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MINUTES 
BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – April 12, 2016 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER    
 
Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain Town Council to order 
at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 12, 2016 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council 
Members present were Paul Piquet, Rick Owen, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  Town 
Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members present included Town Manager Ed 
Evans; Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance Officer  Steve Smith, Town Planner James 
Scott, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Police Chief 
Shawn Freeman, Police Captain Tim Barnett, Police Sargent Renee Carpenter, and Parks and 
Recreation Director Sean Royall.  
 
II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Mayor Miller stated that the amended agenda before Council that 
included § VIII. New Business b. ‘Proclamation Recognizing Life Saving Award’ would stand as 
amended.   
 
V.  Consent Agenda – Mayor Miller opened the floor for Council to take action on the 

consent agenda.  Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to approve the consent agenda.    
Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote passed unanimously.  The Consent 
Agenda was approved as follows with Consent Agenda items ‘d’ thru ‘i’ attached as 
Exhibit A and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.  

  
a. March 8, 2016 – Regular Meeting 
b. March 8, 2016 – Closed Session 
c. March 18, 2016 – Special Meeting 
d. Proclamation Recognizing Arbor Day 
e. Proclamation Recognizing the Town of Beech Mountain Birthday  
f. Budget Amendment 04122016-04  
g. Resolution No. 2016-03: ‘Resolution for Approving Local Water Supply Plan’ 
h. Order to Advertise 2015 Delinquent Taxes 
i. Tax Refund Request 
 

 
VI. Public Comment 
 

Sandy Carr – Sandy Carr, of 505 Pine Ridge Road, stated that the Beech Mountain 
Metric ride would be held Saturday May 22, 2016.  The event is about seventy-five 
percent (75%) filled with volunteers.  Additionally, Mrs. Carr informed everyone that 
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Boone had held a film festival recently in which a video from last year’s Beech Mountain 
Metric had been submitted.  Mrs. Carr reported that the submitted video won first place 
in one of the categories for this first ever film festival.  Mrs. Carr stated that the Town 
will be performing a Clean Sweep Sunday April 17, 2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Volunteers are to meet at Fire Station 1 at 1:00 p.m.   

  
VII.  Public Hearing 
 

a. Public Hearing for Proposed Tree Ordinance Amendments – Vice Mayor Piquet 
motioned to open the public hearing.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the 
motion, the vote passed unanimously.  Town Planner James Scott stated that the 
Town’s tree ordinance currently states that the property owner is the individual 
responsible for tree cutting violations.  Mr. Scott cited numerous circumstances where 
the neighbor is sometimes the responsible party.  The proposed ordinance changes 
would make the individual who hired the person responsible for the tree cutting the 
responsible party.  Hearing no public comment.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to 
close the public hearing.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion, the vote passed 
unanimously. 

 
VIII.  New Business  
 

a. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – Dale Schepers, Construction 
Administrator for West Consultants, provided a contract summary update for the 
Water Plant Replacement Project.  Mr. Schepers stated that as of April 12, 2016 the 
Town was forty-percent (40%) through the contract period, work completed through 
pay requests was at twenty-percent (20%) and that with work progress was on 
schedule with the quality of work acceptable.  The engineer continues to review and 
approve various materials and equipment submittals for the project.  Mr. Schepers 
stated that the next monthly construction progress meeting is scheduled for May 12, 
2016 at 10:30 a.m. at the Buckeye Lake Recreation Center. 

 
b. Proclamation Recognizing Life Saving Award – Mayor Miller asked Police Chief 

Shawn Freeman to provide detailed information on the event that led to this award.  
Police Chief Freeman stated that it was an honor to present the Life Saving Award to 
Police Officer Tyler Jones.  Police Chief Freeman stated that it was also a 
distinguished pleasure to work alongside the quality volunteers that serve on the 
Beech Mountain Volunteer Fire Department.  Police Chief Freeman described the 
events that took place that led to this award.  Police Officer Jones received a round of 
applause.  Vice Mayor Piquet then read aloud the Proclamation Honoring Beech 
Mountain Police Officer Tyler Jones for the Life Saving Award.  Police Officer Jones 
was asked to come forward to receive the plaque and Life Saving Award from Mayor 
Miller and Police Chief Freeman.  Police Officer Jones again received a round of 
applause for his service to his community.  Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to 
approve the proclamation.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller 
called the vote, the vote passed unanimously.  The Proclamation Honoring Beech 
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Mountain Police Officer Tyler Jones for the Life Saving Award is attached as Exhibit 
B and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.          
 

c. Proclamation Recognizing National Military Appreciation Month – Vice Mayor 
Piquet read aloud the Proclamation Recognizing National Military Appreciation 
Month for the month of May and June for the period of May 1, 2016 through June 14, 
2016.  Councilman Sauer motioned to approve the proclamation.  Councilwoman 
Castiglione seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  The Proclamation 
Recognizing National Military Appreciation Month is attached as Exhibit C and 
incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.            

 
d. Request Public Hearing for Proposed Sexually Oriented Business Ordinance 

Amendment – Town Planner James Scott stated that this proposed ordinance has 
already been before Council and that Council had requested that staff look into 
adding buffers to the Town’s hiking trails.  Mr. Scott reported that such a buffer is 
recommended for two-hundred fifty feet (250’); stating that this type of buffer is both 
appropriate and legal.  Mr. Scott stated that this buffer will assist with further 
minimizing the types of crimes that could come along with these types of 
establishments.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve staff scheduling a public 
hearing for Councils next regularly scheduled meeting.  Councilwoman Castiglione 
seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller called the vote to schedule the public hearing for 
Councils next regularly scheduled meeting, the vote passed unanimously.   
 

e. Potential Re-Zoning of “The Slopes” Subdivision – Town Planner James Scott 
stated that this proposed re-zoning was located within The Slopes subdivision.  The 
owner of the property has approached the Town requesting a change from an R-1 
district, defined as a low density residential, to a R-2A district, defined as a single 
family residential high density.  Mr. Scott stated that the zoning of this area had 
originally been done prior to the Town becoming incorporated and that the proposed 
R-2A district was the closest type of zoning that the Town had to accommodate what 
is currently happening on the property in this area.  Councilman Sauer asked about 
the size of the property that was being discussed.  Mr. Scott stated that approximately 
9.6 acres of the southern portion of the parcel identified as the common area of The 
Slopes subdivision is the area being requested to rezone.  Vice Mayor Piquet 
motioned to approve staff scheduling a public hearing for Councils next regularly 
scheduled meeting.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller asked if 
Council wanted any more time prior to going to a public hearing.  Hearing no more 
discussion Mayor Miller called the vote to schedule the public hearing for Councils 
next regularly scheduled meeting; the vote passed unanimously.   
 

f. Proposed Ordinance to Amend Permit Requirement for Alarm System and False 
Alarms – Manager Evans stated that Council had before them proposed language 
changes to the Town’s code that would align the code to current practices.  Manager 
Evans stated that the types of alarm systems that were in place then functioned 
differently than they do now.  Alarm systems used to notify dispatch but this is now 
an obsolete practice.  Councilwoman Castiglione asked about the fee being removed.  
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Manager Evans stated that this was a beginning step in cleaning up the Town’s 
Ordinance to remove fees from the code.  Manager Evans stated that he was working 
towards having the fee schedule approved each year with the budget process.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the ordinance change.  Councilwoman Castiglione 
seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Ordinance 2016-07 ‘An 
Ordinance to Amend Permit Requirement for Alarm System and False Alarms in 
Beech Mountain’ is attached as Exhibit D and incorporated by reference as if fully set 
out within these minutes.          
 

IX. Old Business 
 

a. Vote on Proposed Tree Ordinance Amendments – Mayor Miller asked if there was 
any Council discussion.  Hearing none Mayor Miller entertained a motion. 
Councilwoman Castiglione motioned to adopt the proposed tree ordinance 
amendments.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion.  Hearing no Council 
discussion Mayor Miller called the vote, the vote passed unanimously.   Ordinance 
2016-06 ‘An Ordinance to Amend the Tree Ordinance in Beech Mountain’ is 
attached as Exhibit E and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 
minutes.         

 
X. Town Manager, Staff Reports, and Council Concerns 
 

Update on North Carolina Appalachian Rural Commission Grant – Manager Evans 
stated that he followed up with the Appalachian Rural Commission concerning the grant 
monies the Town was not awarded.  Communication from the federal level of the grant 
approval process made a statement that the monies were not awarded due to them 
viewing Buckeye Creek Road as a continuation of Highway 184, therefore deeming this 
project a State project.  The State does not believe this road to be a continuation of 
Highway 184.       
 
CodeRED– Manager Evans stated that the new emergency communication system 
CoodeRED is up and running and working exceptionally well.  Manager Evans stated 
that individuals that choose to do so are able to receive notification all of the time 
regardless of whether they are within the triangular tower area or not.   
 
High Country Municipal Association Meeting – Manager Evans stated that Council was 
hosting and attending the High Country Municipal Association Meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall located at 403 Beech Mountain 
Parkway Beech Mountain, NC 28064.  There will be a quorum of Council present.  This 
serves as public notice.  Sugar Mountain, Seven Devils, and Banner Elk will be present as 
well.     
 
Town’s Birthday and Arbor Day Celebration – Manager Evans stated that staff was 
working diligently on the plans for the Town’s Birthday and Arbor Day Celebration.  The 
celebration was scheduled to be held at Buckeye Recreation Center on Sunday May 1, 
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2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Everyone in the community was invited to attend the 
event.   
 
Bids for ABC Gravel – Manager Evans stated that the Town was accepting bids for four-
thousand five-hundred (4,500) tons of ABC gravel.  Bids are scheduled to be opened 
Friday, April 22, 2016 at 12:05 p.m. in the Council Chamber room.   
 
North Carolina League of Municipalities Town Hall Day – Manager Evans informed 
Council that the North Carolina League of Municipalities had scheduled Town Hall Day 
for June 8, 2016.  Manager Evans informed Council that this was an all day event that 
provided an opportunity for local officials to gather in Raleigh to discuss legislative 
issues their community is facing with members of the legislative body.     
 
Employee Appreciation Luncheon – Manager Evans informed Council that generous 
ladies in the community were providing the Town employees with an appreciation lunch 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016.  The event would take place at Buckeye Recreation Center 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.   
 
Clean Sweep – Manager Evans provided further information on the Town’s efforts 
stating that litter bags will be made available for individuals to pick up who missed out 
on the opportunity to participate in the event.  Councilman Sauer stated that a map is 
being kept of areas where volunteers worked.   
 

XI. Town Council Comments 
 
Water Report – Councilwoman Castiglione asked Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton 
to explain the Tier II violation on the Water Report.  Mr. Heaton stated this area concerns 
the level of byproducts of chlorine turning to organics.  Mr. Heaton stated that the new 
Water Treatment Plant, once online, will remedy this situation.  Mr. Heaton stated that 
the State is aware of the situation.    

 
Trash Pickup – Councilwoman Castiglione thanked Public Works for assisting with 
picking up trash alongside roads. 

 
Police Report – Councilwoman Castiglione asked Police Chief Freeman to explain the 
Care Track Test.  Police Chief Freeman stated that anyone that has dementia or 
Alzheimer’s can request a piece of equipment to track them in case they wander off to 
assist the Police Department in locating them.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that this 
was a good program.  Councilwoman Castiglione asked Police Chief Freeman to explain 
the various assists on the mountain.  Police Chief Freeman stated that a lot of what is 
reflected on the report are calls to assist Banner Elk with DWI’s, firearms, etc.  It falls 
under mutual aid. 

 
Life Saving Award – Mayor Miller congratulated Police Officer Tyler Jones for his good 
work.    
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 Mayor Miller stated that Council would take a short break at 5:01 p.m. 
 
XII. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Matters – At 

5:08 p.m., Vice Mayor Piquet moved to enter closed session pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of discussing attorney-client matters, including the 
Solars vs. Town of Beech Mountain, Genesis Vs. Town of Beech Mountain, and Frank 
Steele vs. Town of Beech Mountain.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Castiglione and passed unanimously.  Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Piquet, seconded by 
Councilman Sauer, the Council voted unanimously to exit closed session at 5:13 p.m. 

 
XIII. Other Business 
 

Coffee with a Cop – Council requested Manager Evans to provide an update on the 
Coffee with a Cop Program at Councils next regularly scheduled meeting.    

 
XIV. Adjourn – At 5:14 p.m., Vice-Mayor Piquet moved to adjourn, which was seconded by 

Councilwoman Castiglione.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes approved by Town Council on May 10, 2016. 

 
 
                         
                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, MMC 
Town Clerk  
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