
 

MINUTES 

Special Town Council 
meeting Meeting  

11:00 AM - Monday, February 25, 2019 

Council Chambers 

  

The Special Town Council meeting of the Town of Beech Mountain was called to order on 
Monday, February 25, 2019, at 11:00 AM, in the Council Chambers, with the following 
members present: 

  

COUNCIL 
PRESENT: 

Mayor Renee Castiglione 

Vice-Mayor Barry Kaufman 

Councilman Carl Marquardt 

Councilman Weidner Abernethy 

Councilman Wendel Sauer 

COUNCIL 
EXCUSED: 

 

 

STAFF 
PRESENT: 

Town Manager Tim Holloman 

Attorney Stacy Eggers, IV 

Town Clerk Tamara Mercer 

Director of Special Projects Riley Hatch 

Fire Chief Robert Pudney 

  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
 2.1. Agenda adoption 

 

Motion 

 

Wendel Sauer made a motion to adopt the agenda and Weidner Abernethy 
seconded the motion. CARRIED. unanimously.  

 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.1. Board of Adjustment- 1st alternate vacant position appointment, please note: 

Town Council appointed this position in January however since that 
nomination, the candidate no longer resides in Beech Mountain therefore Town 
Council is seeking to appoint another candidate. 

 

Motion 
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Barry Kaufman made a motion to nominate Jennifer Laverack to the first 
alternate member position on the Board of Adjustment and  Wendel Sauer 
seconded the motion. CARRIED. unanimously.  

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 4.1. Buckeye Lake Landing Zone approach - Mayor Castiglione stated that the 

purpose of this project is for emergency services so that a patient experiencing 
an incident may be transported via emergency services helicopter and travel 
much quicker to a hospital from the area. 

  

            Special Projects Director, Riley Hatch reviewed the scope and specs 
for the contract bidding for the Landing Zone Approach at Buckeye Recreation 
Center.  Attached for consideration by Town Council were the plan layout and 
map survey and site improvement details as submitted by the consultant 
WithersRavenel Engineering. The bid was advertised and the Town received 
two contract bids, one from Act Contracting and from M & M Construction as 
submitted respectively. 

 

 

              Mr. Hatch said the project was originally for a 10-foot wide x 215-foot 
roadway but it made sense to expand that to a 20-foot wide x 215-foot length of 
roadway in order to accommodate parking on to the ballfield or other needs so 
the scope was expanded.  He also asked for three electrical pipes to be 
installed under-ground. Mr. Hatch pointed out that the scope of work was 
expanded as per staff's direction and the engineered plan.  Three electrical 
conduits are proposed for infrastructure needs such as street lights, etc.  The 
road has a 2% grade to the tennis courts for a drainage ditch to flow towards a 
culvert as well as the rear side drainage culvert.  

 

             Mr. Hatch added that the bid was advertised last fall and we received 
no bids so this is the second time we have advertised and we received the two 
submitted bids.  He explained the process for advertising the bid.  He noted 
that the first contractor's bid from Act Contracting did not produce the proper 
paperwork necessary; therefore, Staff recommends accepting the bid from M & 
M Construction. 

  

             There was a lengthy question and answer period regarding the details 
of the Landing Zone and the approach.   Mr. Hatch explained the layout of  the 
road into the ball field, the right-of-way, and using the zone and approach at 
the ballfield to land a helicopter.  Mayor Castiglione stated we are also planning 
for the future needs of parking and events there.  She said there is never 
enough parking and vehicles are scattered up the offshoot roads.  She 
stressed considering future growth and also the Shane Outpost Park 
improvements. 

  

             In response to Vice mayor Kaufman's inquiry regarding the drainage, 
Mr. Hatch further expounded on how there is standing water and how the 
project has been graded to direct the water flow towards the catch basins.  
Councilman Abernethy agreed and said the current drains don't work, it is a 
swamp.  Vice mayor Kaufman noted that it's not firm ground.   
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              Mr. Holloman reviewed the process for Town Council and noted that 
Council could elect to reject the bids and we could re-open the bidding process 
again.  Councilman Abernethy expressed doubts as he has spoken to his 
engineer and in looking at the area, it is not that significant to stabilize and we 
should go back to the original project and price.  He could support spending 
$42,000 more but nothing more beyond that. 

  

              Councilman Marquardt believed that would be shortsighted as we 
need to increase the width to 20-feet and do it properly.  He said forward 
thinking is better than saving money now rather than fixing it later.  He asked if 
this meets all requirements for the access zone and Mayor Castiglione agreed 
this would meet the Town's needs for good access to the Landing Zone and 
achieve additional parking to the Recreation Center. 

  

            Removable bollards are included in the plan, pointed out Mr. Holloman.  
In response to Councilman Abernethy question regarding the emergency 
services input, Chief Pudney stated he requested this four years ago and he 
had requested it in his budget.  There was further accounting of the history of 
emergency services and  Public Works discussions regarding the plans and 
scope of the project.  Mr. Holloman reviewed how much was spent on the 
engineered plans and the consultant fees.   

  

            Attorney Eggers reviewed the procedure and requirements for 
accepting further bids and for the bids received.  He explained the General 
Statute requirements for accepting the lowest responsible bidder.  Attorney 
Eggers pointed out that Mr. Hatch was right, the Act Contracting bid is not 
considered a responsive bid as per the State statute.  

  

              Councilman Marquardt did not believe in delaying the project further 
and while the grass turf is more expensive, it fits the long term goal for the 
Recreation Center, the Shane Outpost Park improvements and for the Fire 
Department needs and emergency services. 

 

Motion 

 

Carl Marquardt made a motion to reject the ACT Contracting bid, as it is not a 
responsive bid and to accept M & M Construction bid including the turf grass 
and the expanded 20-foot width as engineered in the submitted plans, as this 
meets the needs moving forward for planning and growth at the Landing Zone 
Approach. Wendel Sauer seconded the motion. CARRIED. 4-1 (opposed: 
Weidner Abernethy).   

 4.2. Golf Cart Committee appointments: review of applications received for the Golf 
Cart Committee-  

  

              Mayor Castiglione noted that the Town received 10 applications and 
one rescinded.  She nominated Urs Gsteiger, Brian Barnes, Linda Strom, Carol 
Beckman, Harriet Chamberlain, Dr. Joseph Berg, and Shelley Hull to serve on 
the committee.  
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Motion 

 

Carl Marquardt made a motion to approve the nominations to the Golf Cart 
Committee and Wendel Sauer seconded the motion. CARRIED. unanimously.   

 4.3.           Mr. Holloman discussed the timeframe for the members to meet and it 
was suggested that they meet two times in March and two times in April, in 
order to give Council a recommendation from the Golf Cart Committee, which 
can be presented to Town Council in May.  It was determined the committee 
can decide how often they meet, and to vet their objective, move forward with 
their recommendation.  

 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 5.1. No further business and the meeting adjourned at 11:33 a.m. 

 

Motion 

 

Wendel Sauer made a motion  to adjourn and  Weidner Abernethy seconded 
the motion. CARRIED. unanimously.  

 

Town Clerk 

Mayor, Town of Beech Mountain 
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