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Chapter 13: Implementation 

Implementation 
It is intended that this document become an indispensable reference for future decisions in the Town of 

Beech Mountain.  It should be a living and breathing document, being consistently referred to.  Its 

contents should be debated and discussed, and when needed, revised.  It is suggested that a comprehensive revision of this plan be performed every 5-

7 years in order to ensure that new developments, issues, and concerns are addressed-- as well as to make certain that the goals and recommendations 

of this plan are still aligned with the sentiments of Beech Mountain’s citizens and stakeholders. 

The Town should initiate projects to undertake the recommendations contained herein as soon as they become reasonable and practical.  Obviously, 

some of the recommendations in this plan are intended for nearer-term completion than others.  In a twenty-year plan, some of the recommendations 

made may seem totally unrealistic today but may become achievable in the coming two decades.  It is nevertheless critical to start discussing and 

thinking about these items now, 

to be forward thinking and 

proactive in addressing them, 

rather than reactive.  This is the 

purpose of planning.  As the 

maxim says, “failing to plan is 

planning to fail.” 

It is hoped that this plan has 

provided an opportunity and a 

forum for the Town to look out 

into the future and to 

realistically and practically 

identify the challenges and 

opportunities that are coming. 

With these challenges and 

opportunities in mind, the Town 

has created this vision for the 

future and hopefully should be 

prepared to see its realization.   Photo Credit: Renee Carpenter 
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Goal IM.G1: The Comprehensive Plan Shall be the guiding policy document for the 
Town. 
The overall goal of the Comprehensive Plan is to provide an all-inclusive vision, which should guide and 

influence the overall direction of the Town 

Policy IM.G1.P1: The Comprehensive Plan shall be the preeminent plan for the Town 
All other plans developed and undertaken by the Town, should be developed in conformance and 

consistency with the Comprehensive Plan.  Any small-area plans or other development related plans 

should reference the goals, policies, and strategies of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Policy IM.G1.P2: The Comprehensive Plan shall be reviewed and updated regularly. 
It is recommended that under the current growth rate for the Town that this plan be updated every 

five to seven years.  It is also recommended that significant changes in the Town’s growth rate or 

pattern of growth may constitute the need to update this plan sooner.  This plan should be reviewed 

whenever significant policy changes are considered. 

Policy IM.G1.P3: The Comprehensive Plan shall be closely aligned with Zoning regulations. 
According to North Carolina General Statutes §160A-383, “Zoning regulations shall be made in 

accordance with a Comprehensive Plan”.  With any zoning amendment or rezoning, the 

Comprehensive Plan shall be the guiding policy document.  Should a zoning amendment be found 

inconsistent with this Plan the Town should concurrently amend this Plan with the adoption of the 

zoning amendment or should reconsider the zoning regulation.  
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