
Town of Beech Mountain 

RECREATION
   

 
Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2014, 8:30 am, Town Hall 
 

Attendees:  Fred Pfohl, Jim Brooks, Nancy Owen, Calder Smoot, Barbara Piquet, Gil Adams and 
Recreation Director Sandy Carr.  Guest: Doug Owen, Cycle 4 Life and Bike Camp Director 
Absent:  Rory Ellington 
 

1. Welcome and Approval of 6/5/14 Minutes – Jim made the motion to approve the 6/5/14 minutes, Gil 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Fred asked Jim to report on the successful use 
of the new LUCAS machine by the BMVFD. 

2. Jim Brooks introduced Doug Owen from Cycle 4 Life.  Doug explained that his informal riding youth club 
had turned into a summer camp and that he and his campers were utilizing the sledding hill, other trails 
and some areas on the Resort.  His organization is not a non-profit but he did report that he has 
insurance for his camp activities and all the money goes back to the children.  He also brought the idea 
of a BMX track up for consideration by the committee instead of a pump track.  Doug was interested in 
helping promote the Emerald Outback project and contact information was exchanged.   

3. Monthly Recreation Center Reports (June/July) – Sandy went over the monthly reports.  She noted that 
due to the inconsistent data entry in RecTrac for many years and the difference in the way data is being 
collected, it is hard to pull any useful comparisons from the information.  

4. Events and Programs 
a. Recap June/July – Sandy reported that all the events were successful and well attended.  The 

Rec Department offered assistance at the Yard Sale and promoted all summer events.  Sandy 
reported the high participation for first time Taste of Beech event and committee suggested that 
we continue producing the event. It was noted that the Cool 5 Contribution report recorded actual 
dollar amounts and listed in-kind donations without inflating actual bottom line of event.  The 
committee decided to continue producing the race.  It was noted that due to the new start 
location that the additional port-a-pots were not needed anymore.  Sandy thanked all the 
committee members for the strong support and help during the event.  There was good feedback 
from all the racers.  Sandy reported that the timing company failed to bring a PA system and that 
Buckeye’s PA system failed during the award presentations.  Jim noted that the Fire Dept has a 
good PA system.  Almost all of the contributions have been collected at this time.  Summer 
Camp went well and almost doubled the income from the previous year with less 
campers…another example of inconsistent data.  Jim suggested that a flyer just noting the 
summer camp field trips be produced next year for parents who just want to send their child for a 
day.  Jim also suggested that Buckeye have its own dedicated rack at the Chamber.  Sandy 
noted that almost all our event information is right on the counter and Chamber personnel are 
great about promoting all the events.  Sandy thanked Peter Patton for all his efforts at the well 
attended Fishing Derby. She noted that we need to provide bait next year.  Barbara suggested 
that we provide all the food for the Independence Day Picnic because almost all of the attendees 
were visitors and they did not grasp the cover dish concept.  There was a discussion about next 
year’s picnic because the 4th falls on a Saturday and the parade, picnic and Hot Roast will all be 
on one day.  The committee believes it is still important to have the picnic and does not believe 
the other two events will affect the attendance.  The committee was pleased that the Veteran’s 
event was well attended and several suggestions were made to pass along to the committee for 
next year.  Sandy suggested a new concept for next year’s dog show and the committee agreed 
that the event could use some updating to better reflect the pet owner’s social needs.  Also a 
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new date needs to be selected so that there will be no conflict with the Banner Elk PetFest.  Full 
details of all the events can be found in the reports and Sandy noted that these reports will be 
very helpful to anyone producing the events in the future.   

a) Upcoming Events – Barbara mentioned that she and Paul will not be able to volunteer to run the 
after event picnic for the kite groups.  Jim volunteered to run the after event.  The committee 
discussed the proposed Munchkinland Adventure at Buckeye (for families with kids 8 and under).  
Fred did not think that producing the event was a good idea and Sandy was happy to not 
produce another event.  The committee suggested that Sandy talk with Bernie and Cindy before 
proceeding.  Sandy noted that the chamber and town personnel already were aware of the 
concept.   

5. Marketing – Sandy reported that marketing efforts for all the events were going strong thanks to Sean 
the new graphic artist at the Rec Center.  Fred remarked on the news in the Buzz and Sandy drew 
everyone’s attention to the new activity flyers (bikes, canoes, fishing, bark park) and asked anyone to let 
her know if they needed anymore colored flyers, 4 ups or laminated pieces.  Jim remarked that the 
website should be on all flyers. 

6. Outdoor 
a. Maps – Trail and EMO – Sandy thanked Barbara for her quick response and help with the reprint 

of the Trail Map.  Sandy explained the added items on the map and also the EMO temporary 
hike/bike map.  Jim discussed his concerns about the EMO trails and the length of trial 
construction time and closure.  Sandy referred him to Jes Scott for more information. 

b. EMO Update – Fred discussed the plans for new signage on EMO and updated the committee 
on progress.  Sandy reported that Rory believed that having a grand opening ceremony in the 
Spring would be better for EMO and the committee agreed.   

c. Playground – Sandy reported that the playground had been renovated and would be stained to 
help protect the log bases.  Additionally a new flyer is being produced to highlight both 
playgrounds and they will also be highlighted on website so that parents can easily find 
directions and info about playgrounds. 

d. Trail work – It was noted that trail work days needed to be set up.  Fred was going to contact 
Randy about the work that needed to be completed on Hawthorne (both projects have been 
completed as of September).  Sandy reported that the Overlook lease had been finalized and 
that the public works crew would be supervising drainage and paving project in the near future 
(this project has also been completed as of September).  Fred will be getting with John Merritt 
and Jes to go over Kiosk designs and placement.  Sandy suggested that the kiosk be located to 
the right of the existing flower garden if possible so that the bed would not have to be destroyed 
or moved.  (As of September, John Merritt has been put in charge of the Overlook Project). 

7. OId Business 
a. Dance floor – Sandy reported that the floor sold for 1,200. 
b. RecTrack – Sandy reported that the system needs a total reconfigure and that it will be sometime 

before it will be useful.   
8. New Business  

a. Keys – the building will be rekeyed next week.  (As of August the building has been rekeyed). 
b. Copy machine – Sandy reported on savings switching from one level of service.   

9. Miscellaneous – Gil provided information about a NC Weekend Cycling event which generates 
approximately 1,200 cyclists.  He has participated in this event for several years.  He will keep the 
committee informed about the event and the possibility of Beech Mountain being selected as a location 
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to hold the event in the future.  Sandy reported that she is going over plans with town to improve the 
safety of the sledding hill including signage, perhaps a new guard rail and rerouting of attendees.   

10. Jim made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Calder seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
11. The next Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 2nd at 8:30 am at 

the Town Hall. 
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