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Honoring Retiree - Danny Ollis
Danny Ollis Retires after 10 Years of Service to the Town of 
Beech Mountain. 

Danny has served the town as Equipment Service Supervisor 
for many years.  He has reached the milestone of retirement 
with excellence in his performance, and he will be greatly 
missed.  He and his wife Carol have plans to travel across 
the country, see the sights, and enjoy their time together.  
They also plan to spend more time with their four children 
and grandchildren.  In his spare time Danny enjoys restoring 
classic cars, as he plans to do more of during his retirement.  
We wish Danny all the best and thank him for his efforts 
here with the town.

Town of Beech Mountain continues its pursuit of beautification and developing its infrastructure. This is seen 
in the new Public Works building that the town will begin working on in the upcoming fiscal year. The new 
Public Works building will be moved behind the current location. 

The first rendition drawing shows a side view of the proposed 12,000 
sq. ft. building, with the offices up front and six bays in the rear with 
three drive though bays, one wash bay and two work areas bays.

The second rendition shows 
two new compactors replacing our open dumpsters.  Also in the
background the recycling dumpsters are covered.  Not pictured is 
the new salt storage facility and the attendant hut with cardboard 
storage.

Town Mechanic - Danny Ollis

Future Development for Public Works
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Tim Holloman
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a member of the Tree Board, the Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors, and frequenting
Buckeye Recreation Center.

Jeff has a wide range of relevant background including 
a degree in Biology from Furman University,
geotechnical engineering inspection, Consumer
Products Research and Development, (he holds 75 
patents), and medical products engineering. He has 
also built his own home, doing foundation, framing, 
wiring and plumbing, so he knows construction from 
ground to ridge.

Jeff first skied at the Beech Mountain Resort in 1976, 
and you will see Jeff and Donna hiking and exploring 
and, when the weather is right, snowshoeing or 
x-country skiing. Learning to play Pickleball is also 
part of keeping active. He is interested in alternative 
energies and conservation, and is a proponent of 
wildlife, flora, and fauna. 

Jeff will work within the building code to help to make 
our homes and businesses on Beech Mountain  safe, 
comfortable, efficient, and enduring.

Missy Norwood - 

Long time Town 
employee, Missy 
Norwood, can now be 
found greeting visitors 
that arrive at the 
Beech Mountain 
Visitor Center.  She
started working at the 
Visitor Center in late 
April.  Greeting new 
folks to the mountain is something that comes natural to 
Missy.  She is a native of Banner Elk and her first 
memories of Beech Mountain are of coming up to the 
Land of Oz when she was just a little girl and riding the 
gondolas up to the top.  Missy says, "I love the
mountains, I am fortunate enough to call them home 
and I am in the perfect position to share this with the 
folks that come in for information."  The Beech
Mountain Visitor Center team is thrilled to welcome 
Missy and all that she brings to the job.

Whether you need Beech Mountain information or not, 
feel free to stop in at the Visitor Center and tell Missy 
hello!

Jeff Fish - 

We welcome Jeff Fish to 
the Town of Beech
Mountain Department of 
Planning and Inspections, 
working part-time as
Building Inspector as the 
current long-time inspector, 
John Merritt moves towards
retirement. Jeff will be 
working with Town Planning 
Director Preston Yates.

Jeff has been a full-time 
resident of Beech Mountain 
since 2015, and has been 
active in our community as 
    
 

Staff Corner

Jeff Fish with wife Donna

Missy Norwood
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We all know how special Beech Mountain is and we are 
fortunate to live in a town such as ours. We look for 
ways to extend our 
generosity and 
there are certainly 
areas that are 
close to us that are 
in need. If you feel 
the need or would 
like to give to one 
of these many 
charities, please 
contact us at 
828-387-4236 to 
learn more about 
how you can be of 
service. 

performance by Western North Carolina favorite, Soul 
Benefactor. Tickets for the Friday and Saturday night 
shows are $10 each or both for $15; Sunday is a free 
performance. 

The Mile High Kite Festival expands 
the fun this year. It kicks off with a 
professional competition on August 31st 
and the usual kid’s activities, public kite 
flying, activities and demonstrations on 
Sunday the 1st. The following two
weekends will also see an expanded 
Autumn at Oz, with tours on September 
6, 7, and 8, as well as September 13, 
14 and 15. The 4th Annual Oz Ball will also take place 
twice, with the popular costume-optional BBQ and dance 
on September 7th and September 14th at the Beech
Mountain Club Pavilion.  

Don’t forget to stop by the Visitor Center to find out what 
else is new. The lobby (with public restrooms) is always 
unlocked, and the office is open 9-5 Monday-Saturday 
and 1-5 Sunday. Call us for  more information at 
828-387-9283.

Camp Buckeye Registration

This year Camp Buckeye is 
going to have its best 
summer yet with trips to the 
Creeper Trail in Virginia, 
Tweetsie Railroad,
Grandfather Mountain, Apple 
Hill Alpaca Farm, the New 
River for tubing and more! 
We’ll also get to meet a live 
owl, dress up as pirates to go on a
treasure hunt, hike the Falls Trail, work on our survival 
skills, and celebrate our favorite holidays. Register 
online at beechrecreation.recdesk.com. This year we 
will also be continuing our camp scholarship program; 
if you are interested in donating to send a kid to camp 
contact Marisa at 828-387-3003 or
msedlak@townofbeechmountain.com!

Emerald Outback Renovation

Many hikers and bikers 
have spoken, and we 
listened! Emerald Outback 
has seen some major 
updates this summer and 
we are happy to re-open 
Oz Forest. Thanks to Mike 
Thomas at Terra Tek 
Trails, Oz 
Forest is 
without the 
terrible roots 
that you would 
first encounter 
on the trail and 
also several 
drains were put 
in place for maintenance and erosion control. This trail 
has quickly become a favorite to ride and hike since 
we re-opened only a few weeks ago.

We have also built an all 
new bike-specific trail called 
Witches Tail. This trail is to 
continue bike progression 
from last year’s Witches 
Backbone Trail. We will 
open the trail in August, the 
weekend of the third Beech 
Mountain Enduro.  This trail 
consists of large berms and features that will be sure 
to excite all level of bikers. 

With this addition and the already unique terrain and 
elevation of the Emerald Outback, this trail system is 
becoming a major tourist attraction and loved by all!

Do It Yourself - Herbicide
Looking for a safe way to kill those pesky weeds in the 
driveway or garden? Check out this easy and safe for 
all animals “do it yourself” Herbicide recipe. 

On July 6th, join us for the iconic 48th Annual Hog 
Roast. Located at the Beech Mountain Resort there will 
be barbeque expertly smoked by the Beech Mountain 
Volunteer Fire Department paired with all the fixings 
from Carolina BBQ. Patty M plays acoustic music, and 
Frank Steele and Julia Moretz DJ the event. In addition  
you can purchase hot dogs and drinks from the
Chamber tent, fried pies from the Farmer’s Wife, and 
get your face painted. Hog Roast followed by a
spectacular fireworks display. 

Summer on Beech Mountain features lots of great 
music, with Sunday evening concerts at the Alpen Inn  
and concerts at Fred’s General Mercantile. The Beech 
Mountain Resort has free concerts every Saturday 
afternoon, and a couple of ticketed events with
nationally-known bands as well. 

If there’s not enough entertainment to suit you, you can 
try the Friday and Saturday “Movies under the Stars” at 
the Famous Brick Oven Pizzeria, running through 
September. Karaoke can be found every Saturday night 
at Rascals, and the Beech Mountain Resort has added 
rollerskating and grass tubing for the summer. The 
Beech Mountain Historical Museum is open Wednesday 
through Sunday from 1-4 pm, and after you’ve toured 
the displays about the mountain, you can rest your 
brain at the Beech Mountain Brewery. 

The annual Crafts on the Green on August 3rd at 
Fred’s General Mercantile has prompted another music 
event, the Beech Mountain Throwback Weekend. 
Friday August 2nd, The Collective, led by Dave Calvert, 
will perform a high-energy show full of hits spanning 
the 60’s to the 90’s at the Beech Mountain Resort 
Taproom.  After the craft festival on the 3rd, the Tap-
room features Rockit Science, a Greensboro-based 
band with playing the best dance-able music from the 
70’s and 80’s. Sunday, the performance moves to the 
Famous Brick Oven’s outdoor stage, with an
afternoon

Beech Mountain Charity Opportunities

Loc� 
Char�ies

Local charities are in need of items to sell in their shops to help fund their 
charitable efforts. Items needed are monetary contributions, clothing, 

household furnishings, bedding, electronics and sports equipment.

Beech Mtn Historical Society Ram’s Rack

Avery Humane Society

Friends of Beech MountainBanner Elk Boy Scout Troop 807

Receipts for taxable deductions available upon request

for more info call 828-387-4236

Feeding Avery Families

Summer Tips

DIY Herbicide

RECEIPE:

Healthy and Safe
way to kill weeds

Mix one gallon of vinegar, 2 cups of Epsom Salt, 

and 1/4 cup Dawn dish soap. Pour in a sprayer

and spray on weeds. It will kill them as well as 

Roundup does. It is safe and non-toxic to animals
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News From The Visitors Center


