
RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Town Hall – 9:00 a.m. 

 

I. Call to Order – Mr. Pfohl called to order the regular meeting of the Recreation Advisory 

Committee at 9:00 a.m. at Town Hall. Present were Advisory Committee members 

Nancy Owen, Jim Brooks, Gil Adams, Rory Ellington, and Fred Pfohl. Recreation 

Director Tim Fox and Town Manager Randy Feiraband were also present. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes – Mr. Pfohl made a motion to approve the May 16
th

, 2013 minutes 

as submitted.  Ms. Owen seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

III. Monthly Recreation Center Information – Mr. Fox informed the Committee that 

Recreation Center appears to be bringing in more revenue per person in comparison to 

May 2012. Mr. Pfohl requested a discussion of environmental education. Mr. Fox 

informed the Committee that Program Coordinator Sabrina Powell lead Earth Day 

celebration education for children. Children appeared to be bringing back their parents 

and families to visit the Recreation Center at subsequent visits. Additionally, a field trip 

of over 40 school children was scheduled to utilize the Buckeye Recreation Center 

outdoor facilities and trails.  

 

IV. Old Business: 

A. Fireman’s Park: 

1) Grand Opening: Mr. Fox reported that the Fireman’s Park Grand Opening 

is the same day as Town Yard Sale and the Arts and Crafts Fair at the 

Recreation Center. Mr. Fox announced that employees would distribute 

mini-flyers for the Grand Opening at the other two events, and directing 

residents and guests toward Fireman’s Park. 

 

2) Bear-Proof Garbage Bin – Rory Ellington: Mr. Adams reported that 

workers have had to reinforce the bear-proof garbage bins and Fireman’s 

Park remains a target of bears. Mr. Adams reported he was not sure how to 

make a garbage bin to withstand the bears over time. Mr. Pfohl passed 

around documents regarding the prices of new garbage bins for the Town. 

The documents illustrated bear-proof garbage bins at $249 a piece. There 

was discussion about several bear encounters involving food in residential 

areas in the past month. Mr. Pfohl suggested placing two to three 

containers on the fence of the park. Mr. Brooks commented that bear-

proof metal trash bins buried in the ground have been successful in years 

past. However, these trash bins rust and are approximately $300 a piece.  

 

B. RTP Grant: Mr. Fox reported that the grant is $75,000 to include the maintenance 

and repair of all existing trails and that the $5,000 grant needs to be finished in 

order to connect trails to the West Bowl. Mr. Feiraband inquired whether the 

Town must match the RTP Grant during the 2012 Fiscal Year or 2013 Fiscal 



Year.  It was reported that the Grantor declared it would match the Town’s 

financial contribution to the project. Also, there must be other bids.  

  
C. Bark Park – care and maintenance – Jim Brooks: Mr. Fox reported that there 

appears to be constant complaints with the specific model mower used on the 

Bark Park. The mower belts frequently “break.” Mr. Brooks commented that it 

appeared that the trees at the Bark Park had not been watered last year and dying.  

 

D. ClimbMAX Race 

1) Marketing and Promotions: Mr. Fox reported that in addition to current 

promotional efforts, he would be sending race pamphlets and flyers to be 

distributed at the Hunter’s Heroes Race over the weekend.  

a. Mr. Pfohl’s Letter to Residents – recommend every member do 

the same – follow up: Mr. Fox reported that the Race had received 

one donation from Mr. Pfohl’s outreach letter. 

b. Billboard: The billboard is up. 

c. Ladder Truck: Mr. Fox reported that Ms. Powell would request 

Amy Morrison’s assistance in taking photographs for the race. 

d. Other: Mr. Fox reported that he would call upon Mr. Adams in 

recruiting Ski Patrol personnel to volunteer for the Race. Mr. 

Adams replied that he would send an email out to the Patrollers. 

Mr. Fox reported that some medical personnel already contacted 

on/near Beech Mountain were already working, out of town, or 

participating in the Race on Race day. Mr. Ellington asked Mr. Fox 

if he would like to utilize golf carts for the Race. Mr. Fox replied, 

“Yes, please” and would like the race to be led with an ATV. Mr. 

Adams declared that he would talk to Weidner.  

 

V. New Business:  

A. Recreation Center Roof Repair Scheduled: Mr. Fox reported that the ridge caps 

are getting blocked so water can’t get “blown up.” Also, the present ridge cap is 

not very large, and there should be space between roofing to let the wind breathe 

through. Increasing the size of the ridge will help prevent this as well. Mr. Brooks 

asked about the valleys and Mr. Fox reported they are not good. 

 

B. EMO Plan and Progress: Mr. Fox reported that the Parks and Recreation 

Department is working with Ski Beech Resort to make connecting trails near Oz.  

Mr. Brooks reported that a sewer line exists down Emerald Mountain in the 

Northeast quadrant of the park. Mr. Brooks reported that he brought it up in the 

TDA meeting. Also, Mr. Brooks thinks Archie will say this is valuable land and 

“We don’t want to sell.” The sewer line is in the middle of a $200,000 lot. Mr. 

Feiraband declared that the Town has easements with the Ski Beech Resort, 

which are revocable. Also, the Town’s sidewalk easements are “very revocable.” 

Mr. Ellington commented that a similar situation occurred on Sugar Mountain and 

a condominium complex took away some of that land. Mr. Fox commented that 

grant money has already been acquired and put to use and there has been a lot of 



labor put into this project. Mr. Fox inquired what sort of guarantees are in place 

so that Ski Beech will not, for example, revoke the lease in three years and want 

to sell. Mr. Fox reported that he is currently creating a five-year plan that 

addresses this concern. There was discussion about re-directing and re-designing 

some of the Park Trails. Mr. Ellington introduced discussion about a “Pan-Am 

Gold Medalist” training in the EMO who wants to set up mountain bike training 

camps. Ms. Sandy Carr inquired as to who would be in charge of cultivating the 

relationship with the Professional Mountain Biker. Mr. Ellington replied that 

“We” could point the family of the Pro and his entourage toward things to do and 

local area attractions while they are visiting. There was discussion regarding 

GPSing, EMT and emergency personnel access, designing “bail-out” routes, and 

maps of the trails. 

 

C. Replace Maps at EMO: Mr. Ellington reported that maps needed to be replaced 

because they were damaged during rains. Mr. Pfohl inquired as to whether the 

maps could be replaced during trail workdays.  

 

D. Trail Work Days – EMO, Pond Creek: Mr. Ellington reported that Tuesdays and 

Thursdays are the best workdays for Smoke Tree trail, Pond Creek, EMO. 

Currently, big water puddles with floating bugs exist and need to be flattened out 

with the tractor. Mr. Fox and Mr. Ellington can coordinate can weed eating 

around signs and cleaning up trails. A tree limb needs to be removed from the 

West Loop. Mr. Brooks suggested that the Town put up signs regarding private 

property, including Eagle’s Nest, surrounding the EMO. Ms. Carr suggested that 

perhaps, property owners, not the Town, are responsible for putting up their own 

private property sign.  

 

E. Parking Lot EMO, Fox Crest – town backhoe needed: Mr. Brooks inquired 

about getting an easement from Foxcrest. Mr. Feiraband replied, “I have no 

problem asking for a trail easement for 15 feet” just for the park. Mr. Ellington 

asked Mr. Feiraband if the Town could inquire with Foxcrest about cutting a 

pedestrian trail from the EMO to the parking lot. Mr. Brooks replied that he could 

take a picture and send it to Foxcrest because “they can’t use the lot anyways.” 

Mr. Pfohl replied, “Let’s try to get this parking lot done by 4
th

 of July.” About 8 

sections, 2 end posts, the rest line posts would be needed for the lot. Mr. Ellington 

replied that it would be easy access for his staff and would get together with Riley 

Hatch. 

  
F. Park and Park Garbage Check Schedule – Jim Brooks: Mr. Brooks suggested 

having the Outdoor Maintenance Crew to do a nightly check of bear-proof 

garbage can security at parks, which is discussed later in the agenda. Mr. 

Ellington suggested having a set schedule for checking the bear-proof garbage 

cans each day. Ms. Sandy Carr attended the meeting and suggested that the Town 

consider modeling Yosemite Park’s encouragement of park visitors to remove 

their own trash.   

 



G. Buckeye Buzz – picture gallery – Jim Brooks: Mr. Brooks suggested that there 

should be more pictures on the Buzz in an effort to increase the amount of people 

actually reading the newsletter. Mr. Fox reported that the Parks and Recreation 

Department is redesigning the Buckeye Buzz to go out two times per month 

during season and once a month during the off-season. Also, the Buzz is being re-

vamped to make it more like a newsletter. 

 

H. Channel 2 – Jim Brooks: Mr. Brooks suggested that programs should be 

advertised on Channel 2. Also, the TDA will assume control of Channel 2 on July 

1, 2013. 

 

I. Bike Race – BSG People: Mr. Brooks reported that the Blood, Sweat, & Gears 

marketing team thinks it can sell out their “1250 person race in 15 min” if 

applications are available online. Mr. Brooks is concerned with whether or not the 

BSG people will they stay on Beech Mountain. Mr. Brooks reported that the BSG 

People want to do training rides. Mr. Fox reported that the desire for the BSG to 

ride through townships has brought up issues they have to overcome in order to be 

able to do the race. Also, there’s a $10,000 national grant for Blood, Sweat, & 

Gears. Mr. Fox reported that he asked the BSG people to be put on a donation list 

for the event.  

 

J. Emerald Outback – Consultant Proposal: There was discussion about writing up 

a job description for the EMO Consultant and he/she should be an expert and 

professional in that field. The consultant position would be funded with the 

$75,000 grant. 

 

VI. Speak Out Session: Ms. Owen replied that the $5.95 online credit card fee and inability 

to use credit cards at the Buckeye Recreation Center is an inconvenience. Ms. Own 

inquired about the past cost of the credit card machines. Mr. Fox mentioned that there 

used to be merchant services specifically for the Recreation Center. Mr. Pfohl suggested 

that Bernie be asked to call his contact in Boone for an estimate. There was discussion 

about grant writing for EMO trail designs in comparison to current grant expenditures for 

repairing trails. There was discussion about the opening of the Disc Golf Course at Ski 

Beech Resort during the summer. There was discussion about getting all people involved 

in trail maintenance and design for the EMO together and that the $75,000 allotment is 

for hiring an expert consultant. 

 

VII. Adjourn: 

 

The motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 was made by Tim Fox. Mr. Fox noted that 

the next meeting needed to be changed from Thursday, July 4, 2013 to Thursday, July 11, 

2013 at 8:30 a.m. The meeting will be held in the Town Council Chambers. Mr. Pfohl 

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 



 


