector John Merritt, and Tax Administrator Rebecca Ward.   
 
Mayor Miller introduced the new Town Manager Tim Holloman to all 
present. 
 

II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 
 

III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. 

 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Councils 

consideration of the agenda.  Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the 
agenda.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the vote carried 
unanimously.      

 
V. Consent Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Council to take action 

on the consent agenda.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the consent 
agenda.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the vote passed 
unanimously.  The consent agenda was approved as follows with consent 
agenda item ‘c’ attached as Exhibit A and consent agenda item ‘d’ through 
attached as Exhibit B.  Exhibits A thru B are incorporated by reference as if 
fully set out within these minutes.  

  
a. February 14, 2016 – Regular Meeting 
b. February 14, 2016 – Closed Session 
c. Tax Refund and Releases 
d. Budget Amendment #5-2017 

 
VI. Public Comment – There was no public comment. 
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VII. New Business  
 

a. Recognition of the Service of Police Officer Hal Bullock to the 
Town of Beech Mountain – Mayor Miller read aloud the proclamation 
honoring Police Officer Hal Bullock’s service to the community and 
provided Mr. Bullock with a framed proclamation.  Police Chief Shawn 
Freeman presented Mr. Bullock with a commemorative shadow box.  Mr. 
Bullock received a round of applause.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 
approve the proclamation.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the 
vote carried unanimously.  ‘A Proclamation by the Town Council of the 
Town of Beech Mountain Honoring the Service of Police Officer Hal 
Bullock’ is attached as Exhibit C and incorporated by reference as if fully 
set out within these minutes.   
 

b. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – Dale Schepers, 
Construction Administrator for West Consultants, provided a contract 
summary update for the Water Plant Replacement Project.  Mr. Schepers 
stated that as of March 14, 2017 the Town is 541 days into the 510 
contract days, representing 106% of the contract period.  Mr. Schepers 
reported that notification has been received from the contractor that the 
new substantial completion date is set for the middle of April.  Mr. 
Schepers reported that work was completed through pay request 18, 
representing 75% work completion.  At the monthly progress meeting held 
March 9, 2017 the contractor indicated that the anticipated work 
completion date is mid-May.  Mr. Schepers stated that work quality is 
acceptable and that the substandard condition of the exterior concrete 
finish previously reported to Council has been addressed.  Mr. Schepers 
reported that the metal building panels are on site and installation has 
begun along with the installation of the filter drain system.  Testing on 
the hydro     static concrete tanks is being completed.  Installation of 
process piping and equipment, electrical work, along with coordination 
with automation equipment and programming is also taking place.  The 
next monthly construction progress meeting is scheduled for April 13, 
2017 at 10:30 a.m. at the Buckeye Recreation Center.  It is anticipated 
that the Council will have three or more representatives at this next 
meeting.  Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick was directed to publicly 
advertise this meeting for Council.        
 

c. Spruce Hollow to Beech Mountain Parkway Project – Public Utilities 
Director Robert Heaton stated that M&M Construction of Banner Elk, 
Inc. has been progressing in the project good having laid approximately 
75’ (feet) to 100’ (feet) more pipe.   
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d. Town Seal – Mayor Miller commended the work completed on the Town 
Seal by previous Town Manager Ed Evans and staff.  Mayor Miller opened 
the floor for Councils consideration of the proposed Town Seal.  
Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to approve the Town Seal.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet seconded the motion.  Councilwoman Castiglione thanked 
Parks and Recreation Director Sean Royall for his professionalism during 
the process of refining the final product.  Mayor Miller called for the vote, 
the vote carried unanimously.  The Town Seal is attached as Exhibit D 
and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.   

 
e. Schedule Planning Retreat – At the conclusion of Council discussion 

Mayor Miller scheduled a Planning Retreat for Council for April 20, 2017 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Foscoe Grandfather Community Center located at 233 
Park Road, Banner Elk North Carolina 28604.   

 
VIII. Town Manager and Staff Reports 

 
355 Locust Ridge Road – Manager Holloman informed Council that the 
Town has been approached by the owner of 355 Locust Ridge Road 
concerning the potential sale of a Town owned lot that borders his property. 
 

IX. Town Council Comments  
 

Insurance Services Office Inspection – Councilman Sauer asked Fire 
Chief Bob Pudney to present information to Council on the upcoming 
Insurance Services Office inspection.  Fire Chief Pudney stated that the last 
time the Insurance Services Office performed a service inspection for the 
Town was in 2008.  The rating at that time saw the Town drop from a 7 to a 6 
which resulted in a lowering of insurance premium costs for property owners 
on the mountain.  Fire Chief Pudney stated that the inspection performed 
will include review everything, including the Fire Department, Police 
Department, E-911 services, and emergency response system.  Typically the 
rating is received six months after the inspection has been is the performed.  
Fire Chief Pudney stated that during the inspection everyone begins the 
process with 105 points, which maximum amount of points.  From there a 
deduction process begins.  This service will impact future residential and 
commercial fire ratings and insurance costs.    
 
Mayor Miller stated that Council would take a short break at 4:29 p.m. 

 
X. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS §143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client 

Matters – At 4:35 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to enter closed session 
pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of discussing 
attorney-client matters, including Town of Beech Mountain v. Genesis 
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Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc., Solars v. Town of Beech Mountain and Town of 
Beech Mountain v. Milligan.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Castiglione and passed unanimously.  Upon motion by Councilwoman 
Castiglione, seconded by Councilman Sauer, the Council voted unanimously 
to exit closed session at 5:04 p.m.          
 

XI. Other Business 
 
Health Insurance – Councilman Owen stated that every year at budget 
time the Town discusses health insurance.  Councilman Owen recommended 
that as part of the review process the Town consider using the services of a 
company Banner Elk has been working with to act as a consultant and 
analyze the Town’s health insurance.  This analysis would include looking at 
everything from the plan underwriting to the financial gain by the parties 
involved.  Their consulting service only makes money if the Town makes 
decisions to follow their recommendations for realized savings.  Councilman 
Owen stated that there would be a cost to staff of time.  Manager Holloman 
stated that he is a big proponent of the state health plan and would like to 
provide Council with more information on this plan.  Manager Holloman 
wanted to check with employees and Council to see if these services would be 
favorable.  Councilman Owen stated that this is a much bigger conversation.  
There was Council consensus that it is advantageous to review what is going 
on, keeping the benefits the same and saving money. 

 
XII. Adjourn – At 5:14 p.m., Councilman Sauer moved to adjourn, which was 

seconded by Vice Mayor Piquet.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes approved by Town Council on April 11, 2017. 
 

 
 
                         
                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, MMC 
Town Clerk  
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ATTACHMENT TO MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting – March 14, 2017 

 
EXHIBIT A – Tax Releases and Refunds: 

i) Leslie Knowles  
ii) Angel & Joyce Moreno 
iii) Angel & Joyce Moreno 
iv) Town of Beech Mountain 
v) Echostar Satellite  

 

EXHIBIT B – Budget Amendment #5-2017 

EXHIBIT C – Proclamation: ‘A Proclamation by the Town Council of the Town of 
Beech Mountain Honoring the Service of Police Officer Hal Bullock’ 

EXHIBIT D – Town Seal 
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