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MINUTES 
BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – December 9, 2014 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER    
 
Mayor Owen called the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain Town Council to order at  
4:02 p.m., Tuesday December 9, 2014 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council 
Members present were Alan Holcombe, Paul Piquet, and E. ‘Rick’ Miller.  Council Member Cindy 
Keller was not present.  Town Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members present 
were Town Manager Randy Feierabend; Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance Officer Nancy 
Johnson, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Fire Chief 
Robert Pudney, Building Inspector John Merritt, Parks and Recreation Director Sandy Carr, 
Director of Tourism and Economic Development Kate Gavenus, and Police Chief Shawn Freeman. 
 
II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Mayor Owen welcomed Shawn Freeman as the Town’s new Police 

Chief.  Mayor Owen stated that § IX. Old Business b. ‘Directional Sign Banner Request’ 
would be removed from the agenda.  Mayor Owen stated that the agenda would stand as 
amended.   

 
V. Approval of the Minutes  

 
a.  November 12, 2014 Regular Meeting – Councilman Miller motioned to approve the 
November 12, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion 
and the vote passed unanimously.  
 
b.  November 12, 2014 Closed Session – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 
November 12, 2014 Closed Session Minutes.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion 
and the vote passed unanimously.   
 

VI. Public Hearing 
 

a. Architectural Standards for Commercial District – Councilman Miller motioned to 
open the public hearing.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.  James Scott stated that it was nice to be back on the mountain.  Mr. Scott 
stated that the proposed ordinance in front of Council was about implementing the 
Comprehensive Plan.  One of the most important things that the public provided as 
feedback during the Comprehensive Plan study was to beautify the space that the public 
sees.  These standards, in the ordinance before Council, help create the harmony that the 
Town envisioned when the Comprehensive Plan was developed for new development 
and redevelopment.  Mr. Scott reviewed the types of projects these standards would 
apply to, which were the commercial areas that are zoned C-S1, C-S2, and R-3A that 
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have street frontage alongside the Beech Mountain Parkway from the entrance of the 
Town to Ski Beech.  Mr. Scott explained that projects would need approval before they 
could get a permit.  This approval would come from the Architectural Review 
Committee which is designated as the Planning Board.  Mr. Scott pointed out that 
alternative designs that comply with the intent are considered a conditional use and as 
such would need to go before the Board of Adjustment for the conditional use to be 
permitted.  It is the intent that over time these standards will work together to help Beech 
Mountain align with the character that Beech Mountain would like to have.  Hearing no 
public comment Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to close the public hearing.  Councilman 
Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
VII. Public Comment – There was no public comment.  
 
VIII.  New Business  
 

a. Resolution of Appreciation for Roger Turbyfill – Mayor Owen stated that the Town had 
a Resolution of Appreciation for Roger Turbyfill; a retiring staff member.  Mayor Owen 
read aloud the resolution to all present.  Mr. Turbyfill received a standing ovation.  
Councilman Miller motioned to adopt the Resolution of Appreciation for Roger 
Turbyfill.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
Resolution of Appreciation for Roger Turbyfill is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated 
by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.   

 
b. Reimbursement Resolution for Financing for Water Plant Project – Vice Mayor 

Piquet motioned to adopt Resolution 2014-10 ‘Resolution of the Town of Beech 
Mountain, North Carolina Declaring the Intent of the Town of Beech Mountain, North 
Carolina to Reimburse Itself for Capital Expenditures Incurred in Connection with 
Certain Water System Improvements from the Proceeds of Certain Obligations.’  
Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
Resolution No. 2014-10 Financing for the Water Plant Project is attached as Exhibit B 
and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.   

 
c. Governor’s Crime Commission Grant – Police Chief Shawn Freeman explained the 

Governor’s Crime Commission Grant to Council.  Police Chief Freeman stated that the 
grant opportunity was in the amount of $15,000 and had a deadline of January 31, 2015.  
There would be a bidding process that would need to be met as well.  Councilman Miller 
asked if staff was going to get cameras.  Police Chief Freeman stated staff is looking into 
getting body cameras.  Currently there is a bill in place which would make this a 
requirement for all officers.  Councilman Miller motioned for staff to apply for the 
Governor’s Crime Commission Grant.   Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the 
vote passed unanimously.   

 
d. Approval to Open Bank Account – Finance Officer Nancy Johnson stated this request 

was being made to accept the Fire Department’s certificates of deposit.  The account 
would be open with Mountain Community Bank. Councilman Holcombe motioned for 
staff to open the bank account.   Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.   
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e. Tax Releases – Mayor Owen reviewed the 9 tax releases before Council.  Councilman 

Miller motioned to accept the 9 tax releases.   Councilman Holcombe seconded the 
motion and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
f. Planning Board Appointments – Mayor Owen stated that Council had information in 

front of them providing those individuals whose terms were expiring.  Vice Mayor 
Piquet motioned to appoint Mike Chase to the Planning Board and to reappoint John 
Hoffman to the Planning Board.  Attorney Four Eggers stated that individuals may not 
serve on both the Planning Board and the Board of Adjustment.  Mike Chase verbally 
resigned from the Board of Adjustment.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion 
and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
g. Board of Adjustment Appointments – Mayor Owen stated that Council had information 

in front of them providing those individuals whose terms were expiring.  Councilman 
Holcombe motioned to appoint Carl Marquardt to the Board of Adjustment to fill the 
remainder of Mike Chase’s term.  Carl Marquardt was currently serving as a Board of 
Adjustment Alternate.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to reappoint Bernie Knepka and Fred France 
to the Board of Adjustment.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.  Mayor Owen pointed out to the public that the Town was in need 
of 2 new Board of Adjustment Alternates.    

 
h. Recreation Committee Appointments – Mayor Owen stated that Council had 

information in front of them providing those individuals whose terms had expired.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet stated that there had been some discussion over what was happening with 
the direction of this committee.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to reappoint Fred Pfohl 
and Barbara Piquet to the Recreation Committee and to appoint Urs Gsteiger and Gloria 
Algae to the Recreation Committee.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the 
vote passed unanimously.   

 
i. Tourism Development Authority Appointment – Mayor Owen stated that Council had 

information in front of them about a member stepping down from their position.  
Councilman Holcombe motioned to appoint Talia Freeman to fill the remainder of Candi 
Catoe’s term.   Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.   

 
j. Adoption of the Town Council 2015 Meeting Schedule – Mayor Owen stated that the 

2014 regular meeting schedule has been 4:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month.  
Vice Mayor Piquet motioned for Councils regular 2015 meetings to be held on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 4:00 p.m. at Town Hall in the Council Chamber Room.  
Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
IX. Old Business 
 

a. Vote on Architectural Standards for Commercial District – Mayor Owen stated that 
Council has had a couple of months to look over his proposed ordinance.  Councilman 
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Miller stated that James Scott had answered his question which was to identify the 
Architectural Review Committee.  Attorney Four Eggers pointed out to Council that they 
could elect to have either the Planning Board or the Board of Adjustment as the 
Architectural Review Committee.  Council agreed that they liked the Planning Board 
assuming this role.  Vice Mayor stated that he was happy with this proposed ordinance 
and that it was in align with the Comprehensive Plan.  Councilman Miller asked about 
metal buildings.  Mr. Scott stated that under building materials the proposed ordinance 
does speak to precast buildings.  Councilman Miller stated that the Town may be redoing 
the Public Works Building in the future.  Mr. Scott stated that as long as there were other 
materials that were used as accent points then a metal building could still be used.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the ordinance for the Architectural Standards for 
Commercial District.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.  Ordinance No. 2014-05 is attached as Exhibit C and incorporated by 
reference as if fully set out within these minutes.   

 
X. Town Manager, Staff Reports and Council Concerns 
 

Quarterly Financial Report – Manager Feierabend stated that this report was in front of 
Council.   

 
Introduce Town’s New Director of Tourism and Economic Development – Manager 
Feierabend introduced Kate Gavenus as the Town’s new Director of Tourism and Economic 
Development.  There was a round of applause.    
 
Vehicle Budget Amendment – Manager Feierabend stated that Building Inspector John 
Merritt’s vehicle frame was broken.  Mr. Merritt is happy to have a small sport utility 
vehicle as a replacement.  Manager Feierabend stated that Council had three quotes before 
them for new vehicles for their consideration.  Manager Feierabend stated that staff was 
happy to get a used vehicle as well.  Mayor Owen asked if there was one vehicle that staff 
would prefer to have in their fleet.  Manager Feierabend stated that the Town has 
traditionally gone with the vehicle that gives the Town the best price and provides the Town 
with the minimum features that staff is looking for.  Councilman Miller motioned to 
purchase the Jeep Patriot for $21,940.  The motion died for a lack of the second.  Council 
held further discussion.  Councilman Miller motioned to purchase the Jeep Patriot for 
$21,940.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Mayor 
Owen asked if staff undercoats the vehicles.  Public Works Director Riley Hatch stated that 
most vehicles come with some type of undercoating and that two of the larger companies 
that used to provide this undercoating have gone out of business. 
 
Garbage – Manager Feierabend stated that there are citizens that continue to ask the Town 
to do something about the bear issue with garbage.  Manager Feierabend stated that it is not 
the Town’s job to pick up the garbage.  Manager Feierabend stated that Watauga County is 
not interested in working with Republic Services because so much of the garbage that 
Republic Services would be dealing with is from the Avery County side of the Town.  
Manager Feierabend informed Council that Republic Services has not provided the Town 
with more information on what their proposed rates would be.  Manager Feierabend 
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informed Council that he has been in communication with Renee Castiglione, Property 
Manager of Holiday Beech Villas.     
 
109 Charter Hills and 159 Hornbeam Road – Manager Feierabend informed Council that 
Sandra Seltzer would like to donate 109 Charter Hills Road and 159 Hornbeam Road to the 
Town with no conditions.  Manager Feierabend stated that he had received an email 
formally making the request from Sandra Seltzer.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to accept 
the lot donation of 109 Charter Hills and 159 Hornbeam Road.  Councilman Holcombe 
seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   
 
Bears – Mayor Owen stated that the Town is constantly hearing about the bears with 
questions about what the Town is going to do about the bear issue with the garbage.  Mayor 
Owen stated that people can either take their trash to the Recycling Center or that they can 
take the responsibility that comes along with curb side pickup of picking up their garbage 
that gets strewn about by the animals when it is placed outside too early.  Mayor Owen 
stated that going away from curb side pickup sounds like a good idea until you have people 
sticking their trash in the woods.  Mayor Owen stated that the Town does have the remedy 
available to fine individuals who are not picking up their trash when the bears get into it.  
Mayor Owen stated that the sanitation department is an enterprise fund.  Mayor Owen 
recommended that the Town consider easing into providing more locations for people to 
take their trash to.  Brian Barnes stated his encouragement for providing multiple 
convenience centers versus continuing with curb side pickup.  Mr. Barnes stated that the 
Town is feeding the bears unless they are using the Town’s Recycling Center for their 
garbage needs.  Councilman Miller asked that staff notify the community that garbage needs 
to be put out that morning of pick up or taken to the Recycling Center.  Councilman Miller 
stated that as discussion continues he is more inclined to go the route of creating 
neighborhood Recycling Centers.  Public Works Director Riley Hatch stated that staff does 
go out to pick up the garbage when there are animal incidents; up to 2 occasions.  After 
these 2 times have been used owners receive a letter from staff, with pictures of the issue, 
notifying them of the fine for this continued behavior.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated that there is 
some responsibility of being a property owner.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated that neighborhood 
Recycling Centers cannot be placed in areas where people have residencies.       
 
Condemnation, Pre-condemnation, and Repair Properties Report – Manager Feierabend 
pointed out the Condemnation, Pre-condemnation, and Repair Properties Report in front of 
them.    

 
 Mayor Owen stated that Council would take a short break at 4:56 p.m.   
 
XI. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Matters; NC GS 

143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel Matters – Upon motion by Councilman Holcombe at 5:05 p.m., 
seconded by Vice Mayor Piquet the Council voted unanimously to go into closed session 
pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) for Attorney Client Matters, including Beech Mountain 
v. Genesis Wildlife Sanctuary; NC GS 143-318.11(a)(6) for Personnel Matters.  Councilman 
Miller motioned to exit closed session at 5:30 p.m., which was seconded by Vice Mayor 
Piquet.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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XII. Other Business  
 

Budget Amendment – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the budget amendment in the 
amount of $6,882.20 for the costs, taxes and fees of the Lindsay Scheer property.  
Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
XIII. Adjourn – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:31 p.m., which was 

seconded by Councilman Holcombe.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was 
adjourned 5:31 p.m. 

 
Minutes approved by Town Council on January 13, 2015. 
 

 
 
                         
                  Richard H. Owen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, CMC 
Town Clerk  
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