
RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, July 11, 2013 

Town Hall – 8:30 a.m. 

 

I. Call to Order – Mr. Pfohl called to order the regular meeting of the Recreation Advisory 

Committee at 8:30 a.m. at Town Hall. Present were Advisory Committee members 

Calder Smoot, Barbara Piquet, Nancy Owen, Jim Brooks, Rory Ellington, Gil Adams, 

and Fred Pfohl. Recreation Director Tim Fox and Sandy Carr were also present. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes – Mr. Pfohl made a motion to approve the June 6
th

, 2013 minutes as 

submitted.  Rory seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

III. Monthly Recreation Center Information – Mr. Fox informed the Committee that 

Recreation Center that sometimes when people sign the guest book at the BRC in the 

evenings, one person will sign for the whole family, instead of signing for each of the 

spouse & kids’ names. Some suggestions were made regarding a solution for perhaps a 

sign and directional devices. Mr. Fox also informed the committee that there are more 

new people paying weekly & daily fees and that class participation is up this month. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

1) Bark Park: Mrs. Carr requested additional information for the Bark Park marquee, 

that an online registration form be made available for the Dog Show and clarified that 

Nancy Bruzos is the chairwoman for the park and committee. Mr. Fox requested that an 

email be sent with a list of the marketing requests so that Brie Powell could help with 

those requests. A request was also made that the website have the beautification day 

advertised. Mr. Fox asked for clarification on whether or not the committee is in charge 

of these tasks or if the recreation department is. Mr. Brooks asked if all of the 

maintenance was complete in the park and Mr. Pfohl relayed that the outside of the park 

is complete but not inside the fence. Mr. Ellington suggested that the work of 

maintenance for the park not fall on the outdoor recreation department and that the trails 

should be their top priority. Mr. Fox announced that 2 part-time employees were hired to 

help the outdoor recreation crew. Ellington also requested that outside contractors be 

hired and that asphalt be used, and not chat. The weather has had a terrible effect on the 

grounds this year. Mr. Fox also announced that obedience classes would begin at the 

Bark Park and would be provided by Melissa MacKinnon. Mr. Pfohl asked if the grass 

seed was something that the outdoor department could achieve and Mr. Ellington 

suggested the use of pine straw aid the project.  

 

2) ClimbMAX: Revenue  

A request for constructive criticism was made by Mrs. Piquet so that we could use the 

information to help next year. Mr. Fox stated that the name change of A Cool 5 to the 

ClimbMAX was expressed in a recreation meeting. Committee members disagreed. Mr. 

Pfohl and Mrs. Owen expressed distaste in the progression of the change. Mr. Ellington 

referred to the late start in getting the race planned. Mr. Fox stated that the TDA had 

input on changing the name and that it was vetted through the town manager. Mr. Fox 



stated that the overall goal is to create a race that will bring more people to the mountain 

and bring more money to the local businesses. Mrs. Owen stated that last year’s sponsor 

did not change the course or name of the race. Mr. Phohl stated that the race was 

originated to be a local family friendly race, not to bring other people and elite athletes to 

the mountain. Mrs. Piquet pointed out that she felt there were less participants this year 

than in previous years. Mr. Fox reiterated that the date of the event needed to be changed 

because of Hunter’s Heroes race in Boone and it was unknown that it was the same date 

as Blood, Sweat and Gears. Mr. Pfohl expressed distaste in change. Mr. Fox offered to 

change the date for next year if the committee so wished. A request was made for better 

signage and a more distinct list of volunteer responsibilities by Mrs. Piquet. She also 

asked why there was a shortage of T-shirts and medals. Mr. Ellington gave feedback that 

he thought that the race went really well and the only negative feedback he received was 

that some of the runners felt that it was priced too high. Mr. Pfohl asked how much 

revenue was received and whether or not we broke even. Mr. Fox clarified that we spent 

last year’s money on this year’s race and that we received $8k on this year’s race for next 

year.. Mrs. Piquet stated that we made about $12-13k the first year and wants to keep it 

around $8k every year. Mr. Ellington voiced that he thought it was compassionate to 

change the date in light of Hunter’s Heroes. Mr. Fox suggested that the race be held the 

July 4
th

 weekend, it’s a festive celebration weekend 

 

C) Bike Race: Mr. Fox noted that a race committee came together as a group and 

designated  people for different tasks. The race still needs a name – it was suggested by 

the BSG people that it be “A Beetch of A Race”. The Chamber is hosting a business night 

out August 19
th 

in an attempt to get their input and make them aware that we are 

expecting between 500 and 700 racers. Typically 80% of racers end up staying on the 

mountain for about 2 nights. Mr. Pfohl pointed out that the race started with the Red 

Cross and that we need to work really hard to make sure this event is successful. Mr. 

Ellington pointed out that they gave up about $100k. They don’t advertise a lot of that. 

They gave about $7k to a Fire Department in need. Mr. Pfohl notified the committee that 

they’re asking us for ideas of where they can spend the money...where can it benefit our 

town? Mr. Brooks noted an Economic Impact Study and pointed out that the police 

department did the traffic for free for the event, and they finally had enough money to 

pay the guys. Mr. Pfhol noted that the race profited over a million dollars over the years. 

Mr. Ellington expressed the importance of collaborating with the townspeople to make 

the event successful and that we may have up to 1000 people in one day. Mrs. Carr asked 

who is in charge of this and Mr. Adams clarified that BSG is a 501 (c)(3), and they are in 

charge. Mrs. Carr stated that “your downfall is yourself”. Mrs. Owens left the meeting at 

9:26 a.m.  

 

Mr. Ellington expressed concern regarding the monies raised for the community projects 

and reiterated that the purpose of the committee is to help the recreation center. “My 

opinion, I hear ‘suggestions’ every day & when they don’t play out, you get ‘pats on the 

back & kicks in the butt’. I feel like the town has taken it over & BRC hasn’t had support. 

We’re trying to build more trails, but we can’t take care of the ones that we have.”  

The committee discussed the work load that the outdoor recreation staff had and ways to 

improve on the timeliness in achieving project goals. 



 

V. New Business:  

A) EMO Plans & Progress: Mr. Fox conveyed that the progress of the trails is underway 

and that the proper signage will be expensive but worth it in the long run. Mr. Ellington 

asked if some temporary signs could be used until the others are complete.  Mr. Fox said 

that we have temporary markers that can be used. Mr. Ellington stated that he was 

attempting to get the IMBA (International Mountain Biking Association) involved and 

Mr. Smoot confirmed that the IMBA came to TDA to help supervise & develop the plan 

and wanted to know where that stands. Mr. Ellington expressed that there need for a 

master planner and perhaps the TDA could get involved. Mr. Smoot stated that the 1/3 

that’s supposed to go to capital projects, “I think everyone liked the idea that there is 

going to be a Master Plan”. The committee discussed the possibility of saving money by 

doing the project in house or having an outside contracted professional. Mr. Fox 

expressed the reserve regarding the lease for the land in the Emerald Outback and 

concerns for the duration after the lease is expired and requested that a meeting be set. 

Mr. Ellington expressed the importance of spending some of the grant monies on 

beautification for the homeowners that would see the trails. Mrs. Carr also requested that 

a map be brought for visualization purposes at the next meeting.  

C) Mr. Pfohl stated that the replacement of the Emerald Outback map needs to be a top 

priority and that it the responsibility of the recreation department.  

 

 

VI. Speak Out Session: 

Mrs. Carr asked if a new swipe card machine had been procured, and Mr. Fox conveyed 

that we did get pricing. Mrs. Carr also suggested that some marketing be done at the 

Bikes, Brews and Views.  

 

VII. Adjourn: The motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 a.m. was made by Fred Pfohl. Mr. 

Fox noted that the next meeting will be on Thursday, August 1
st
, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. The 

meeting will be held in the Town Council Chambers. Ms. Piquet seconded the motion 

and it passed unanimously.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Karissa Bergene & Brie Powell 


