
TOWN OF BEECH MOUNTAIN 
Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

February 28, 2017 

Beech Mountain Town Hall 

 

Call to Order at 9:03 a.m.   

 

 

Members Present:  

Board members in attendance included Andy Porter, Pete Chamberlin, Barry Kaufman and  

John Hoffman. Fire Chief Bob Pudney was also present. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:  
The agenda was adopted as presented. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

The minutes of the January 2017 meeting were adopted as presented.   

 

Discuss Address Posting Project: 

James Scott discussed that over the years the failure of residents to post visible and easily 

recognizable address numbering had been a recurring problem.  In recent Planning Board 

meetings, especially, this had been a source of complaints.  Mr. Scott felt that this was a fairly 

straightforward problem that could be improved with direct action, and he therefore proposed 

beginning a program to improve this situation.  He showed the board a draft of a spreadsheet that 

could be used to observe and record the state of address numbers, or their absence, at each 

residence in Town.   

 

Much discussion arose about the Town’s standards for address numbering.  It was proposed that 

they should be changed to make stronger demands that numbers be made more visible and more 

readily apparent.  Opposing views were expressed that felt that if the standards were made too 

demanding, there would be a greater number of properties in violation, and it would be less 

likely that compliance could be achieved.  Furthermore, it was discussed that it would be 

politically unpopular to devise new standards that required action of a large percentage of 

property owners.  Some Board members felt that the best approach for such a program would be 

to try to achieve compliance for the worst violations or the properties where no address numbers 

were posted at all. It was discussed that gathering this information, in itself, would be very useful 

for the Town, and would be a first step towards solving the problem.  Once we had a grasp of 

how many violations existed and where they were, a solution could be devised.   

 

It was also discussed that the address numbering layout for the Town of Beech Mountain was 

very confusing in itself, and that this was only compounded by the lack of adequately posted 

numbers.  (Beech Mountain’s addresses were assigned lot by lot, not based upon distance along 

the road as is common practice in other locations.  Because of the curvy mountain roads, the lot 

by lot addressing often leads to out-of-sequence numbering between properties on opposite sides 

of the road).  Although the addressing layout was acknowledged to be a problem, it was 

understood that re-addressing the entire town is infeasible.   



 

Andy Porter asked if the Town could install appropriate address numbers and posts for properties 

in violation.  It was discussed that Mr. Scott had asked this question of the Town Attorney, and 

Mr. Eggers replied that we could not.  The remedy for inadequate numbers, he said, was to send 

property owners a notice of violation and fine them if they failed to comply.  Mr. Porter then 

asked whether the Town could install numbers if property owners agreed to let them on a 

voluntary basis.  It was agreed that the Town probably could do that, but that the Town doesn’t 

really want to be in the business of installing address posts when lots of private individuals 

would be willing to do that.   

 

Pete Chamberlin discussed that perhaps the most important way of achieving compliance was to 

advertise the requirements.  James Scott pointed out that a notice about address posting was to be 

included in the upcoming Beech MountainEar.   

 

It was discussed that the project of investigating all the address numbers in town would be a 

large task and it would take a long time.  Pete Chamberlin suggested that if volunteers could 

participate it would make the job much easier and quicker.  Barry Kaufman worried about the 

implications of volunteers trespassing on people’s property.  Nevertheless, it was agreed that the 

participation of volunteers would make this project feasible.  Several of the Planning Board 

members agreed to review addresses on certain roads.   

 

Adjournment: 
There was a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded and carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

      

      

James Scott 

     Staff to the Board 

 


