
 

MINUTES – BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

February 14, 2017 Page 1 of 9 
 

MINUTES 

Beech Mountain Town Council 

Regular Meeting – February 14, 2017 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the 

Beech Mountain Town Council to order at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 14, 

2017 in the Town Hall Council Chambers located at 403 Beech Mountain 

Parkway Beech Mountain, NC 28604.  Other Council Members present were 

Paul Piquet, Rick Owen, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  Town 

Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV was present.  Staff members present included 

Interim Town Manager James Scott, Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance 

Officer Steve Smith, Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Fire Chief Bob 

Pudney, Fire Chief Shawn Freeman, Building Inspector John Merritt, Parks 

and Recreation Director Sean Royall, and Director of Tourism and Economic 

Development Kate Gavenus. 

 

II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 

IV. Adoption of Agenda – Councilman Sauer motioned to adopt the agenda.  

Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously.     

 

V. Consent Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Council to take action 

on the consent agenda.  Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the consent 

agenda.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion, the vote passed 

unanimously.  The consent agenda was approved as follows with consent 

agenda item ‘k’ attached as Exhibit A, consent agenda item ‘p’ attached as 

Exhibit B, and consent item ‘q’ is attached as Exhibit C.  Exhibits A thru C 

are incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes. 

 

a. January 10, 2017 – Special Meeting  

b. January 10, 2017 – Closed Session – Special Meeting 

c. January 10, 2017 – Regular Meeting  

d. January 10, 2017 – Closed Session – Regular Meeting 

e. January 23, 2017 – Special Meeting 

f. January 23, 2017 – Closed Session – Special Meeting 

g. January 24, 2017 – Special Meeting 

h. January 24, 2017 – Closed Session – Special Meeting 

i. February 2, 2017 – Special Meeting 

j. February 2, 2017 – Closed Session – Special Meeting 

k. Approve Budget Amendment #3-2017 
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l. Approve 2017 Audit Contract 

m. Approve Town Manager Contract 

n. Request to Apply for Appalachian Regional Commission – Emerging 

Opportunities Grant 

o. NCDOT Streetscape Path Grant – Request to Approve Design Contract 

p. Approve Budget Amendment #4-2017 

q. Approve Resolution No. 2017-01: ‘A Resolution of the Town Council of the 

Town of Beech Mountain, North Carolina, to Amend Authorized 

Individuals for Deposit Accounts, Investment Accounts, and Bank 

Signatories for Branch Banking and Trust, Mountain Community Bank, 

and Highlands Union Bank’ 

 

VI. Public Comment – There was no public comment. 

  

VII. Public Hearing 

 

a. Public Hearing Request for Proposed Ordinance Amendments to 

Remove Fee Amounts from the Town’s Code of Ordinances – 

Councilman Sauer motioned to open the public hearing.  Vice Mayor 

Piquet seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.  Interim 

Manager Scott stated that the proposed language before Council was a 

housekeeping measure that would assist with reviewing and updating all 

fees during the budget process annually.  Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick 

had reviewed the Town’s Code of Ordinances to identify the fees and draft 

the proposed ordinance.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to close the public 

hearing.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote passed 

unanimously.     

  

VIII. New Business  

 

a. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – Dale Schepers, 

Construction Administrator for West Consultants, provided a contract 

summary update for the Water Plant Replacement Project.  Mr. Schepers 

stated that as of February 14, 2017 the Town is 512 days into the 510 

contract days, representing 100.4% of work completion.  Completion is 

now anticipated in mid-May.  The contract provides for assessment of 

damages.  Councilman Sauer asked if the roof materials had arrived.  Mr. 

Scheppers stated that this was due to arrive tomorrow barring any issues 

with the forecasted snow.  Staff will be reviewing this further with 

Council.  Work completed through pay request 17 equals 74%.  This pay 

request has been approved by the Engineer.  A monthly progress meeting 

was held February 9, 2017.  At this meeting the contractor reported that 

completion is anticipated mid-May.  Work quality is acceptable.  There is 

a substandard condition of exterior concrete finish previously reported to 
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Council that has been addressed.  Mr. Schepers reported to Council that it 

is anticipated that the metal building panels will be delivered this week 

and installation to proceed.  Process piping and equipment installation 

continues.  Electrical work continues along with coordination with 

automation equipment and programming.  The next construction progress 

meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. at Buckeye 

Recreation Center.  Mayor Miller asked Mr. Schepers to explain what was 

going to be placed on top of the concrete exterior.  Mr. Schepers stated 

that the contractor will be installing cement board siding that is a similar 

color to the exterior of Buckeye Recreation Center.   

 

b. Update on Test Well Site and Proposal of Second Well – Public 

Utilities Director Robert Heaton updated Council on test well site one 

stating that the cost of the pump motor, pipe, and wire to get a 50 

horsepower pump in the 724’ (feet) well at the Buckeye Lake site is 

$28,115.  Mr. Heaton stated that staff is waiting on a cost estimate from 

Mountain Electric Cooperative to run power to the location both above 

ground and underground.  Installed piping and valves to discharge to lake 

will cost approximately $4,000.  Staff is gathering guidance on the type of 

building that is permissible to be placed on site.  Once this is established 

staff will be able to provide a building cost estimate.  The second test well 

site has a site visit on Friday with Public Water Supply who will be able 

to provide some guidance for Council to base their decision on.  Mayor 

Miller encouraged Council Members who have not visited the site to do a 

site visit.    

 

c. Spruce Hollow to Beech Mountain Parkway Project – Public Utilities 

Director Robert Heaton stated that M&M Construction of Banner Elk, 

Inc.’s work on the project continued to progress quickly.  Mr. Heaton 

stated the contractor is currently 7,400’ (feet) into the project.  Mr. Heaton 

stated that if the weather continues to hold up the project may be 

completed by the summer.    

 

d. Beech Mountain’s Cooperation with Western Youth Network – Parks 

and Recreation Director Sean Royall stated that the Western Youth 

Network has reached out to staff to see if the Town would be willing to 

provide the organizations mentors and mentees a place to go for 

recreation free of charge.  Mr. Royall informed Council that he met with 

Charlene Grasinger, Mentoring Coordinator with the Western Youth 

Network and that this opportunity would be beneficial to the organization 

due to financial limitations.  Mr. Royall requested Councils approval to 

permit the Western Youth Network access to the amenities at Buckeye 

Recreation Center for this purpose.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated 

that it was a great idea.  Councilman Sauer motioned to waive the fee at 
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Buckeye Recreation Center for the Western Youth Network for the 

purpose of providing mentors and mentees a place to go for recreation free 

of charge.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Castiglione and 

passed unanimously.     
 

e. Draft Budget Calendar Proposal – Interim Manager Scott stated that 

Council has before them a proposed 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Budget 

Calendar for their consideration.  Mayor Miller scheduled the March 13, 

2017 for 10 a.m. with the desired location being the Grandfather 

Community Center.  Mayor Miller scheduled a meeting for April 13, 2017 

with the desired location being the Grandfather Community Center and 

the time to be determined.  Mayor Miller directed Interim Manager Scott 

to secure the accommodations for the meeting space. 

 

f. Request to Apply for Recreational Trails Grant Program – Interim 

Manager Scott stated that the Recreational Trails Program is a state 

program that provides funding to trail projects and trail related 

recreational needs in North Carolina.  The Town of Beech Mountain 

previously received a $75,000 award through this program to fund 

improvements and new trails in the Emerald Outback.  Staff is requesting 

that Council consider approving one of the two options that staff is 

presenting.  Mr. Scott informed Council that the grant requires a twenty-

five percent match from the funded agency.  The maximum funding 

amount for this grant is $100,000.    The first project for consideration is a 

multiuse (biking/ pedestrian) woodland connector trail between Beech 

Mountain Resort and Lake Coffey and the Beech Mountain Club Tennis/ 

Pool.  This trail would extend along the west fork of Pond Creek, and 

would traverse an area with picturesque waterfalls.  The obstacle facing 

this project is that, while the Town owns some of the land involved 

easements will be required from various landowners to complete the 

project.  The Town submitted a grant for this project last year and was not 

awarded funding, although the Town has been told that the project was 

very competitive and was on the cusp of receiving an award.  The second 

project for consideration is a trail that would extend from the existing 

Falls Trail at Buckeye Recreation Center and would complete a loop 

around Buckeye Lake.  A loop trail around the lake would be a great asset 

for hikers and joggers and would be a highly used trail.  All of the land 

required for this trail is already owned by the Town, so no easements 

would be required.  The grant for this project would also include the 

installation of a restroom along the route.  Councilman Sauer asked if the 

Recreation Committee has had a chance to review these two grant options.  

Parks and Recreation Director Sean Royall stated that due to time 

constraints this information has not been presented to the Committee.  

Councilwoman Castiglione stated that due to the property issues with the 

first project at Lake Coffey the project at Buckeye Lake looked most 
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appealing.  Councilwoman Castiglione questioned placing bathroom 

facilities in this location.  Interim Manager Scott stated that both water 

and sewer were accessible on Pine Ridge Road.  Councilman Owen asked 

if the project at Buckeye Lake could be completed with this grant money.  

Interim Manager Scott stated yes, and that estimates were based off the 

Emerald Outback Project.  The paths that were put in on the Emerald 

Outback Project cost $75,000.  Councilman Owen asked if Tourism 

Development Authority funds would be a possibility for the matching 

funds.  Kate Gavenus, Director of Tourism and Economic Development, 

stated that a request of the Tourism Development Authority would be in 

sink with the Tourism Development Authority budget process.  Vice 

Mayor Piquet motioned to approve staff proceeding with making 

application for the grant for the full amount and approving the 

expenditure of matching funds up to $25,000.  Councilman Sauer 

seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller called the vote, the vote passed 

unanimously.     

 

IX. Old Business 

 

a. Vote on Proposed Ordinance Amendments to Remove Fee Amounts 

from the Town’s Code of Ordinances – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 

approve Ordinance No. 2017-04: ‘An Ordinance to Remove Local 

Governing Fees from the Town’s Code of Ordinances that are Established 

by the Town Council in the Town’s Master Schedule of Fees’.  

Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller called for 

the vote; the vote carried unanimously.  Ordinance No. 2017-04: ‘An 

Ordinance to Remove Local Governing Fees from the Town’s Code of 

Ordinances that are Established by the Town Council in the Town’s Master 

Schedule of Fees’ is attached as Exhibit D and incorporated by reference 

as if fully set out within these minutes. 

 

X. Town Manager and Staff Reports 

 

Community Development Block Grant – Interim Manager Scott informed 

Council that the Police Department had applied for a no match grant in the 

amount of $25,000 for body cameras and in car radios.    

 

Town Hall Sign – Interim Manager Scott stated that Council has before 

them a couple of renderings for a potential new sign at Town Hall.  Mr. Scott 

stated that staff was not seeking Councils final approval at this meeting.  

Vice Mayor Piquet suggested that the word ‘incorporated’ should be used 

instead of ‘established’.  Council was in agreement with Vice Mayor Piquet’s 

suggestion.  Councilwoman Castiglione asked if the Tourism Development 

Authority was assisting with funding for the sign.  Director of Tourism and 
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Economic Development Kate Gavenus stated that the Tourism Development 

Authority did fund a portion of the entranceway and would be open to 

additional requests for funding.  

 

Town Seal – Interim Manager Scott stated that staff has been working on 

final mockups of the Town seal for Councils consideration and final approval.  

Staff has received a quote in the amount of $360 - $400 to produce a 20” 

(inch) round sign of the Town’s new seal to hang up in the Council Room.  

Mayor Miller stated that Parks and Recreation Director Sean Royall put a lot 

of work into this design along with previous Town Manager Ed Evans.  

Councilwoman Castiglione stated that she had a background in graphic arts 

and would like to assist with taking the design to the next level.  Council 

liked the proposed Town seal.  Council directed Mr. Royall to work with 

Councilwoman Castiglione to create a final version of the Town seal.   

 

Town Hall Parking Lot Seal – Interim Manager Scott stated that Hickory 

Sealing and Striping has provided an estimate for sealing and striping the 

parking lot at Town Hall.  The estimate is $2,980 with a cost of $2,780 for the 

spraying and $200 for restriping.  Council approved staff to proceed.     

 

Avery County Sherriff’s Office Letter of Professionalism – Interim 

Manager Scott stated that Police Officer Tyler Jones received a letter 

applauding the good work of Mr. Jones on an Avery County mutual aid call in 

which the subject had a gun and was asking for officer’s to shoot him.  Mr. 

Jones handled this call with professionalism and bravery.  The male subject 

nor any officer involved was injured in this incident.  Police Chief Freeman 

stated that there was a recent fire call that involved Officer Jones.  Fire Chief 

Bob Pudney stated when he arrived on the scene Officer Jones was assisting 

the Banner Elk Fire Department by running the pump on the truck.   

 

Tree City USA Awarded by the Arbor Day Foundation – Interim 

Manager Scott informed Council that the Town was once again recognized by 

the Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree City USA.  Mayor Miller stated that the 

letter of award included a press release.  Mayor Miller instructed Interim 

Manager Scott to send out the press release.  

   

XI. Town Council Comments  

 

Retiring American Flag – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that she and 

her husband found an American flag at the Town’s Recycling Center that had 

been discarded.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that they retrieved the 

flag and took it home for proper retirement.  Councilwoman Castiglione 

inquired about the Town offering information on proper flag retirement and 

dates for collection for proper retirement.  Fire Chief Bob Pudney stated that 
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the Fire Department collects American flags and provides them to Boy Scouts 

of America usually at the end of May.  Fire Chief Pudney stated that the Boy 

Scouts have a Retiring Flag Program.  The Town’s Police Department also 

collects American flags for proper disposal.  Council requested that staff 

include this information in the Town’s newsletter.  More discussion included 

the possibility of adding this information to the Town’s website.   

 

Snowman Competition – Councilwoman Castiglione asked Parks and 

Recreation Director Sean Royall to discuss the Snowman Competition.  Mr. 

Royall stated that 120 individuals participated in the Snowman Competition.  

Mr. Royall described the positive personal impact that these types of 

activities have for residents and visitors.    

 

Occupancy Tax – Councilwoman Castiglione noted the increase in 

occupancy tax monies, questioning if this was due to vacation rental agencies 

such as Vacation Rental by Owner (VRBO) and Air Bed and Breakfast 

(Airbnb) now paying occupancy tax.  Kate Gavenus, Director of Tourism and 

Economic Development, stated that the growth in dollars was due to the 

marketing strategy in place and these types of vacation rental agencies 

collecting and paying occupancy tax.    

 

Tax Administrator Certification – Kate Gavenus, Director of Tourism and 

Economic Development announced to all present that the Town’s Tax 

Administrator, Rebecca Ward, had received her North Carolina Tax 

Certification.   

 

Recreation Report – Councilman Sauer requested that Parks and 

Recreation Director Sean Royall explain the new Recreation Report in front 

of Council.  Mr. Royall stated that the differences in the numbers on the 

reports is due to changing how use data is collected.  Mr. Royall stated that in 

previous year’s individuals coming in to using the bathrooms had been 

included in these figures and that now this type of facility usage was not 

being included.  The data collected now focuses on accounting for recreational 

users of the facility. 

 

New Town Manager – Mayor Miller stated that Tim Holloman, the Town’s 

new Town Manager has a start date of March 6, 2017.  A morning 

introductory meeting will be held that day at 10:00 a.m. in Town Hall in the 

Council Chamber Room to include department heads and those on Council 

who were available to attend.    

 

Mayor Miller stated that Council would take a short break at 5:05 p.m. 
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XII. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS §143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client 

Matters – At 5:13 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to enter closed session 

pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of discussing 

attorney-client matters, including Solars v. Town of Beech Mountain, and 

Town of Beech Mountain v. Milligan.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Sauer and passed unanimously.  Upon motion by Vice Mayor 

Piquet, seconded by Councilman Sauer, the Council voted unanimously to 

exit closed session at 6:06 p.m. 

 

XIII. Other Business – There was no other business to discuss. 

 

XIV. Adjourn – At 6:07 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to adjourn, which was 

seconded by Councilman Sauer.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Minutes approved by Town Council on March 14, 2017. 

 

 

 

                         

                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Jennifer Broderick, MMC 

Town Clerk  
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ATTACHMENT TO MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – February 14, 2017 

 

EXHIBIT A – Approve Budget Amendment #3-2017 

EXHIBIT B – Budget Amendment #4-2017 

EXHIBIT C – Resolution No. 2017-01: ‘A Resolution of the Town Council of the 

Town of Beech Mountain, North Carolina, to Amend Authorized Individuals for 

Deposit Accounts, Investment Accounts, and Bank Signatories for Branch Banking 

and Trust, Mountain Community Bank, and Highlands Union Bank’ 

EXHIBIT D – Ordinance No. 2017-04: ‘An Ordinance to Remove Local Governing 

Fees from the Town’s Code of Ordinances that are Established by the Town Council 

in the Town’s Master Schedule of Fees’ 
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