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MINUTES 
BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – April 8, 2014 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER    
 
Mayor Owen called the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain Town Council to order at  
4:02 p.m., Tuesday, April 8, 2014 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council Members 
present were Alan Holcombe, Paul Piquet, Cindy Keller and E. ‘Rick’ Miller.  Town Attorney Stacy 
C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members present were Town Manager Randy Feierabend; 
Administrative Assistant Dara Barnes, Town Planner James Scott, Public Utilities Director Robert 
Heaton, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, Fire Chief Robert Pudney, Finance Officer Nancy 
Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director Sandy Carr, Tourism Development Authority Coordinator 
Amy Morrison, Building Inspector John Merritt and Police Chief Jerry Turbyfill.       
 
II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
IV. Adoption of Agenda –Mayor Owen stated that the agenda would stand as presented.  
 
V. Approval of the Minutes  

 
a.  March 11, 2014 Regular Meeting – Councilman Miller motioned to approve the March 
11, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the 
vote passed unanimously. 
 
b.  March 11, 2014 Closed Session – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the March 11, 
2014 Closed Session Minutes as amended.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the 
vote passed unanimously.   
 

VI. Public Hearing 
 

a. Public Hearing to Amend Town Burning Regulations – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 
open the public hearing.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.  Town Planner James Scott explained that the proposed amended 
regulations before Council added clarity.  Hearing no public comment Vice Mayor Piquet 
motioned to close the public hearing.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously. 

 
VII. Public Comment 
 

Darcy Gsteiger of 115 W. Shamrock Lane asked if an in ground fire was considered 
enclosed.  Manager Feierabend advised of the Town’s policy.   
 
Lee Wittmann of 102 Rainbow End stated that in the past he and others had cleared brush 
and burned it.  Mr. Wittmann asked if this would still be permitted with the new fire 
ordinance.    
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Fred Pfohl of 501 Beech Mountain Parkway congratulated Town Planner James Scott on his 
new family addition.   

  
VIII. New Business  
 

a. Resolution 2014-02:  A Resolution by the Town Council of the Town of Beech 
Mountain North Carolina Urging the Watauga County Commission to Maintain the 
Ad Valorem Method of Distribution of Sales Tax in Watauga County – Councilman 
Holcombe motioned to adopt and send Resolution No. 2014-02.  Councilman Miller 
seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   Resolution No. 2014-02 is 
attached as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 
minutes.    

 
b. Water Plant Project Update – Benjamin Thomas, P.E. West Consultants stated that 

preliminary plans have been drawn.  It is hopeful that plans will be ready for submittal to 
the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources Public Water 
Supply section on May 15, 2014.  Mr. Thomas stated that the United States Department 
of Agriculture has been reviewing the Towns application.  Once the Towns application 
has been approved at this level it will go to the Washington D.C. office for final approval.  
Mr. Thomas showed diagrams of the planned project stating that right now the goal was 
to have the plans approved with the loan being offered by late summer, then the project 
could be put out to bid in the fall and equipment can be put on order.  In that case, ground 
could be broken in the spring of 2015.  Councilwoman Keller asked that the exterior 
elevations of the building be provided.  Mr. Thomas asked that Council provide feedback 
on the existing finishing.   

 
c. West Consultants Long Term Contract – Attorney Eggers advised Council that the 

agreement before Council was fair and that the construction inspector rate of 
reimbursement was changed from the previous draft.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 
approve the contract.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.     

 
d. FY 13/14 Tourism Development Authority Capital Expenditure Approvals – Amended 

Proposal – Brian Barnes, Chairperson of the Tourism Development Authority, reviewed 
the previous Tourism Development Authority Capital Expenditure Approvals and what 
monies had been spent where thus far in the current fiscal year.  Councilwoman Keller 
questioned the cost and purpose of a $3,500 ice machine.  Mr. Barnes informed Council 
that the total proposed expenditures were $53,380 and that this left $8,000 that the 
Tourism Development Authority was asking Councils permission to be earmarked for 
future capital projects which the committee, comprised of two Tourism Development 
Authority members and two Council members, be permitted to make decisions on what 
projects to move forward on.  Council agreed to the joint committees’ recommendation.  

 
e. Tourism Development Authority Request for Town Funding of Fireworks – 

Councilman Holcombe motioned for the Town to pay for 100% of the fireworks this 
2013 – 2014 fiscal year with the condition that the Tourism Development Authority 
reimburse the Town 50% of the cost in the 2014 – 2015 fiscal year.  Councilwoman 
Keller seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.     
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f. Budget Amendments – Councilman Miller motioned to approve the Part Time Building 

Maintenance Worker budget amendment.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously.  Councilman Holcombe motioned to approve the Sales Tax 
budget amendment.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.   

 
g. Audit Contract – Manager Feierabend provided a staff overview to Council of the pros 

and cons of each firm that had submitted a request for proposal.  Manager Feierabend 
recommended that Council consider increasing the penalties in the contract.  Vice Mayor 
Piquet motioned for the Town to stay with Bryce Holder and Associates.  Councilman 
Miller seconded the motion.  After much discussion the motion failed 3 to 2 against with 
Mayor Owen, Councilwoman Keller and Councilman Holcombe voting nay.  Mayor 
Owen motioned for the Town to Contract with Misty Watson, CPA, PA and to increase 
the penalty to $200 per day.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.   

 
h. Avery County Comprehensive Transportation Plan Demographic Projections – Town 

Planner James Scott explained the process to Council and that the committee is projecting 
a .7% growth rate.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the Avery County 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan Demographic Projections.  Councilman Holcombe 
seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
i. Red Cross Amateur Radio Antenna – Fire Chief Bob Pudney explained that this Red 

Cross Amateur Radio Antenna would be a component of the shelter at Buckeye 
Recreation Center.  Fire Chief Pudney stated that there would be no cost to the Town or 
liability.  Watauga Amateur Radio Club operators would be responsible.  Councilman 
Holcombe motioned to approve the Red Cross Amateur Radio Antenna with the 
conditions that the contract include maintenance and upkeep being the responsibility of 
the Watauga Amateur Radio Club.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.    

 
j. 498 St. Andrews – Utility Adjustment Request – Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton 

provided Council with a brief explanation of events.  After much discussion Council took 
no action.   

 
k. Order to Advertise Delinquent Property Taxes – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 

advertise the delinquent property taxes.  Councilwoman Keller seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously.    

 
IX. Old Business  
 

a. Vote on Ordinance to Amend Town Burning Regulations – Councilman Holcombe 
motioned to approve the ordinance to amend the Towns’ burning regulations.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Ordinance No. 
2014-04 is attached as Exhibit B and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within 
these minutes.       
 

X. Town Manager and Staff Reports  
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Budget Dates – Manager Feierabend asked Council what days they would like to schedule 
budget meetings.  Council determined that they would hold this discussion at their next 
regularly scheduled Council meeting.      
 
Other Water Projects – Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton informed Council that the 
Grassy Gap Aeration Diffusers were replaced.  Mr. Heaton stated that this was an item that 
staff was planning on doing but that the North Carolina Department of Environmental 
Natural Resources Division of Water Resources and Division of Water Quality asked if the 
Town could go ahead and complete the project.  Mr. Heaton stated that the cost was $6,900.  
Mr. Heaton informed Council that the 10” check valve on the backwash pump line was also 
replaced due to the old one breaking over the Martin Luther King weekend. This is located at 
the Water Treatment Plant.  The cost was $5,500.00.  Mr. Heaton advised that the line had to 
be rebuilt due to the fact that a new type of valve was installed.  Mr. Heaton stated that the 
Town has sent a letter to Tom Reeder, Acting Director of the North Carolina Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources Division of Water Quality and Director of the Division 
of Water Resources, regarding the Towns 609 request for the Watauga River Intake Project. 
 
Condemnation, Pre-Condemnation and Repair Status List – Manager Feierabend advised 
Council that a building inspections housing condition report was on the table in front of 
Council.   

 Mayor Owen stated that Council would take a short break at 5:36 p.m.  
 
XI. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Matters – Upon 

motion by Vice Mayor Piquet at 5:45 p.m., seconded by Councilman Miller the Council 
voted unanimously to go into closed session pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) for 
Attorney Client Matters, including Beech Mountain v. Genesis Wildlife Sanctuary.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet motioned to exit closed session at 6:05 p.m., which was seconded by 
Councilman Miller.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
XII. Other Business  
 
Note:  Due to the absence of Administrative Assistant Dara Barnes, the following minutes were taken by Town Attorney Eggers. 

 
Contracts – Council Member Miller stated that he was not comfortable with Department 
Heads being in a position to contractually obligate the resources of the Town without 
approval from either the Town Council or the Town Manager.  Manager Feierabend stated 
that he would advise his department heads that they should not sign any new, non-recurring 
contracts for goods or services without the approval of the Town Manager. 

 
XIII. Adjourn – Councilman Miller motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:07 p.m., which was 

seconded by Councilman Holcombe.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
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Minutes approved by Town Council on May 13, 2014 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted By:    Respectfully Submitted By: 
 
______________________________   ______________________________  
Dara Barnes, Administrative Assistant   Attorney Stacy Eggers IV 
 
 
 
 
                         
                  Richard H. Owen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, CMC 
Town Clerk  
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