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RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Thursday, February 7th, 2013 
Town Hall – 9am 

 
I. Call to Order – Mr. Pfohl called to order the regular meeting of the Recreation 

Advisory Committee at 9am at Town Hall. Present were Advisory Committee 
members Jim Brooks, Gil Adams, and Nancy Owen. Brie Powell, Recreation 
Program Coordinator, Randy Fiereband, Town Manager, and Rory Ellington.  

 
II. Approval of Minutes – A motion to approve the December minutes was made by 

Jim Brooks and seconded by Nancy Owen.  
  
III. Recreation & Fitness Report – Mr. Fiereband presented the report to the 

committee and Mr. Pfohl made mention of the lack of military bookings at the 
recreation center to account for a drop in membership numbers. 

 
IV. Old Business: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

• A) Fireman’s Park: 
• Mr. Fierebend informed the committee that everything in the 

park is currently at the same status and there has been no 
update or change since the last advisory meeting. 

 
• B) Bark Park: 

• Mr. Fierebend updated the committee that the fence had been 
fixed and that the current state of the bark park is good. There 
has been no other change since the last meeting. 

 
 

• C) Emerald Outback Easement: 
• Mr. Fierebend informed the committee that the contract and 

easement is currently in Four’s office and that we do have a 
verbal commitment to the easement and it should be completed 
very soon. Mr. Pfohl expressed a sense of urgency to get the 
easement completed to ensure that no problems are presented 
in the future. 

 
• D) Sunset Park Easement: 

• Mr. Fierebend informed the committee that there was no 
change regarding the status of that easement. As it stands 
currently, it would behoove the owner of the property to grant 
the town the easement so they would be protected under the 
town’s insurance policy. Mr. Fierebend would like to see this 
issue resolved at the very latest, by April of this year. 

 
• F) RTP Grant: 

• Mr. Fierebend informed the committee that there was no 
change regarding the status of the grant since the last meeting 
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and we were waiting for the outcome of the reallocation of the 
funds from the state. 

 
• G) 10K Nationals: 

• Mrs. Powell informed the committee that things were currently 
on track for the success of the Nationals as well as some other 
races that Jason Bryant had expressed interest in hosting at 
Beech Mountain. She had a meeting scheduled for the 
following day and assured the committee that she would update 
them on any information as she received it.  

 
 

      V. New Business 
 

• A) Holiday Program Updates 
• Mrs. Powell updated the committee on the success of the 

programs and events during January. The Kid’s Day at the sled 
hill was a great success as well as the guided Snowshoe Tours. 
The Snowshoe Tours were so successful that it had to be split 
into two groups because of the number of snowshoes in our 
fleet. 

• Mr. Brooks expressed interest in posting a poster board or 
banner announcement at the sledding hill during the days 
leading up to an event. Mr. Pfohl also expressed interest in 
mini flyers and individual email announcements. 

• Rory Ellington spoke about the success of the marketing 
regarding the snowshoe tours and how all over the high country 
we were getting attention for that program. 

   
• B) A Cool 5 

• Mr. Fierebend spoke about the importance of getting a 
recreation director in place as soon as possible so that things 
could move forward with the A Cool 5. Mr. Pfohl expressed 
interest in cancelling for this year and asked for Mr. Ellington’s 
opinion of how that would affect the outcome of the race in 
future years. Mr. Ellington said that to cancel it would not be 
wise however it has been done and could be done. Mrs. Owen 
at this point said that in her opinion it does not need to be 
cancelled, it just needs to be scaled back and focus on just the 
race and not all of the other events that had been planned in 
previous years. Mrs. Powell informed the committee of her 
meeting with some of the key dinner volunteers and expressed 
their collective interest in offering marketing for local 
restaurants in exchange for them offering a runner’s special 
that weekend for the event. We would then host a “Rock the 
Dock” party at Lake Coffee and have shag music and invite the 
local Shag Club to come and host a part for the evening as a 
kick off to the event. Mr. Pfohl agreed that there were a lot of 
good ideas and that he would get together with Mr. Ellington 
and Mrs. Powell to discuss the future of the event at a later 
date.   
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• C)Town of Beech Mountain Master Plan: 

• Mr. Scott updated the committee on the Recreation Master Plan 
via a PowerPoint presentation. He requested the committees 
help and specifically from Mrs. Powell regarding the 
descriptions of existing facilities and help with their 
evaluations. Mr. Pfohl asked for a deadline for their input and 
Mr. Scott requested that they be submitted as soon as possible 
as his goal was to have everything completed for adoption in 
one month’s time. Mr. Pfohl reminded the committee that it 
was their job to make sure that this plan is implemented and to 
please send any input that they had to Mr. Scott immediately 
and complimented his presentation. Mr. Scott reiterated that a 
couple of things needed to happen as soon as possible; his 
meeting with Mrs. Powell regarding the descriptions of the 
existing facilities and the committees input regarding the 
evaluation of existing facilities. Mr. Ellington commented on 
the quality of Mr. Scott’s presentation and overall job that he, 
the town and committee is doing and encouraged the 
committee to keep a positive momentum despite any negative 
feedback that was posed, because it was sure to be minimal. He 
also mentioned the completion of the trail systems that would 
circumnavigate the town and how much that will add to the 
department as a whole and add to the towns appealing 
aesthetics.  Mr. Scott also informed the committee of a meeting 
with the DOT regarding the completion of the trail system to 
circumnavigate the town on their property as opposed to 
private property. 
  

• D) Fireman’s Trail 
• Mr. Fierebend informed the committee that Mr. Brooks had 

requested that the trail be discussed in the meeting. Mr. Brooks 
explained that he and some friends had hiked the trail and were 
somewhat disappointed. They noticed a need for signage on the 
trails and at the Pinnacle to direct guests towards the trail head. 
He also expressed a need to address one of the property owners 
regarding an easement and fixing some of the features on her 
property to be more aesthetically pleasing for hikers. He also 
suggested that some signage be put up along with some side 
trails to direct hikers towards local businesses and perhaps 
getting some professional trail builders in to fine tune the 
project. Mr. Fierebend expressed that there was very little bit of 
the trail that would have to be addressed for easements and that 
most of the trail is on our property and he would like to see the 
trail done correctly. The town will need to address any property 
issues and easement necessity, some of which were caused 
because of natural obstacles. There is an existing easement but 
it would need to be redone because it is only for water 
transmission and that no longer suffices for hiking trails as 
well. Mr. Ellington suggested that we correlate with the Boone 
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Bike Association as they are planning to come up and work 
with us on the Emerald Outback if we can get the trails in 
place. Mr. Fierebend explained that was not an option and 
monies allocated for the RTP grant could not be used. Mr. 
Brooks reiterated that working with the property owners should 
not be a problem and that fixing any easements issues should 
be easy. 
 

• E) New Director’s Position 
• Mr. Fierebend updated the committee on the status of the 

Director’s position. He and Mayor Owen had narrowed down 
the over 40 applications to the top 9 for phone interviews. After 
that process they have it now narrowed down to the top 4 and 
6; 5 of those applicants will be interviewed in person with the 
hopes of making an offer for the position within the next two 
weeks and having someone start by March 1st. After some 
discussion Mr. Fierebend assured the committee that it was his 
intent to ensure some solidity within the department with that 
position and to find someone who is not going to use the 
position as a “stepping stone”.  

 
   

 
       VI. Speak Out Session: 
 
Mr. Brooks expressed his interest in purchasing the blade with the 4-wheeler that we 
originally opted out of, as an option for snow removal on the streetscape. The committee 
and Mr. Fierebend seemed to think that was a good option and Mr. Fierebend would 
research the details. 
 
Mr. Fierebend addressed the request for a garbage disposal at Buckeye in the kitchen and 
said that he had a plumber come in and look at the options. The sink is an industrial sink 
and sits too low and there is no room. He also addressed the issues of the book cases in 
the lobby and the committee expressed more of an interest in decreasing the inventory of 
books as opposed to building more shelves.  
 
Mr. Ellington brought the issue of Bridge to Bridge to the committee to let them know 
that Grandfather was not granting them permission to utilize their property for the race 
this year. The gentleman in charge of heading up the race expressed interest in using 
Beech Mountain and changing the name to Bridge to Beech. The committee expressed a 
great deal of support and offered any resources at our disposal to help. 

 
 

VII. Adjourn: 
 
  The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Nancy Owen and seconded by Jim 

Brooks. The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  
   

Respectfully submitted, 
                                         Brie Powell 
        January 29th, 2013 
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