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Shane Park Opens! 

Beech MountainEAR
October - December 2020

In 2017 Dr. Ronald Shane and his wife Susan, donated land to the Town for the 
development of a public recreation park. Through several planning revisions, 
Shane Park will soon accommodate tent site camping with a full service 
bathroom/shower facility. The construction broke ground spring of 2020 and 

we are proud to announce the opening in October. In addition to the campsites 
and restroom facility, users can hike the newly opened Buckeye Lake Loop from  

 the parking lot or sites. Other play features to enjoy are scheduled for Phase II. 
“Shane Park is one more exciting attraction for our residents and visitors to enjoy” says Mayor 
Barry Kaufman. This park will offer a new form of recreation on Beech Mountain.

Recreate this Fall
This fall the recreation department will be offering events, programs and guided hikes, however with 
changes to help keep all safe and healthy. Be sure to follow us on Facebook to see what’s going on 
or check beechrecreation.recdesk.com for more information.

Week
Oct 27th - 30th 2020

26th - Zombie Walk 5K

27th - Zombie Pickleball 
Tournament

28th - Pumpkin Carving

29th - Zombie Trivia

30th - Zombiethon (Zumba)

30th - Family Halloween 
and Trail or Treat

for more information visit
beechrecreation.recdesk.com

or call 828-387-30034 0 3  B e e c h  M o u n t a i n  P k w y
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Daily Positivity Message

You’re off to great places, today 
is your day. Your mountain is 
waiting, so get on your way.”

Dr. Seuss

Public Works and Utility Departments 
“Crushing” Projects

The Public Works and Utilities 
Departments have been working 
ardently on infrastructure improvement 
projects this Spring and Summer. In 
addition to the successful progress of 
the Town’s Water and Sewer System 
Upgrade Project in the Charter Hills 

Area, the town is also actively replacing water service 
lines mountain wide.  These improvements are part of 
the ongoing effort to reduce water loss within our 
distribution system. You may have also noticed
roadway drainage system upgrades and new 
pavement. Likewise, we are proud to have striped 
approximately ten miles of paved 
roads with fresh paint.  You may 
have noticed some new faces 
around the mountain, as the 
Public Works Department has 
recruited some full-time staff members. 

Public Works Welcomes New Staff

Glen Cividanes joined the Public 
Works team as a full-time 
employee in June of this year.  
He and his wife reside in Vilas, 
NC.  Glen is a Veteran of the U.S 
Navy and served on the U.S.S 
Kitty Hawk CV-63. We are all 

indebted to him and his service to our great country.  
Say hi to Glen at the convenience center next time 
you stop by! Pictured: Glen with his wife, Val.

Nate Clawson was recently recruited 
on to the Public Works team full-time 
after starting on the seasonal 
maintenance crew this Spring. Nate 
recently graduated from Avery County 
High School and is a native of Elk 
Park, NC. When he is not at work at 
Beech Mountain, you can probably find 
him playing his guitar or spending time 
with his family.

Daniel Zartman recently joined our Public 
Works Crew full-time. Zartman was hired 
as a seasonal maintenance worker this 
summer and fit in so well that he decided 
to stick around. He and his family reside in 
Jonas Ridge, NC. Daniel and his wife, 
Kaitlyn, have two daughters and another 
little one on the way. Pictured: Daniel with 
his daughter, Ever Mae. 

David Arnette is our new Building 
Maintenance Technician and is 
dedicated to keeping our facilities 
clean and our fleet tuned up and 
sparkling. David is a recent
Watauga County High School
graduate and is from the Deep Gap 
area. He enjoys spending time with 
his girlfriend, Rebecca. Some of his 
hobbies include fishing and hunting 
for deer and wild turkey.

Cameron “JC” Slone has 
recently joined our Public Works 
team full-time after starting on 
the seasonal maintenance crew 
this Spring. JC just recently
graduated from Happy Valley 
High School and is very excited 
to begin work full-time on Beech 

Mountain. He enjoys anything involving the 
outdoors, from hiking to relaxing on Watauga 
Lake. He is also a pilot in training and enjoys 
flying planes. Pictured: JC and his little sister, 
Kyndall  
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Beech Mountain Gets a New Webcam

Beech Mountain’s own Buckeye Lake will be featured 
on a webcam beginning mid-October. With all the 
activity going on in the lower part of the town, there 
was interest in showing real-time conditions in the 
Buckeye Recreation Area for our residents and 
visitors. While we expect the camera to show a 
peaceful water view most of the time, there is 
potential for some good birdwatching, especially 
during spring and fall migration. The mountain’s trout 
fishing may also be showcased from time to time, as 
well as the free boat rentals down at the Buckeye 
Rec Center.  Regional television stations routinely 
show footage from various webcams around the 
mountain, so there is no limit to where the views of 
Buckeye Lake may go. The webcam will be available 
on the resortcams.com website as well as the TDA’s 
site, beechmtn.com. 

News from the Visitor Center

During the months of June through September, the 
Beech Mountain Visitor Center was closed on 
Sundays. However, we served almost as many 
people as for the same period in the previous year 
when we operated seven days a week. In 2019 we 
served 3112 guests in the Visitor Center during the 
summer, compared to 2905 for 2020.  

This has been a very interesting year, as we have 
maneuvered our way through both the pandemic and 
the rules and regulations surrounding visitors and 
events. Despite restrictions on rentals, we have seen 
record revenue for our lodging partners, record 
deposits of occupancy tax, and strong revenues for 
our restaurants and shops. Real estate sales have 
also hit record levels, with less than 25 units left on 
the market at the time of writing. The Town of Beech 
Mountain offers exactly what people are looking for, 
which are amenities and services along with an 
outdoor lifestyle and relative peace and quiet. 

Fall Is Just Around the Corner

The summer season is fading quick and fall is 
quickly turning the corner. The Mountain will have 
many visitors coming up to see the vivid colors of 
our mountain and the High Country. Please be aware 
of the increased vehicle traffic and pedestrian traffic 
as well. Below are some safety tips for your fall 
season to be as safe as possible.

1. Reduce your speed when driving on roads 
covered with leaves and take your time with your 
turns.
2. Give yourself more distance than usual when 
coming to a halt behind another car. Just like in ice 
or snow, the leaves can cause your wheels to lose 
traction and slip even after you’ve braked.
3. Clean your windshield wipers before getting into 
the car to make sure none are stuck behind the 
blades. You want to make sure these are leaf-free in 
the case that it starts to rain and you’ll need full 
visibility through the window.
4. Be extra cautious of children near the road. Kids 
are likely to be playing in the leaves outside of their 
homes in the fall, so avoid big piles of leaves and go 
extra slow in residential areas.
5. Avoid the chance of a fire hazard from the 
exhaust system by parking your car in a leaf-free or 
at least lightly leafy spot.

In addition to following these safety tips for driving in 
leaves, you should also be reminded that in the fall, 
you begin to lose extra hours of daylight and will be 
driving in the dark more often. Adjust to this by 
easing into night driving, keeping your lights in good 
condition, and being extra cautious of pedestrians 
that you could see better when it was still 
summertime. But don’t get us wrong, we love leaves. 
Our #1 tip? Park the car and go for a nice walk in 
the woods. It won’t disappoint.

New paving on Buckeye Creek Rd.

Beech Mountain Volunteer Fire Department
Launches New Website

The NEW Beech Mountain Volunteer Fire Department 
(BMVFD) Website offers a wide array of fire and life 
safety information.

The safety page includes videos, 
infographics, 
downloadable checklists, and 
shareable social media images. The 
site was designed for individuals to 

easily browse and share these critical resources with 
family, friends, and neighbors. This “user-friendly” 
information is also great to share with seasonal visi-
tors and renters who are unfamiliar with the mountain.  
Please visit: http://BeechMountainVFD.org.

If you are looking to donate visit the donation page on 
the updated website. The department graciously 
appreciates your continued support.

Introducing Beech Mountain CARES

Beginning in October, a group of volunteers will be 
meeting to launch a new initiative here on Beech 
Mountain called Beech Mountain CARES. Beech 
Mountain CARES will bring members of our communi-
ty together to serve our neighbors and residents of 
Beech Mountain through acts of kindness and physi-
cal and emotional support. If you would like to learn 
more about Beech Mountain CARES, please email 
Janet Villanova at BeechMountainCares@gmail.com 
or give her a call at 336.266.1956.

Water Conservation Education Program 
Kicks Off

This summer the Watauga Intake Project began a 
water conservation education program led by Certified 
North Carolina Environmental Educator Marisa 
Sedlak. Three successful programs were held: 
Salamander Searching, Landscaping with Native 
Plants, and Buckeye Creek Stream Survey. 

Salamander Searching – Participants were led on a 
search through Grassy Gap 
Creek trail to find salamanders. 
The group learned about the 
importance of water and 
keeping it clean for 
salamanders and all
amphibians. 

Landscaping with Native Plants - Lauren Lampley 
spoke with participants on best practices for 
landscaping with native plants. She shared the 
importance of native plant landscaping for conserving 
water and showed participants the new native plant 
landscaping project she finished this summer at the 
Buckeye Recreation Center. The program ended with 
a raffle of three native plants.

Buckeye Creek Stream Survey – Participants hiked 
the Falls trail to do a survey on the health of Buckeye 
Creek through the NC Stream Watch program. Upon 
surveying participants found many signs of a healthy 
creek like: pollution-sensitive macroinvertebrates, 
good stream bottom coverage, healthy riffles and 
pools of water, and minimal trash (which participants 
picked up and carried out). Participants enjoyed 
learning what to look for to determine the health of a 
creek or stream and finding creek-dwelling critters. 

Future water conservation programming includes 
stream surveys, stream clean-up, salamander 
searching, rain barrel workshops, summer group 
paddles on Buckeye Lake, and more!

Coming soon: Water Conservation 
mirror clings! The water 
conservation team is sending out 
free window clings with quick 
water conservation tips. For more 
information on the water intake 
project, water conservation 
events/programming, and 
resources please visit 
beechmtnwater.com.

Water Conservation Tips

Turn off 
your faucet 

or shower while 
you wash your

hands and body, 
shave, and brush 

your teeth.

Fill your 
dishwasher and 
clothes washer 

to capacity 
before running 

a load.

Shop for 
environmentally 
friendly cleaning 

products.

Reuse 
towels a 
few times 

before 
washing.1

2

3

4 For more water 
conservation tips visit 
beechmtnwater.com. 


