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Beech Mountain On the Move!

Beech MountainEAR
July - September 2020

With direction from the Town Manager - Bob Pudney and our Town Council, Beech Mountain has 
made big changes over the last few months and even more on the horizon. Beech has been very 
busy at completing projects, beautifying the roads, building structures and still offering many
recreational avenues for all! 

When driving up and down the parkway, you may have 
noticed it looks a lot greener. We have fixed the 
shoulders and planted grass to eliminate the old gravel 
and washed out drains. The Streetscape will allow 
users to safely walk along the town business district as 
well. Public Works is getting a new building, just 
needed a little dirt moved!

Lake Coffey has a new addition with a bathroom for all the users of the 
recreation area.

Our fitness classes continue outside using the
Buckeye Lake Pavilion area and Tennis/Pickleball 
courts for Zumba, so please join us!

Construction continues on the new Buckeye Lake Loop trail. This trail is going 
to be a great addition to our 22+ mile trail system providing wonderful views of 
Buckeye Lake and easy enough for all ages and abilities. We will be doing a 
Hike and Bike-In Cookout mid July to open the new trail. We hope to see you 
all there! Keep your eyes out for information coming about this.
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Mayor - Barry Kaufman

Vice Mayor - Jimmie Accardi 

Council Member - Weidner Abernethy

Council Member - Erin Gonyea

Council Member - Kelly Melang

mayor@townofbeechmountain.com

jaccardi@townofbeechmountain.com

kmelang@townofbeechmountain.com

egonyea@townofbeechmountain.com

wabernethy@townofbeechmountain.com

Town Council

Interim Town Manager
Robert Pudney

manager@townofbeechmountain.com 

Daily Positivity Message

“Life is like a boomerang.
Give good energy out

and it comes back to you”

-unknown-

Outstanding Citizen Achievements

Molly Rhoades, 4th 
and 5th grade 
ELA/SS teacher at 
Banner Elk School, 
has been named 
Avery County's 
Teacher of the 
Year.

Rhoades is also a 
member of our 
Beech Mountain 
Volunteer fire 
department.

Congratulations 
Molly! Beech Mountain is proud of your great 
accomplishment.

Molly Rhoades receiving
her award

People may occasionally find fawns, but it is 
important that 
people do not 
approach, touch, 
feed, or move 
them. Though the 
fawn may look 
very much alone, 
most likely they are not abandoned. Whitetails 
are a “hider” species, which means the female 
will hide her fawn in vegetation while she feeds. 
Lacking scent, fawns are well-camouflaged which 
is effective for avoiding detection by predators. 
The doe will return to the fawn several times a 
day to nurse and clean it, staying only a few 
minutes each time before leaving again to seek 
food. The fawn is also well-equipped to protect 
itself. By the time a fawn is 5 days old, it can 
outrun a human. More information can be found 
at www.ncwildlife.org or call the Beech Mountain 
Police Department at 828-387-2342

Message from your Beech Police

On July 18th we will 
pair with the Beech 
Mountain Chamber’s 
street dance and 
hold our first Water 
Party. We will have 
water guns and the 
area’s BIGGEST 
slip-n-slide! Bring 
the whole family to 
the public sledding 
hill for a great
afternoon.

Many other programs and events are 
happening throughout July so be sure to call 
us at 828-387-3003 and join in on the fun!

WATER
party

Located at Sledding Hill
403 Beech Mtn. Parkway

water guns, slip-N-Slide,
food and MORE!

July 18th @ 5:00pm

Beech Mountain
Parks and Recreation

Presents:



8 2 8 - 3 8 7 - 4 2 3 6
w w w . t o w n o f b e e c h m o u n t a i n . c o m

Let’s have Fun in the Sun

The Parks and Recreation department has 
developed great summer events to help keep your 
your family safe, along with having a great time! 

Kicking things off we will 
host a Family Drive-In 
Movie night on July 3rd 
at 7:00pm. Brick Oven 
will be selling pizzas and 
we will have inflatables 
and games for kids, 
movie starts at 8:45pm.

July 9th we will host a 
craft night at Buckeye 
Lake Pavilion. Enjoy the 
company of your friends 
and neighbors while 
making a really cool 
string art craft to put up 
in the home!

On July 17th, put your 
senses to work at our 
night sensory hike at 
Emerald Outback. We will 
take you for a short hike 
and test your night 
senses and while you 
wait enjoy a bon-fire and 
treats at the trailhead.

News from the Visitor Center

The Visitor Center opened to the public on June 
1st and has seen a steady stream of visitors 
since then. By mid-June, numbers increased to 
about 60% of normal. This is encouraging, and 
tells us that people are seeking out uncrowded, 
low-key places like Beech Mountain, where 
nature and the beautiful outdoors are our best 
features. 

If you haven’t been in the Visitor Center for a 
while, please stop by and see the very 
professional-looking treatment at what used to 
be the open front counter. Gary “Whitey” White 
centered clear plexi-glass in the middle of the 
opening, and 
Armando Garcia 
and Paul Hegner 
built in antique 
windows, 
window boxes 
and a welcome 
sign around that. 
Finally, Susie Knepka did her magic with
plantings in the boxes that will thrive on the front 
counter with minimal attention. She says it is the 
one pocket garden she’s done for the Town of 
Beech Mountain that doesn’t get eaten by the 
deer at night.  Visitors are very impressed with 
our new look, and many thanks to the team of 
volunteers who made it happen. 

Businesses on Beech Mountain are beginning to 
see their customer base return, and the 
approaching “second peak” season of summer 
certainly helps with that. 

Whenever possible, please eat, shop, have fun, 
get a massage, try a new hairstyle, enjoy a great 
cup of coffee, and as many other services as 
possible right here on the mountain. Our local 
businesses thank you for your patronage, and 
the Town thanks you for helping to revive our 
economy.

Remember, the Visitor Center is here to serve 
our residents as well as our guests. Stop by 
anytime to pick up brochures, maps, and 
information, as the lobby is always open. To stop 
in to see Elena, Armando, and Kate, come 
during office hours, 9-5 Monday-Saturday. You 
can also reach us by phone at 828-387-9283.

Public Works/Utility Department knocking 
off major projects

Buckeye Creek Road paving is complete and the 
final touches are being added! This new 
development will allow for easier access to 
Beech Mountain for neighboring community 
members and area visitors. Buckeye Creek Road 
connects 
Beech 
Mountain 
with
Buckeye 
Road which 
intersects 
with high-
way 321. 
The paved 
road will 
also allow 
for residents and visitors to have easier access 
to the Watauga River and Watauga Lake to 
recreate.  

 

Celebration of the Paving on Buckeye 
Creek Road

In June, paving was completed on Buckeye 
Creek Road, allowing a second paved access 
into the Town of Beech Mountain. The newly 
paved access speeds the time it takes to drive 
from the mountain to Watauga Lake, Mountain 
City and even Boone. It also speeds access to 
the mountain for public safety personnel in the 
event of an emergency.

To showcase our own businesses and our new 
newly accessible neighbors in the Watauga 
Lake and western Avery and Watauga 
Counties, the Town will be holding a Hi-Lo 
Business Mingle and official grand opening. 
This event will feature businesses from the 
region, including outdoor adventure, wineries, 
marinas, lodging, attractions, restaurants and 
more. The grand opening will take place on 
Thursday, August 27th from 4-6:30 pm at the 
Buckeye Recreation Center. Everyone is 
welcome. Call the Beech Mountain Visitor 
Center at 828-387-9283 for more information.

We are pleased to share that the Water and 
Sewer System Upgrade project is also 
underway. With roughly 1500 feet of new water 
main installed; the work is coming along as 
scheduled. This project is a part of the town’s 
ongoing effort to reduce water loss within our 
distribution system and improve our
infrastructure. We are excited about the 
considerable progress we are seeing this year! B E E C H

July 3rd

$20/car

Brick Oven Pizza for Sale
Buckeye Recreation Center  1330 Pine Ridge Rd.

inflatables • Games/Acitivies for kids

Buy tickets at beechrecreation.recdesk.com

@ Buckeye Recreation Center

gates open at 7:00pm - Movie at 8:45pm

Night
Sensory

Hikes
Friday June 26th, 8pm
Friday July 17th, 8:15pm
Meet at EMO Trailhead

Register online at beechrecreation.recdesk.com
For more information contact Marisa at
msedlak@townofbeechmountain.com 

New paving on Buckeye Creek Rd.


