
organizing the annual Kid’s Fishing Derby at Lake 
Coffey. This event is scheduled this year for 
Saturday, June 27th at 9 a.m. Peter was also given 
the privilege of unveiling Parks and Recreation’s 
latest amenity, a five-seat pedal boat. The pedal 
boat and two new canoes were purchased with 
grants from tourism taxes through the Tourism 
Development Authority. 
 
 

BUCKEYE PLANS BUSY SEASON 
 
The Town of Beech Mountain birthday party kicked 
off a new and busy season of recreational activities 
and opportunities on Beech Mountain. These 
include Beech Mountain Metric bike ride held on 
May 16, the Emerald Outback Trail grand reopening 
June 6-7; and, the annual Cool Five race the 
weekend of June 19-20.  
 
The Cool Five Weekend offers events for walkers, 
fun runners, children and dog-walkers. It 
culminates in a race along a five-mile route with 
severe elevation changes. It attracts and challenges 
some of the top distance runners in the region and 
beyond. 
 
Buckeye Recreation Center continues to offer 
fitness classes and other activities on a daily basis. 
The spring-summer-fall operating hours are 
Monday-Saturday 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Sunday noon-6 
p.m. The Fitness Room is open 24/7 to members. 
 

BEECH MOUNTAIN’S BIRTHDAY PARTY 
 

June has been declared Family Fun Month in Beech 
Mountain, but the town got a one-month head start 
with its annual birthday celebration on May 1 at 
Buckeye Recreation Center. The free party, marking the 
town’s 34th birthday, attracted several hundred 
residents, who brought “covered dish” salads and sides 
to go with the fried chicken provided by the Town. 
 
All the town departments created displays showcasing 
the improvements and offering information which will 
be helpful as we enter into our summer season. The 
recreation department highlighted the new hiking 
schedule, fitness classes and other amazing programs. 
The Fire and Police Departments offered new 
information about safety and services, complete with 
stickers, swirling lights and demos. 
 
The celebration coincided with Arbor Day, and on 
display were six apple trees to be added to the Buckeye 
Orchard, courtesy of Betsy Murray and family. 
Continuing the Arbor Day theme, the recreation center 
also honored and thanked Steve, known as the 
“orchard man” of the recreation center, and Cathy for 
their work replanting and reviving the orchard and 
installing fencing to keep the deer away. Guests were 
invited to take home a Sugar Maple tree to plant and 
help keep the Town of Beech Mountain a “Tree City 
USA”. 
 
Another honoree at the celebration was fisherman 
extraordinaire Peter Patton, who was recognized for 

about the service to the Town of Beech Mountain 
provided by the Department. Children may enjoy 
playing in the Fireman’s Park next to the Station. 
For more information call Fire Chief Bob Pudney at 
387-4612. 
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TOWN HALL MEETING SCHEDULES 
The Beech Mountain Town Council meets at 4 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of each month:  July 14, August 11. 
The Planning Board meets at 9 a.m. the last Tuesday of each 
month:  June 30, July28. 
The Tourism Development Authority meets at 9:30 a.m. the last 
Wednesday of each month:  June 24, July 29. 
The Recreation Committee meets at 8:30 a.m. the first Thursday of 
each month:  July 9. 
August 6 
The Board of Adjustment meets as needed at 6 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of each month:  July 7, August 4 
The Tree Committee meets as needed at 10 a.m. on the first 
Monday of each month:  July 6, August 3 

 

STAFF 
Town Manager:  Randy Feierabend (828) 387-4236 ext. 226 
Finance Officer:  Steve Smith (828) 387-4236 ext. 225 
Town Clerk/HR:  Jennifer Broderick (828) 387-4236 ext. 224 
Tax Collector:  Rebecca Ward (828) 387-4236 ext. 223 
Utility Billing Clerk:  Mary Riley (828)387-4236 ext. 221 
Building Inspector:  John Merritt (828)387-4236 ext. 227 
Public Works Director:  Riley Hatch (828) 387-9282 
Police Chief:  Shawn Freeman (828) 387-2342 ext. 233 
Interim Parks and Recreation Director:  Sean Royal (828) 387-3003 
Planning Director:  James “Jes” Scott (828) 387-4236 ext. 237 
Utilities Director:  Robert Heaton (828) 387-9282 
Fire Chief:  Robert “Bob” Pudney (828) 387-4612 
Tourism and Economic Development:  Kate Gavenus (828) 387-
9283 



Registration is now open for Buckeye’s Adventure 
Summer Camp. This year the camp will welcome 
campers on a flexible basis to fit family schedules - 
from one-day visits to visits of a week or more. Call 
the Recreation Center at (828) 387-3003 to register 
or for more information about the camp. 
 

HISTORY MUSEUM PLANS NEW 
EXHIBITS 

 
The Beech Mountain History Museum will open in 
June with at least two new exhibits – one on early 
timber and lumber mill operations and the railroads 
built to support that industry and provide passenger 
service, and another on the mountain’s development 
as an important venue for cycling competition. The 
Museum was open during the Beech Mountain 
Metric Race May 15-16 with a display of a cycling 
exhibit. 
 

 

EMERALD OUTBACK RENOVATION 
 
A cause for celebration this spring is the “grand 
reopening” of the renovated Emerald Outback Trail 
network on the weekend of June 6-7. Both days will 
feature no-charge recreational activities for families 
and individuals of all age levels. These are designed 
to show off the hiking and biking features and natural 
beauty of Emerald Outback, one of the highest trail 
systems east of the Rockies, and the magnificent 
views from the top of Beech Mountain. 
 
Renovations to the eight-mile trail system include 
removal of old root systems to make trails smoother 
and more accessible, widening of some trails, 
construction of new trails, drainage improvements, 
new signage and installation of location identification 
(LID) markers. 
 
Activities during reopening weekend are scheduled 
from 10 am until 4 pm, all beginning at the Base Lot 
and Beech Mountain Visitors Center. They will 
include guided hikes and bike rides, clinics and 
demonstrations, food and entertainment. Especially 
for children will be an obstacle course and kiddie bike 
corral. Magic Cycles and Boone Bike are among the 
event sponsors and will provide demonstration 

bicycles for testing. 
The reopening weekend is not the only opportunity 
to discover and enjoy the renovated trail system. It is 
open to the public at no cost year-round, and from 
June through September, chairlift access to the 
Emerald Outback summit is available for a fee at 
Beech Mountain Resort. 
 
You can find more information, including trail maps, 
at the Visitors Center next to Town Hall and at 
www.emeraldoutbback.com. 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL HONORS LAND OF OZ 
CREATOR 

 
In the late 1960s, with ski slopes open and chairlifts 
in operation at the new Beech Mountain winter 
resort, the Robbins brothers and their associates 
wanted to add something – perhaps a park of some 
kind -- to attract tourists in spring, summer and fall.  
Grover Robbins asked his friend, Charlotte artist Jack 
Pentes, who had worked on other Robbins projects, 
to come to Beech Mountain and look around. 
 
Standing not too far from the top of the ski slopes 
among boulders and trees stunted and twisted by 
mountaintop winds, with a floor of brilliant green 
grass, Pentes saw the incarnation of the fictional 
Land of Oz and the Emerald City, as imagined in 
books by L. Frank Baum beginning in 1900 and 
visually immortalized in the 1939 film, The Wizard of 
Oz. 
 
With major assistance from his design associate Joe 
Sonderman and composer Loonis McGlohon, Pentes 
brought the Land of Oz to spectacular life, in setting 
characters and music, atop Beech Mountain. In its 
first season the summer of 1970 the Land of Oz drew 
enough visitors to make it the state’s top tourist 
attraction. 
 
The park survived the death of Grover Robbins, the 
bankruptcy of Carolina Caribbean Corporation, and a 
winter fire in the mid-1970s. However, a number of 
factors, including the gasoline shortages late in that 
decade and the construction of other theme parks in 
the Carolinas and neighboring states, forced it to 

Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton reported that 
the plans and specifications have been updated for the 
bidding process and have received approval from the 
Department of Environmental and Natural Resources. 
Town staff, USDA and the Parker Poe law firm are 
submitting an application to the North Carolina Local 
Government Commission for permission to issue 
revenue bonds for the project. 
 
Based on the current status of the process, 
construction of the plant should begin next spring. 
 
 

COMPARING SALARIES 
 
The Town Council commissioned a study comparing 
salaries of town employees with salaries of employees 
in other municipalities in the area and in Watauga 
County government. The study showed that Beech 
Mountain salaries were generally lower than salaries 
for comparable positions in larger communities such 
as Boone, Brevard and Waynesville, but comparable to 
those in smaller communities such as Blowing Rock 
and Banner Elk.  One difficulty in such comparisons is 
that Beech Mountain’s population ranges from a few 
hundred year-round to several thousand in summer. 
 
The Pay Plan Position Classification Study was 
prepared by HR Essentials Consulting and presented to 
the Council in April. The Council has taken no action 
based on the study’s conclusions, but the information 
could influence the Council’s budget deliberations this 
spring. 
 
 

BEECH MOUNTAIN VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 
 

The Beech Mountain Volunteer Fire Department 
invites all residents and visitors to its annual Open 
House on Saturday, June 27 at Station 2 on St. 
Andrews Road. This 2 p.m. event will follow the Kiddo 
Fishing Derby and adults and children can come and 
enjoy hot dogs, lemonade and cotton candy. 
 
Department members will be on hand to demonstrate 
fire and medical equipment and talk to attendees 

close in 1980. The Land of Oz remains, however, and 
draws thousands of visitors on Oz Weekend every 
fall. Jack Pentes died on February 7 of this year, and 
at its March meeting the Town Council unanimously 
passed this resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, Jack Pentes was a master of enchantment 
who worked through the Robbins brothers to bring 
the mythical Land of Oz to life on Beech Mountain in 
the mid-sixties; and 
 
WHEREAS, opening day for Beech Mountain’s “The 
Wizard of Oz” theme park on June 15, 1970, brought 
4,000 people atop Beech Mountain and drew 
400,000 visitors the first year; and 
 
WHEREAS, Jack Pentes assisted with the creation of 
the Town of Beech Mountain’s emblem and early 
brochures for the mountain; and 
 
WHEREAS, Jack Pentes was also instrumental in 
designing the sign system along with lettering that is 
used on Beech Mountain today; and 
 
WHEREAS, Jack Pentes developed the Red Baron 
Room for Carolina Caribbean; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to recognize and 
express appreciation to the lifelong achievements of 
Jack Pentes for his invaluable creative visionary 
achievements for the Town of Beech Mountain; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Beech 
Mountain Town Council formally thanks Jack Pentes 
for his lifelong creative ingenuity which helped bring 
additional distinction to this magical land that sits 
5,506 feet above sea level that we so fondly refer to 
as home. 

Adopted this the 10th day of March, 2015 
 
 

WATER PLANT SPECIFICATIONS 
APPROVED 

 
At its March meeting the Town Council passed a 
resolution approving final plans and specifications for 
the new water treatment plant required by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) loan process. 

http://www.emeraldoutbback.com

