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MINUTES 
BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – March 8, 2011 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Rick Owen called the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain Town Council to order at  
3:06 p.m., Tuesday March 8, 2011 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council Members 
present were Paul Piquet, Rick Miller, Cindy Keller and Alan Holcombe.  Town Attorney Stacy C. 
Eggers, IV was present.  Staff members present were Town Manager Randy Feierabend; Town Clerk 
Jennifer Broderick, Finance Officer Nancy Johnson, Recreation Director Eric Jelinski, Public 
Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Public Works Director Riley Hatch and Town Planner James Scott.   
 
II. Invocation – John Troxler presented the invocation.  
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Mayor Owen amended the agenda to include under § VIII. New 

Business item f. Local Legislation Request.  Mayor Owen stated the agenda would stand as 
amended.  

 
V. Approval of the Minutes – February 8, 2011 Regular Meeting & February 10, 2011 

Planning Retreat – Councilwoman Keller indicated that the February 8, 2011 § VIII. New 
Business item c. Audit Report from Bryce Holders Office should reflect that the 2009/2010 
audit report showed that Town revenues were up and expenses were down.  Councilman 
Miller motioned to approve the amended minutes for February 8, 2011 as well as the 
February 10, 2011 minutes.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.  

   
VI. Public Hearing  
 

a.  Radio Read Meter Financing – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to open the public hearing.  
Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   Manager 
Feierabend stated that it is anticipated the Town will be going through BB&T with a 10 year 
loan having an interest rate of 3.11%.  Hearing no public comment Vice Mayor Piquet 
motioned to close the public hearing.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the 
vote passed unanimously. 

 
VII. Public Comment – Fred Pfohl, Chairman of the Recreation Committee, addressed Council 

regarding the need for an all-terrain vehicle for the outdoor recreation department.  This 
vehicle would assist in maintaining the Towns 20 plus miles of hiking trails; work around 
Buckeye Recreation Center, as well as plowing the Greenway Trail in the winter and 
assisting with events.  Mr. Pfohl felt that the vehicle would greatly assist employees in 
performing their duties more efficiently.  The approximate cost for a used all-terrain vehicle 
would be $6,500.      

 
VIII. New Business 
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a.  Parking and Snowplowing Issues on Skiloft – Kevin Mullins – Kevin Mullins was not 
present.  As a courtesy Mayor Owen directed Council to readdress this item again after § 
VIII. New Business item f. Local Legislation Request.   
 
b.  Advertise Delinquent Property Taxes – Randy Feierabend – Councilman Miller 
motioned to approve the advertisement.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the 
vote passed unanimously.  
    
c.  Part Time Radio Read Meter Inspector – Randy Feierabend – Manager Feierabend 
stated that staff felt that there was a need for direct oversight of the work being performed by 
Iron Mountain in order to improve quality control.  After much discussion Councilman Miller 
motioned to approve the part time radio read meter inspector position.  Councilman 
Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Mayor Owen stated that 
the salary would be established between himself and Manager Feierabend.   
 
d.  Request to Set Public Hearing for Erosion Control Ordinance – James Scott – Town 
Planner James Scott advised Council that this proposed ordinance amendment is being 
mandated by the State.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to schedule the public hearing for 
Councils upcoming April meeting.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously. 
  
e.  Request to Set Public Hearing to Amend Title XV Land Usage §154.272 “Exempt 
Signs” – James Scott – Town Planner James Scott stated that currently any off premises 
signs are prohibited.  The intention had been to keep billboards from being erected; however 
there are major points of interest within the Town and the placement of directional signs 
would greatly aid visitors in navigating their way around the mountain.  The proposed 
ordinance would allow the Town to oversee the type of sign that was put up.  Vice Mayor 
Piquet motioned to set the public hearing for Councils next regularly scheduled meeting.  
Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously. 
 
f.  Local Legislation Request – Attorney Eggers stated that he has looked into the issues as 
they relate to charging availability fees for the provision of water and sewer.  The way the 
statute reads is that anyone who is connected to the Town’s water and sewer system is 
required to pay the availability fees as well as their uses.  Anyone who has a building that has 
water and sewer available to them but is not connected is required to pay the availability fees.  
Approximately 2/3’s of the Town’s undeveloped lots do have access to water and sewer.  The 
question is whether the Town can charge an availability fee to these lots for having access to 
water even though they are undeveloped.  The current statute does not permit this type of fee.  
This can be addressed through local legislation with the General Assembly due to the unique 
circumstances and design of the Town.  Attorney Eggers stated that he has spoken with 
Representative Jordan and Senator Soucek regarding this issue and the feasibility related to 
that.  Senator Soucek seemed receptive to the idea if this is something Council wished to 
proceed with.  The deadline to file a local bill was March 1st and has passed however Senator 
Soucek has the ability to file a blank local bill for any needs that he sees coming up.  Senator 
Soucek indicated that he would be willing to use the local bill place holder that he had for the 
Town of Beech Mountain.  Representative Jordan stated that he was receptive to the idea as 
well.  The deadline to file with Representative Jordan is March 16th.  The General 
Assembly’s crossover deadline is May 12th.  The crossover date is the date that proposed 
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legislation must have moved on from the House to the Senate.  Attorney Eggers stated that 
Council would need to get in touch directly with their representatives in order to move 
forward and that he was able to draft the legislation.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 
proceed.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
Mayor Owen stated that Council was simply trying to gain the authority to be able to charge 
an availability fee to undeveloped lots that have access to water and sewer and that there was 
no indication that this would be passed by the General Assembly.  Councilman Holcombe 
explained that the State Legislation has been moving towards removing any tax collection 
revenue from funding water and sewer projects.  This means that those charges would have to 
be charged to the users of the service.  To soften this impact Council was of the opinion that 
it would be good to have an option available to spread out the responsibility amongst all lot 
owners that have access.      
 
Revisited Item a. Parking and Snowplowing Issues on Skiloft – Kevin Mullins – Mayor 
Owen stated that Council would table item a. Parking and Snowplowing Issues on Skiloft 
since Mr. Mullins had not been able to attend the meeting.  
 

IX. Old Business 
 

a.  Vote on Resolution for Local Government Commission for Financing of Radio Read 
Meter Project – Mayor Owen – Councilman Holcombe motioned to approve the amended 
resolution.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
  
b.  Town Website – James Scott – Town Planner James Scott whole heartedly thanked Kathy 
Khalifa, a local resident and web design professional, for the numerous amount of time that 
she had dedicated to the Town in order to assist in updating the Town’s website.  Mr. Scott 
showed Council the Town’s current website as well as Mrs. Khalifa’s proposed design for the 
Town.  Mr. Scott pointed out that the updated site has several advantages one of which was 
appearance.  Moreover the new site scales to the size of the user’s page and also uses a 
template that ensures a continuous theme for all of the pages.  Flexibility is another 
advantage.  With this program the Town is able to rotate slide shows of seasonal photos and 
change background images.  The last major advantage to the new site is that it utilizes a 
content management system that is designed to allow ease of use.  Council unanimously 
extended their gratitude to Mrs. Khalifa stating that the new site was very impressive.  
Councilman Holcombe motioned to approve the new site to go live.  Vice Mayor Piquet 
seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Mayor Owen directed staff at the to 
contact Mrs. Khalifa to discuss appropriate compensation.     
  
c.  Ordinance Creating Conditional Use Standards for Campgrounds – James Scott – 
Town Planner James Scott stated that since the previous meeting the utility issue had been 
revised.  The intent of the revisions were to make it clear that the Town’s water and sewer 
ordinance standards would apply with only modifications as necessary for the unique 
situation posed by campgrounds.  The required distance to hook up to the Town’s utility 
system is 1,000’ for individual water and sewer connections.  Sewage dumping stations are 
not covered under the current water and sewer ordinance so regulations have been included in 
the proposed campground ordinance.  Availability fees are also addressed because the 
calculation method needed to be different.  The amount will be based on 100 square feet.  
Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the ordinance.  Councilwoman Keller seconded the 
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motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Ordinance No. 2011-02 is attached as Exhibit A 
and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.   
 
d.  Tree Committee Terms for Appointed Members – Randy Feierabend – Councilman 
Holcombe motioned to designate 3 year terms to Tree Committee Members Marge Bailey, 
Renee Castiglione and Peter Patton and that Cindy Keller and the vacant position would 
serve a 2 year term.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.    
  
e.  Tourism Development Authority Appointment of Vice Chairperson – Mayor Owen – 
Councilman Holcombe motioned to appoint Judy Decker as the Vice Chairperson to the 
Tourism Development Authority.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.   
 

X. Town Manager and Staff Reports 
 

Budget Amendment for the Water/Sewer Fund for Water Meter Parts – Manager 
Feierabend stated that it is very likely that funding will be available from the loan by April 1st 
and that these monies will be reimbursed once that loan has been secured.  Councilman 
Holcombe motioned to approve the budget amendment.  Councilman Miller seconded the 
motion and the vote passed unanimously.   
 
Stack Stone Flower Beds – Manager Feierabend informed Council that staff was proposing 
to create stack stone flower beds throughout the Town as part of the beautification process.  
Staff wanted to make sure to keep these areas away from where the Town pushes snow.  By 
doing so the whiskey barrels that are used for potting flowers would be preserved.  Council 
agreed that this was a good idea.   
 
Town Hall Parking Arrangement – Manager Feierabend stated that Town Hall’s parking lot 
was scheduled to be sealed this spring.  Council had before them a proposed parking lot plan 
for Town Hall which would provide for a total of 34 parking spaces.  Council instructed staff 
to stripe the parking lot as the proposed plan was laid out.   
 
Including Shared Leave in the Town’s Personnel Policy – Manager Feierabend stated that 
most Town’s have a shared leave policy.  Council instructed staff to work on a policy.  
Manager Feierabend stated that staff would present the proposed policy to Council at their 
April meeting.   
 
30 Year Anniversary May 1st – Manager Feierabend stated that an estimated cost of $3,600 
has been provided by the committee that is planning the Town’s 30 Year Anniversary 
celebration.  The party will be catered and there will be a live band.  Councilman Miller 
motioned to appropriate up to $4,000 to fund the event.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the 
motion and the vote passed unanimously.   
 
Genesis – Councilwoman Keller stated that she had a meeting with Friends of Genesis and 
that Genesis was now in compliance with the Town’s existing lease agreement.  
Councilwoman Keller asked if other Council members would be interested in setting up a 
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time and place to discuss potential future arrangements.  Council agreed that they would be 
willing to meet and hear ideas from Genesis. 
 
Mayor Owen had Council take a short break at 4:23 p.m.  Council reconvened at 4:39 p.m.         

 
XI. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Matters and NC GS 

143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel Matters – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to go into closed session 
at 4:39 p.m.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to come out of closed session at 4:55 p.m.  Councilman 
Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   

 
XII. Other Business 
 

Proposed Lot Budget Amendment – Councilman Miller motioned for the amount of 
$172,078 be moved from the fund balance to pay for the expenditure of purchasing the 5.89 
acre lot.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.     

 
Proposed All Terrain Vehicle for Outdoor Recreation Department – Vice Mayor Piquet was 
in favor of the Recreation Department acquiring an all-terrain vehicle as long as the monies 
for this purchase could be found within the Recreation Departments budget.  After much 
discussion it was concluded that the Recreation Department needed to be able to pay for this 
purchase with their own funds.   
 
Litter on the Beech Mountain Parkway – Councilwoman Keller stated that the Town needed 
to come up with a plan for removing the litter on the Beech Mountain Parkway as you come 
up the mountain.  Staff was instructed to find a solution.   

 
XIII.  Recessed – After much discussion amongst Council; Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to recess 

the meeting at 5:01p.m to Thursday, March 24th at 4:00 p.m. at Town Hall.  Councilman 
Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  

 
XIX. Reconvened – Vice Mayor Piquet reconvened the Regular Meeting of March 8, 2011 at 4:06 

p.m., Thursday March 24, 2011 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council 
Members present were Rick Miller, Cindy Keller and Alan Holcombe.  Mayor Owen was 
absent from the meeting.  Staff members present were Town Manager Randy Feierabend; 
Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick and Recreation Director Eric Jelinski.     

 
XX. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance Flag.   
 
XXI. Agenda – Vice Mayor Piquet amended the agenda to include under § XII. Other Business; 

All Terrain Vehicle, Letter of Support for the Land of Oz and Recommencing the Genesis 
Discussion from the previous Council Meeting.  Councilman Miller motioned to add All 
Terrain Vehicle to the agenda.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote 
passed unanimously.  Councilman Holcombe motioned to add the Letter of Support for the 
Land of Oz to the agenda.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated the agenda would stand as amended.  

 
XXII. Other Business – 
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All Terrain Vehicle – Manager Feierabend provided information on the Recreation 
Departments budget.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated that the Recreation Department needed this 
item now so that they could start repairing the trails immediately for this summers’ use.  
After much discussion Councilman Holcombe motioned to approve $10,000 from fund 
reserve to be used by the Recreation Department for the purchase of an all terrain vehicle and 
this year’s trail maintenance.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed 
unanimously.   

 
Letter of Support for the Land of Oz – Councilwoman Keller stated that for several years she 
had been hoping that Appalachian State University would reopen their Cultural Museum but 
that unfortunately this has not happened.  It has been disclosed that the Cultural Museum 
would not be reopened and that the possessions it held would be disbursed to other entities.  
Years ago the Land of Oz donated numerous items to Appalachian State University’s 
Cultural Museum and would now like to see these items returned.  Councilwoman Keller 
stated that she had a meeting scheduled with the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
who is over the Cultural Museum to discuss the return of these donated items.  
Councilwoman Keller stated that she already had support from the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Historic Society.  Councilwoman Keller was requesting that Council show their 
support through a letter to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.  Councilman Miller 
motioned for staff to generate a letter of support.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the 
motion and the vote passed unanimously.     
  
Recommencing the Genesis Discussion – Councilwoman Keller stated that she met with Eva 
Jones, Suzane Haliburton and Leslie Hayhurst a couple of weeks ago. Genesis has the funds 
to clean up the Genesis Center and would like to move forward with providing a learning 
center there.  As for the lease on this property between the Genesis and the Town; Genesis 
would like to retain the same lease and not have to give up their dome.  Additionally Genesis 
is very content with establishing their Fireweed Facility.  On another note there is an 
individual who is interested in donating a 3 bedroom 2 bath modular home to a non-profit 
organization such as Genesis or the Town.  The modular home is 28’ by 56’ and is currently 
located in Woodland Meadows.  The approximate cost to move the building is $30,000.  The 
owner of the modular home is willing to pay half of the moving expense.  Genesis has two 
locations that they would potentially be interested in having this building moved to.  
Councilwoman Keller asked Council if there was any interest amongst council members in 
moving this modular home onto Town property.  Vice Mayor Piquet stated that he was not in 
favor of spending this amount of money on a modular home in the hopes that some time in 
the future the Town would have a need for it.  As for the lease with Genesis he was not in 
favor of having multiple land leases with Genesis.  Genesis can continue with their building 
on Fireweed and use the center at Buckeye Lake as a learning center.  Councilwoman Keller 
stated that the Condor Program at Lees-McRae could be interested in the learning program.  
Councilman Miller stated that he was not in favor of putting up tax payer money for the 
purchase of this building and felt that Mrs. Hayhurst should continue to move forward with 
her project on Fireweed.  Councilman Holcombe suggested that they contact Lees McCrae to 
see if they have any interest in working together with the Town; pointing out that they have 
students that are in need of a facility.  This idea seemed to have a lot more long term vitality 
to it.   
 
Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick was excused from the meeting at 4:45 p.m.  



 
 

 
MINUTES – BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

March 8, 2011 Reconvened March 24, 2011 Page 7 OF 7 
 

 
Councilman Holcombe motioned that the Town open a dialogue with Lees-McRae College 
about the possibility of them establishing a wildlife preserve up here with the idea being that 
Lees-McRae would maintain and run the facility and the Town would provide the property.  
Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   
 

 
XXIII.  Adjourn – Councilman Holcombe motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:56 p.m.  Councilman 

Miller seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
 

Minutes approved by Town Council on April 12, 2011. 
 
 

                         
                   Rick Owen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, Town Clerk 
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