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MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – October 10, 2017 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the 

Beech Mountain Town Council to order at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 10, 

2017 in the Town Hall Council Chambers located at 403 Beech Mountain 

Parkway Beech Mountain North Carolina 28604.  Other Council Members 

present were Paul Piquet, Rick Owen, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  

A quorum was present.  Town Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV was present.  Staff 

members present included Town Manager Tim Holloman, Town Clerk Jennifer 

Broderick, Finance Officer Steve Smith, Public Utilities Director Robert 

Heaton, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, Fire Chief Bob Pudney, Police 

Chief Tim Barnett, Building Inspector John Merritt, Tax Administrator 

Rebecca Ward, and Director of Tourism and Economic Development Kate 

Gavenus.   

 

II. Invocation – Town Manager Tim Holloman presented the invocation. 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 

IV. Adoption of Agenda – Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the amended 

agenda.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the vote carried 

unanimously.      

 

V. Consent Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Council to take action on 

the consent agenda.  Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the consent 

agenda.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion, the vote passed 

unanimously.  The consent agenda was approved as follows with consent 

agenda item ‘d’ attached as Exhibit A, consent agenda item ‘e’ attached as 

Exhibit B, consent agenda item ‘f’ attached as Exhibit C, and consent agenda 

item ‘g’ attached as Exhibit D.  Exhibits A thru D are incorporated by 

reference as if fully set out within these minutes. 

 

a. August 8, 2017 – Closed Session 

b. September 12, 2017 – Regular Meeting 

c. September 12, 2017 – Closed Session  

d. Buckeye Playground / Perry Park Renovation  

e. Budget Amendment #3-2018 

f. Proclamation Recognizing Young Marines National Red Ribbon Week  

g. Resolution No. 2017-09: ‘Resolution of Appreciation to the Great City of 

Raleigh for their Support of the North Carolina League of Municipalities’ 
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VI. Public Comment – Phillip Solar, of 320 St. Andrews, stated that he was 

before Council concerning a fine in the amount of $8,000 for tree cutting 

violations from the town.  Mr. Solar stated the town’s Board of Adjustment did 

not find in favor of the Solars, nor did the Watauga County Superior Court or 

Appellate Court where the Solars also lost.  Mr. Solar informed Council that 

they did not cut the trees.  Mr. Solar informed Council that no one saw anyone 

do anything.  Roberta Lewis Solar, of 320 St. Andrews, stated that the Solars 

had to go to four attorneys to find an attorney that would respond.  This case 

was based on no proof and has cost the Solars $40,000.  Mrs. Solar stated that 

they are still making monthly payments to Attorney Eggers office for the fine.  

Attorney Eggers stated that he has been in communication with the attorney 

representing the Solars.  Attorney Eggers stated that he was happy to speak 

with Attorney Moffitt who represents the Solars.  Attorney Eggers stated that 

the Solars have a payment plan in place.   

 

VII. New Business  

 

a. Proclamation Honoring the Life of Reuben Mooradian – Mayor Miller 

read aloud the Proclamation Honoring the Life of Reuben Mooradian.  

Mayor Miller presented Barbara Mooradian with a Proclamation Honoring 

the Life of her husband Reuben Mooradian.  Mrs. Mooradian received a 

round of applause for the good work her husband did for the community.  

Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the Proclamation Honoring the Life 

of Reuben Mooradian.    Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, 

the vote passed unanimously.  The Proclamation Honoring the Life of 

Reuben Mooradian is attached as Exhibit E and is incorporated by 

reference as if fully set out within these minutes.   

 

VIII. Public Hearing 

 

a. Public Hearing to Closeout Town of Beech Mountain Community 

Development Block Grant #04-D-2705 – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 

open the public hearing.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote 

passed unanimously.  Michelle Ball, Regional Planner with High Country 

Council of Government – Region D, stated that the purpose of the public 

hearing was to provide public input.  The town was a recipient of a $50,000 

grant from the North Carolina Department of Commerce Division of 

Community Assistance Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 

Program.  The trainings were also open to Watauga County, Town of 

Blowing Rock, Town of Seven Devils, and Town of Boone.  Mrs. Ball read 

aloud the names of the attendees and the classes that were attended.  Vice 

Mayor Piquet motioned to close the public hearing.  Councilman Sauer 

seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.  
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b. Public Hearing to Amend Street Address Ordinance §154.272 – 

Councilman Sauer motioned to open the public hearing.  Vice Mayor Piquet 

seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.  Town Planner Rich 

Gibbs stated that the Planning Board had been working on the town’s 

street address ordinance to strengthen public safety.  Areas addressed were 

size of numbers, location of numbers, and reflectivity.  Hearing no public 

comment Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to close the public hearing.  

Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.   

  

IX. New Business  

 

a. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – Public Utilities Director 

Robert Heaton informed Council that today is the 751 day since the notice 

to proceed.   As of Change Order No. 6, the deadline for substantial 

completion was April 3, 2017 and Final Completion May 31, 2017.  These 

dates will be extended slightly due to some extra work the town requested.  

Substantial completion of the major elements of the project was achieved on 

August 22, 2017 and the plant began producing water.  Final completion is 

expected this month.  The contractor is working on a punch list of items to 

be addressed before the final payment.  Work completed through pay 

request 25 equals 98%.  This figure is as of September 25, 2017.  Most work 

is complete with the following major exceptions:  crack and joint repair in 

second of two settling basins, demolition of old treatment units, and various 

smaller items.  Pay request number 25 has been submitted in the amount 

of $167,793.75 and was approved by the Engineer.  Recent water quality 

test data shows that the new water plant is achieving better turbidity, iron, 

and manganese removal than the old plant.  A CT test was also performed 

on September 21, 2017 which showed that the clear well baffles increased 

detention time, which in turn improves the effectiveness of disinfection.  

Councilwoman Castiglione thanked staff stating that there was a lot of 

good work that went into the Grand Opening and that everything went 

very well. 

 

b. Occupancy Tax Collection Proposal – Manager Holloman stated that 

Council had before them a proposal from STR to assist with the collection of 

the town’s occupancy tax.  The town’s Tourism Development Authority 

reviewed and approved this companies service at their September 6, 2017 

meeting.  The cost for service initially received was $15,000.  Since then the 

company has increased this cost but has informed the town that they will 

honor the $15,000 proposal they had first offered.  The company estimates 

a forty to fifty percent increase in the town’s occupancy tax collection.  Staff 

is projecting a little lower at thirty to forty percent.  Attorney Eggers 

recommended changes to the proposal are included in the proposal in front 

of Council.  Director of Tourism and Economic Development Kate Gavenus 
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stated that staff has already increased occupancy tax collections by 

$45,000.  Should Council move forward with this proposal Tax 

Administrator Rebecca Ward and Mrs. Gavenus were going to track data on 

the increase to determine what percentage of the increase was from new 

individuals paying occupancy tax.  Manager Holloman stated the town does 

currently receive occupancy tax from companies like Vacation Rental By 

Owner (VRBO) and Airbnb but that these companies do not share owner 

information.  Mayor Miller questioned if property owners renting and not 

advertising online would be missed with this process.  Mrs. Ward stated 

that occasionally individuals call and report their neighbors renting.  If the 

property is not on the occupancy tax list staff sends a letter to the property 

owner.  Attorney Eggers informed Council that the contract before them 

had an automatic renewal clause for a second year of service.  The contract 

required a letter of notification confirming termination sent sixty days prior 

to the end of the first year in order to stop the service.  Vice Mayor Piquet 

confirmed that $15,000 was for one year of service and that the Tourism 

Development Authority Board was agreement to pay half of the cost.  

Manager Holloman confirmed this was correct.  Manager Holloman stated 

that if Council did approve this proposal staff would start the process 

approximately ninety days from now.  Councilman Owen questioned how 

staff had increased revenue dollars.  Mrs. Gavenus stated that we are in a 

period where we might naturally see some increases due to the efforts that 

staff has already put forward.  Councilman Owner questioned if it is a 

service to locate and collect occupancy tax.  Councilman Owen questioned 

the 3% fee for collecting.  Manager Holloman stated that the company will 

not be collecting town dollars and that this would still be a function of staff.  

Councilman Owen questioned if they were keeping the records offsite.  Mrs. 

Ward confirmed that the records would be maintained by the company off 

site.  Councilman Owen stated that one of the challenges with using 

companies like this is distinguishing the location of properties due to so 

many locations sharing the same zip code.  Manager Holloman stated that 

the company used additional data to filter records.  Councilman Owen 

stated that this could be a good topic for the High Country Municipal 

Association.  Hearing no more discussion Mayor Miller asked if there was a 

motion.  Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the proposal.  Vice Mayor 

Piquet seconded the motion; the vote passed unanimously.  The Bear Cloud 

Sofware SaaS Agreement (STR) is attached as Exhibit F and is 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.      

 

X. Town Manager and Staff Reports 

 

Rick Owen – Manager Holloman stated that Councilman Rick Owen was 

recognized by the North Carolina League of Municipalities at their Annual 
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Conference in Greenville, NC for his 21 years and 8 months of service to the 

Beech Mountain community as an Elected Official.   

 

Water Treatment Plant Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

– Manager Holloman stated that the grand opening held this past Friday, 

October 6, 2017 had a good turnout and was well complimented.   

     

XI. Town Council Comments  

 

Police Report – Councilman Sauer verified information about security checks 

on the Police Report with Police Chief Tim Barnett.  

 

Fred’s General Store Named one of “The South’s Most Charming 

General Stores” by Southern Living – Councilwoman Castiglione 

congratulated Fred’s General Mercantile for receiving Southern Living’s 

designation as one of The South’s Most Charming General Stores. 

 

Community Involvement – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that Jack Van 

Zandt reads the Town Council minutes that are available online and is always 

stating that we are doing good work.  Councilwoman Castiglione encouraged 

the public to look online at the minutes, attend meetings, and to speak during 

public comment.  

 

Board Applications – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that the Council is 

receiving applications to participate on the town’s committees.  If you are a full 

time resident, or a part time resident, and meet any residency requirements 

for the Board you would like to participate on Council would love to have you 

complete an application to serve on one of our committees.  Applications are 

available online.    

 

Wayne Palmer Johnson – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that Police 

Captain Renee Carpenter had lost her father, Wayne Palmer Johnson, over the 

weekend.  Police Chief Tim Barnett stated the service for Mr. Johnson is 

scheduled for 11 am at Palmer Cemetery on Buck Mountain.   

 

Fred’s General Store Named one of “The South’s Most Charming 

General Stores” by Southern Living – Mayor Miller commended Fred’s 

General Mercantile for the recognition they received from Southern Living.   

 

Reuben Mooradian – Mayor Miller stated that Reuben Mooradian would be 

missed.  Councilman Owen stated that Mr. Mooradian would be missed and 

recalled a time when they had all three worked together on town business.  

 

Mayor Miller stated that Council would take a short break at 4:46 p.m. 
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XII. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS §143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client 

Matters – At 4:55 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to enter closed session 

pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of discussing 

attorney-client matters, including Roberta B. Lewis-Solar and Phillip M. Solar 

v. Town of Beech Mountain, Town of Beech Mountain v. Milligan  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Sauer and passed unanimously.  Upon motion by 

Councilman Sauer, seconded by Councilwoman Castiglione, the Council voted 

unanimously to exit closed session at 6:31 p.m. 

 

XIII. Other Business  

 

a. Vote to Closeout Town of Beech Mountain Community Development 

Block Grant #04-D-2705 – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 

Closeout of the Town of Beech Mountain Community Development Block 

Grant #04-D-2705.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the 

vote passed unanimously.  The Closeout of the Town of Beech Mountain 

Community Development Block Grant #04-D-2705 is attached as Exhibit G 

and is incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes. 

 

b. Vote on Ordinance to Amend Street Address Ordinance §154.272 – 

Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2017-08 ‘An 

Ordinance Amending Address Numbering’.  Councilman Sauer seconded 

the motion; the vote passed unanimously.  Ordinance No. 2017-08:  An 

Ordinance to Amend Street Address Ordinance §154.272 is attached as 

Exhibit H and is incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 

minutes.   

 

XIV. Adjourn – At 6:34 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to adjourn, which was 

seconded by Councilman Sauer.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Minutes approved by Town Council on November 14, 2017. 

 

 

                         

                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Jennifer Broderick, MMC 

Town Clerk  
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ATTACHMENT TO MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – October 10, 2017 

 

 

EXHIBIT A – Buckeye Playground / Perry Park Renovation 

 

EXHIBIT B – Budget Amendment #3-2018 

 

EXHIBIT C – Proclamation Recognizing Young Marines National Red Ribbon Week  

 

EXHIBIT D – Resolution No. 2017-09: ‘Resolution of Appreciation to the Great City of 

Raleigh for their Support of the North Carolina League of 

Municipalities’ 

 

EXHIBIT E – Proclamation Honoring the Life of Reuben Mooradian 

EXHIBIT F – Bear Cloud Sofware SaaS Agreement (STR) 

 

EXHIBIT G – Closeout of the Town of Beech Mountain Community Development 

Block Grant #04-D-2705 

 

EXHIBIT H – Ordinance No. 2017-10: An Ordinance to Amend Street Address 

Ordinance §154.272 
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