
 

 

 

THE TOWN OF BEECH MOUNTAIN • 403 BEECH MOUNTAIN PARKWAY, BEECH MOUNTAIN, NC 28604 • (828) 387-4236 

STR BEAR RESISTANT TRASH 

RECEPTACLE INFORMATION 

Version Effective 1.26.2022 – All Prior Invalid 

PERTINENT SOLID WASTE REGULATIONS FROM CHAPTER 50 

§ 50.11 RECEPTACLES; PREPARATION OF SOLID WASTE. 

(J) All residential vacation rentals operating within the town are required to utilize and maintain in good working order a bear 

resistant container or containers, as described in § 50.12(B), on the premises used for such rental adequate to hold the 

amount of waste generated by the property. This requirement shall not apply to multi-family structures, where adequate solid 

waste receptacles are otherwise provided. 

§ 50.12 SOLID WASTE BIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(B) Residential bear resistant waste bin specification. In the alternative to the receptacle standards set forth herein, a property 

owner may elect to utilize a bear resistant solid waste container. A solid waste container is approved as bear resistant if: 

(1) The receptacle is specifically designed and marketed by its manufacturer as being bear proof or bear resistant by virtue 

of containing qualities and features specifically designed to prevent bears from accessing its contents. 

(2) The receptacle is approved by the Town Manager or his or her designee as having sufficient bear resistant qualities or 

features; or 

(3) The receptacle is certified as bear resistant by the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee. Any bear resistant solid waste 

container shall meet or exceed the following minimum standards or an approved equivalent: 

(a) Sheet metal components shall be 14-gauge steel; 

(b) Metal frame components shall be 1/8" x 1 1/2"; 

(c) Expanded metal components shall be 1/2" - #13; 

(d) Hinges shall be capable of supporting the required loads; 

(e) All structural components shall be welded together; 

(f) All exposed metal shall be painted with multiple coats of neutral or earth-toned epoxy paint to protect the 

structure from corrosion; 

(g) No sharp edges shall be present, which may poke, slice, or otherwise injure town staff accessing the container; 

(h) Enclosures shall be capable of holding two standard 35-gallon containers; and 

(i) Containers shall not exceed 60" wide by 54" tall by 30" deep, without prior written approval. 

(4) Bins shall have a “mailbox flag,” visible from the road, for notifying town personnel when pickup is necessary. 

 



Address Posting Checklist  
Code Requirements 

 Numbers must be visible from the road while traveling in both directions. 

• Numbers may be located on the house, if visible and legible from both directions. 

• Numbers may be located on the mailbox or on a post, if located on the same side of the road as the 

house.  

• Numbers must not be obscured by vegetation or other visual barriers. 

 Numbers must be a minimum of 3 inches in height. 

• Numbers may be larger and may need to be larger if located on the house away from the street. 

 Numbers must contrast with the background where they are mounted. 

• Generally, dark numbers on a light background or vice versa. 

 Numbers must be reflective. 

• The easiest way to achieve this is with reflective adhesive numbers available at most hardware stores. 

• Decorative address signs may be used in conjunction with this but not as a substitute unless they are 

reflective, contrasting, and a minimum of 3” tall. 

 

Compliant Options  
Full-Service Custom 

The people at Bearicade are offering a compliant address posting service including fabrication and installation of the 

address posting as a complete service.  Contact them at their office number (828) 964-5404 for pricing. 

Custom Sign 

There are several sign companies locally that are able to fabricate reflective address signs that are compliant with the 

ordinance requirements:  Appalachian Sign Co.; Go Postal in Boone; High Country Signs; and others 

DIY Options 

There are several do-it-yourself options for achieving compliance.  Most are available at local general stores and 

hardware stores: 

Reflective Numbers 3” or larger     Reflective Address Sign Kits: 
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Fire Safety at
Your Home Away from HomeYour Home Away from Home
Fire Safety at
Peer-to-peer hospitality services, such 
as Airbnb, Vacation Rentals by Owner 
and other types of vacation rentals 
are not regulated in the same way 
as hotels. Requirements vary widely 
across jurisdictions. Act as your own 
safety advocate and know before 
you go. Be sure the following safety 
measures are addressed.

SAFETY TIPS 
4	 Working smoke alarms are in every sleeping room.
	 They are outside each separate sleeping area. They are
	 on every level of the home.
4	 Working smoke alarms are interconnected, if possible. 

When one alarm sounds, they all sound.
4	 Portable fire extinguishers are in the home and are easy
	 to reach.
4	 Working carbon monoxide alarms are outside each separate 

sleeping area. They are on every level of the home and in 
other locations as required by laws, codes, or standards.

4	 The owner has posted a floor plan. It notes all escape routes 
and exits and provides emergency contact information.

4	 Everyone knows the address of the home. 
4	 Everyone staying in the home has identified two ways out
	 of every room and how to escape in an emergency.
4	 All doors and windows that lead outside are able to be 

opened. 
4	 An outside meeting place has been chosen. It is a safe 

distance away from the home.
4	 Everyone knows how to call 9-1-1 or the local emergency 

number from a cell phone from outside.
4	 If smoking is allowed, a smoking area has been designated 

and is well away from the structure. Deep, sturdy ashtrays 
have been provided.

4	 All pathways are free and clear of tripping hazards.
4	 Electrical outlets are free from multiple cords and adaptors.
4	 The stovetop is clear. Anything that can catch fire is not
	 near the stovetop, such as curtains and towels.

Window and Door Alert!
Be on the lookout for rooms with 
tiny windows. These are too small 
to serve as a means of escape.
Security bars on doors and 
windows can trap people in a fire. 
Make sure any security bars have 
quick-release devices. Tools, keys, 
or special efforts should not be 
needed to open them.

know before you go
Peer-to-peer hospitality services 
are not regulated in the same way 
as hotels. Requirements vary 
widely across jurisdictions. Do 
your homework before making 
a reservation. Check online to 
see your travel destination’s 
regulations for rental properties. 
Ask your host if the property meets 
the regulations. Discuss other 
safety concerns you may have.
Check the forecast in case of storms 
that could cause power outages; 
assure the property has equipment 
(batteries, lanterns, etc.) in the 
event of a power outage.
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Smoke Alarms
at Homeat Home

Smoke Alarms

Smoke alarms are a key part
of a home fire escape plan. When there is 
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke 
alarms give you early warning so you can 
get outside quickly.

•	A closed door may slow 
the spread of smoke, heat, 
and fire. 

•	Smoke alarms should be 
installed inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every 
level. Smoke alarms should 
be connected so when one 
sounds, they all sound. Most 
homes do not have this level 
of protection.

•	Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths 
happen in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms.

FACTS

!

!

!

SAFETY TIPS 
•	 Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should 

also be outside each sleeping area and on every 
level of the home. Install alarms in the basement.

•	 Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 

•	 It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms.
	 When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound.

•	 Test all smoke alarms at least once a month.
	 Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working.

•	 Current alarms on the market employ different types 
of technology including multi-sensing, which could 
include smoke and carbon monoxide combined.

• 	 Today’s smoke alarms will be more technologically 
advanced to respond to a multitude of fire 
conditions, yet mitigate false alarms.

•	 A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high
	 on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the
	 kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be
	 at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.

•	 People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights

	 and bed shakers.

•	 Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10
	 years old.
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FACTS
•	A person can be poisoned 

by a small amount of CO 
over a longer period of 
time or by a large amount 
of CO over a shorter 
amount of time.

•	In 2010, U.S. fire 
departments responded to 
an estimated 80,100 non-
fire CO incidents in which 
carbon monoxide was 
found, or an average of 
nine calls per hour. 

Carbon

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, 
odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, 
coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incompletely. In the 
home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources 
of carbon monoxide.

!

!

•  	 CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in 
other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or 
standards. For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms 
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

•  	 Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and 
mounting height.

•  	 Choose a CO alarm that is listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
•  	 Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to 

find out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds.
•  	 Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according 

to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
•  	 If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. 

If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire 
department.

•  	 If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air 
location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure 
everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from 
a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel 
declare that it is safe to re-enter the home.

•  	 If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage 
immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other 
fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are 
open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not 
covered with snow. 

•  	 During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, 
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up.

•  	 A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location 
outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings.

•  	 Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.  

HOME
HEATING
EQUIPMENT
Have fuel-burning heating 
equipment and chimneys 
inspected by a professional 
every year before cold weather 
sets in. When using a fireplace, 
open the flue for adequate 
ventilation. Never use your 
oven to heat your home. 

Monoxide
Carbon
Monoxide

SafetySafety
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FIRE EXTINGUISHER LOCATION AND PLACEMENT

Code officials are charged with ensuring that occupancies are properly outfitted with fire extinguishers and that they are placed in 
the right locations. This resource identifies which occupancies require extinguishers and where they should be placed within them. 
It also outlines related fire extinguisher requirements in NFPA® 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers.

FACT SHEET

Occupancy Requirements
Fire extinguishers are required in the following occupancy types:

Ambulatory health care	 Hotel and dormitory	 Health care
Apartments Industrial Educational
Assemblies	 Lodging and rooming	 Storage
Businesses	 Mercantile	 Detention and correctional
Day care	 Occupancies in special structures	 Residential board and care

Fire extinguishers are not typically required in one- and two-family dwellings. However, they shall be required in all rental 
dwelling units within the Town of Beech Mountain, regardless of occupancy type. 

Visible

If visual obstructions cannot be avoided, then arrows, 
lights, or signs are needed to help indicate where a fire 
extinguisher is located.

Accessible

Extinguishers should be placed where they are readily 
accessible in the event of a fire, which typically includes 
normal paths of travel.

Where and How Should Extinguishers Be Located?

Fire extinguishers that are placed correctly can be accessed more quickly to help control a fire until the fire department arrives. 
Fire extinguishers are not intended to be a substitute for evacuating the building safely and quickly. Two key factors for locating 
extinguishers are that they should be accessible and visible. 

In both cases, this includes extinguishers in cabinets, but it does not include wheeled extinguishers.

If extinguisher weighs 
more than 40 lb (18.14 kg) …

If extinguisher weighs 
less than 40 lb (18.14 kg) …

� 	�Top of extinguisher cannot be more than 
3.5 ft (1.07 m) from the ground

� 	�Bottom of extinguisher must be at least 
4 in. (102 mm) off the ground

� 	�Top of extinguisher cannot be more than 
5 ft (1.53 m) from the ground

� 	�Bottom of extinguisher must be at least 
4 in. (102 mm) off the ground



FIRE EXTINGUISHER LOCATION AND PLACEMENT CONTINUED

This material contains some basic information about NFPA® 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers. It identifies some of the 
requirements in these documents as of the date of publication. This material is not the official position of any NFPA Technical Com-
mittee on any referenced topic which is represented solely by the NFPA documents on such topic in their entirety. For free access to 
the complete and most current version of all NFPA documents, please go to nfpa.org/docinfo. References to “Related Regulations” or 
“Code/Standard for Reference” is not intended to be a comprehensive list. NFPA makes no warranty or guaranty of the completeness 
of the information in this material and disclaims liability for personal injury, property and other damages of any nature whatsoever, 
from the use of or reliance on this information. In using this information, you should rely on your independent judgment and, when 
appropriate, consult a competent professional.

© 2019 National Fire Protection Association / May 2019

FACT SHEET

Class A, B, C, D, and K Extinguisher Requirements
A portable extinguisher must match the fire that is being 
fought. There are five classes of fires. Extinguishers are labeled 
with letters and symbols for the classes of fires they can 
put out. While these requirements apply to all portable fire 

Extinguisher Requirements Table

Extinguisher Class 
and Letter-Shaped 
Symbol Markings Extinguisher Use Location Requirements

A

� 	�Required anywhere ordinary combustibles 
are present.

� 	�Fires involve materials such as wood, cloth, 
and paper.

� 	�Requirements for fire extinguisher size and spacing 
based on your hazard level are located in Table 
6.2.1.1 of NFPA 10. 

� 	�To determine the minimum number of extinguish-
ers needed, divide the total floor area by the maxi-
mum floor area to be protected per extinguisher. 

� 	�Travel distance to the extinguisher can’t be more 
than 75 ft (22.9 m).

B

� 	�Required for locations where there is the 
potential for flammable liquid fires.

� 	�Fires involve flammable liquids such as 
gasoline, oil, and some paints and solvents.

� 	�Table 6.3.1.1 in NFPA 10 includes information about 
the maximum travel distance to extinguishers 
based on the type of hazard (low, moderate, or 
high) and the extinguisher rating. 

� 	�Travel distance to the extinguisher cannot be more 
than 30 ft to 50 ft (9.1 m to 15.25 m), depending on 
the type of hazard and extinguisher rating.

C

� 	�Required in areas where energized electrical 
equipment may be encountered.

� 	�Fires involve energized electrical equipment.

� 	�A Class C rating is only put on extinguishers that 
already have a Class A or Class B rating. 

� 	�A Class A, Class B, or Class A & B extinguisher gets 
measured to see if it conducts electricity and if it 
doesn’t, then it gets a Class C rating.

D

� 	�Required in areas where there is a potential 
for fires involving combustible metals.

� 	�Fires involve combustible metals, such as 
magnesium and sodium. 

� 	�Should not be placed more than 75 ft (22.9 m) of 
travel distance from a potential hazard.

K	 N/A

� 	�Used where there is a potential for fires 
involving combustible cooking components.

� 	�Fires involve cooking oils used in commer-
cial cooking equipment.

� 	�Should not be located further than 30 ft (9.1 m) 
from the hazard.

extinguishers, different location requirements exist for Class 
A, B, C, D, and K extinguishers. See Figure B.1.1 of NFPA 10 for 
a recommended marking system that can be used to illustrate 
the uses and nonuses of fire extinguishers on a single label. 

For More Information Visit nfpa.org/10.

https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=10
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Install wood burning stoves 
following manufacturer’s 
instructions or have a 
professional do the installation. 
All fuel-burning equipment 
should be vented to the outside 
to avoid carbon monoxide
(CO) poisoning.

Install and maintain CO
alarms to avoid the risk
of CO poisoning. If
you smell gas in
your gas heater,
do not light the
appliance. Leave the
home immediately
and call your local fire
department or gas company.

HeatingHeating
Safety

There is something about the winter months and curling up with a good 
book by the fireplace. But did you know that heating equipment is one of 
the leading causes of home fire deaths? With a few simple safety tips and 
precautions you can prevent most heating fires from happening.

Safety

be warm and safe this winter!

• Keep anything that can burn at
least three-feet (one metre)
away from heating equipment,
like the furnace, fireplace, wood
stove, or portable space heater.

• Have a three-foot (one metre) “kid-free zone”
around open fires and space heaters.

• Never use your oven to heat your home.

• Have a qualified professional install stationary
space heating equipment, water heaters or central
heating equipment according to the local codes
and manufacturer’s instructions.

• Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and
inspected every year by a qualified professional.

• Remember to turn portable heaters off when
leaving the room or going to bed.

• Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the
manufacturer, for fuel burning space heaters.

• Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop
sparks from flying into the room.  Ashes should be
cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep
the container a safe distance away from your home.

• Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

FACT
Half of home heating fires are 
reported during the months

of December, January,
and February.



NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2016

EscapeEscape

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your 
home, you may have only a few minutes 
to get out safely once the smoke alarm 
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to 
do and where to go if there is a fire.

PlanningPlanning

• A closed door may slow the
spread of smoke, heat, and fire.
Install smoke alarms inside every
sleeping room and outside each
separate sleeping area. Install
alarms on every level of the
home. Smoke alarms should be
interconnected. When one smoke
alarm sounds, they all sound.

• According to an NFPA survey,
only one of every three
American households have
actually developed and practiced
a home fire escape plan.

• While 71% of Americans have an
escape plan in case of a fire, only
47% of those have practiced it.

• One-third of American
households who made an
estimate thought they would
have at least 6 minutes before a
fire in their home would become
life-threatening. The time
available is often less. And only
8% said their first thought on
hearing a smoke alarm would
be to get out!

FACTS
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Fire Safety
during Winter Storms 

Fire Safety
during Winter Storms

Winter storms can happen almost anywhere. They can cause us problems. 
Know what to do before, during and after a storm. This will help keep you 
and your family safe from a winter fire.
• Test all smoke alarms. Do this at least once a month.

This way you will know they are working. Install carbon 
monoxide alarms in your home. Test the alarms.

• Plan two ways out of the home in case of an emergency.
Clear driveway and front walk of ice and snow. This will
provide easy access to your home.

• Make sure your house number can be seen from the
street. If you need help, firefighters will be able to
find you.

• Be ready in case the power goes out. Have flashlights
on hand. Also have battery-powered lighting and fresh
batteries. Never use candles.

• Stay aware of winter weather. Listen to the television or
radio for updates. Watch for bulletins online.

• Check on neighbors. Check on others who may need
help.

• Generators should be used outdoors. Keep them away
from windows and doors. Do not run a generator inside
your garage, even if the door is open.

• Stay away from downed wires. Report any downed wires
to authorities.

• Be ready if the heat stops working. Use extra layers
of clothes and blankets to stay warm. If you use an
emergency heat source, keep anything that can burn
at least 3 feet away.

• Turn portable heaters off when you leave the room.
Turn them off when you go to bed.

important 
reminder
There are more home fires 
in winter than in any other 
season. Half of all home 
heating fires happen in 
December, January
and February. 

As you stay cozy
and warm this
winter season,
be fire smart!

Nearly half of
all space heater
fires involve
electric space
heaters.

Fact
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