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MINUTES 
BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting – January 12, 2016 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER    
 
Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller called the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain Town Council to order 
at 4:01 p.m., Tuesday, January 12, 2016 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council 
Members present were Paul Piquet, Rick Owen, Wendel Sauer, and Renee Castiglione.  Town 
Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members present included Town Manager Ed 
Evans; Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance Officer  Steve Smith, Tax Collections 
Administrator Rebecca Ward, Town Planner James Scott, Public Works Director Riley Hatch, 
Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Fire Chief Robert Pudney, Police Chief Shawn Freeman, 
Director of Tourism and Economic Development Kate Gavenus, and Parks and Recreation 
Director Sean Royall.  
 
II. Invocation – Bob Carpenter presented the invocation. 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Mayor Miller stated that the agenda would stand as presented.   
 
V.  Approval of Minutes  
 

a. December 8, 2015 – Regular Meeting – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 
December 8, 2015 regular meeting minutes as amended.  Councilman Sauer seconded 
the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
 

b. December 8, 2015 – Closed Session – Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 
December 8, 2015 closed session meeting minutes as amended.  Councilman Sauer 
seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously. 

 
VI. Public Hearing 
 

a. Public Hearing for Proposed Special Event Ordinance Amendments – Vice Mayor 
Piquet motioned to open the public hearing.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the 
motion, the vote passed unanimously.  Town Planner James Scott stated that this 
proposed ordinance amendment received considerable public feedback several 
months ago.  Since then staff, the Planning Board, and the public have discussed the 
proposed ordinance before Council.  Mr. Scott stated that the proposed language now 
has objectives that the Police Department, Planning Department, and Fire Department 
wished to see while including the publics input.  Mr. Scott stated that adoption of the 
proposed amendments will lead to better and more successful event planning.  
Hearing no public comment.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to close the public 
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hearing.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion, the vote passed 
unanimously. 

 
VII.  Public Comment – there was no public comment. 
 
VIII.  New Business  
 

a. Water Plant Replacement Project Update – Dale Schepers, Construction 
Administrator for West Consultants, provided a contract summary update for the 
Water Plant Replacement Project, stating that January 12, 2016 is day 137 (one 
hundred thirty-seven) of five hundred ten contract days and that the project was at 
twenty-seven percent completion.  Mr. Schepers reported that work progress is on 
schedule and the quality of work is acceptable.  Work completed to date includes site 
excavation in preparation of building foundation, installation of underground piping 
systems and installation of underground electrical systems.  Foundation excavation is 
approximately ninety percent complete.  Underground piping is approximately 
eighty-five percent complete.  Underground electric is approximately twenty-five 
percent complete.  Footing installation is approximately forty-eight percent complete.  
The next monthly construction progress meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2016 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Buckeye Lake Recreation Center.  Councilman Sauer asked if the 
United States Department of Agriculture had been notified of the canceled meeting.  
Mr. Schepers stated yes.  Mayor Miller asked if the construction schedule was a little 
ahead.  Mr. Schepers stated that some items on the project schedule have been done 
in advance but that he would not reach out so far as to say that the project was ahead 
of schedule.  Councilwoman Castiglione asked what the completion date was 
scheduled for.  Mr. Schepers stated that the project completion date was scheduled for 
March 2017.   

 
b. Utility Project Overview – Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton stated that there is 

a Water and Sewer Study that is available online for the public to peruse.  Mr. Heaton 
complemented those that the Town had working on site on the Water Treatment Plant 
Replacement Project to include; Dale Schepers, Construction Administrator for West 
Consultants, Jeff McKinney with T&B Construction, Daniel Davis Chief Treatment 
Plant Operator, Benjie Thomas P.E. of West Consultant, and all of the staff at T&B 
Construction, West Consultants, and Beech Mountain’s Utility Department.  Mr. 
Heaton stated that the Water Plant Replacement Project is on schedule.  Mr. Heaton 
stated that all utility service water providers are under a State mandate to achieve new 
Ammonia Nitrogen levels.  Mr. Heaton stated that one of the projects the Utility 
Department is working on is a Wastewater Plant Ammonia Nitrogen (Nh3-N) 
upgrade.  The design, by West Consultants, and drawings are complete with estimates 
ongoing. The project should be completed this summer, 2016.  Mr. Heaton stated that 
one of the corrective issues recognized in the Town’s utility system is the Spruce 
Hollow to Parkway Transmission Water Line.  To remedy this issue a 14” (fourteen) 
line of pipe will be laid to replace over a mile of existing pipe.  In addition, all of the 
taps and hydrants will be replaced with this project.   The design work is by Engineer 
Marion Rothrock.  The plans are complete and specifications are approximately 
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eighty percent complete.  This should be ready for submittal to North Carolina Public 
Water Supply Section this winter and bid the following spring.  Mr. Heaton provided 
Council with an update on the Watauga River Water Intake Project. Town staff and 
engineers met with North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, and United States Army Corps of Engineers in November 2015. 
The Town has made application for “Change in Minimum Release” from lake with 
the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality. Once this issue is resolved 
the Town will apply for permits from United States Army Corps of Engineers and 
Tennessee Valley Authority.  Councilwoman Castiglione asked what Mr. Heaton felt 
like the odds were of the Town having the intake approved.  Mr. Heaton stated that he 
believes the chances are good.  Mr. Heaton stated that during this process the State is 
going to determine the number for the Town to achieve.  Mr. Heaton stated that water 
is going to be the next oil.  Once you have what you have it will probably be difficult 
in the future to request more.  Currently the Town does not have the supply to do 
what the Town needs to do for the future of the Town.  Councilwoman Castiglione 
asked where the connection point to the river was.  Mr. Heaton stated that the 
connection point was directly below where the old River View Restaurant had stood 
and that the Town has a lease agreement in place.  Councilwoman Castiglione 
questioned the distance.  Mr. Heaton stated that the distance is approximately 6.3 
miles from the intake.  Mr. Heaton informed Council about the water line 
replacement Spring Branch/ Overbrook section. This is a 5 (five) segment project that 
would replace the existing 2” (inch) waterline, replace all service taps,  and add fire 
hydrants.  Funding this project will be a part of upcoming budget.  Councilwoman 
Castiglione asked how long a segment was, noting that there were 5 (five) segments.  
Mr. Heaton stated that each segment varies in size.  Councilman Sauer asked if the 
water line was being replaced.  Mr. Heaton confirmed yes stating that all of the 2” 
(inch) line was being replaced with 6” (inch) lines.  Mr. Heaton informed Council that 
there is a product that is a PVC aluminum composite pipe that the Town has been 
using for approximately a year.  It is made to pull through pipe to correct piping 
issues that are causing leaks.  There are 5 (five) hydrants that staff is going to try to 
put in.  These hydrants are 3 (three) times more powerful.  Mr. Heaton informed 
Council that the Water Intake Project will be a long ongoing project.  Mr. Heaton 
discussed a recent leak that staff had taken care of correcting.  Mr. Heaton reviewed 
the notification system that goes out to the community in certain situations when staff 
is working on correcting issues.  Councilman Sauer asked if notification systems had 
been updated.  Manager Evans stated yes, when a reverse 911 goes out staff and 
Council will be notified through email of the exact language that was used in the 
reverse 911.  Mayor Miller stated his thanks to the staff who worked long hours to 
assist with the leak and returned to work the next day.      
 

c. Request Public Hearing for Proposed Sign Ordinance Amendments – Town 
Planner James Scott stated that this proposed ordinance was before Council due to a 
ruling the U.S. Supreme Court issued.  The Courts finding was essentially that if the 
sign has to be read to determine what sign ordinance was going to be applicable then 
this was determined to be illegal and unlawful.  This ruling spoke specifically to rules 
that were being used to determine what criteria a sign must meet due to the content or 
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the message of the sign.  Mr. Scott stated that the current sign ordinance that the 
Town has in place is invalid.  The Planning Board has tried to create a sign ordinance 
that does the same thing but gets to this point in a different way.  The two criteria that 
this newly proposed ordinance before Council uses are where the sign is located and 
the duration the sign will be erected.  Mr. Scott stated that he believes that the Town 
is cutting edge with this new language.  Mr. Scott stated that he was requesting a 
public hearing next month.  Mr. Scott stated that there was a section of the proposed 
ordinance before Council that discusses prohibited signs in the right of way that needs 
to be modified to exempt those permissible signs as defined later in the proposed 
language.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that she had held a discussion with 
James Scott about obscenities and how the Town would deal with this type of 
signage.  Mr. Scott stated that the Town’s ordinance does prohibit obscenities.  Mr. 
Scott stated that if there is strong enough compelling public input then the Town may 
have an exclusion to content.  Mr. Scott stated that he believed that signage having 
obscenities meets this criteria.  Attorney Eggers stated that the Supreme Court created 
a framework on how entities were permitted to set the criteria.  There has to be a 
compelling reason to have criteria to regulate only this part that says we can focus in 
on this criteria.  Historically, political speech has been a compelling reason.  The 
Supreme Court’s ruling permits entities to regulate time, place, and manner.  
Historically commercial speech could be regulated.  In Reed vs. Town of Gilbert the 
Supreme Court states that the only thing that can be used as criteria measurements are 
time, place, and manner.  In the past the Supreme Court has ruled that obscenity is not 
protected speech.  There is not a case since the Town vs. Gilbert case that addresses 
this issue.  Mayor Miller asked if there was anything about construction signs.  
Attorney Eggers stated that the language cannot speak to specific types of signage 
such as construction signs.  Mr. Scott stated that construction signs would fall under 
semi-temporary signs.  Semi-temporary signs are up to a year in duration, up to 2’ 
(feet) in size, and 1 (one) per property.  Manager Evans stated that this change by the 
court has required Town’s all over the United States to make a change.  Manager 
Evans congratulated Mr. Scott and the Planning Board.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned 
to approve staff scheduling a public hearing for Councils next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion.  Mayor Miller called the 
vote to schedule the public hearing for Councils next regularly scheduled meeting, the 
vote passed unanimously.   

 
d. Arbor Day Proclamation – Town Planner James Scott stated that the Town is 

currently recognized as a Tree City USA.  The Town recognizes the vital importance 
of sustaining healthy trees in the community as well as the enhanced property value 
that comes from such recognition.  There has been a change in the procedure for 
becoming a Tree City USA in that the Arbor Day Foundation now wants the Town to 
pass the proclamation every year.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the Arbor 
Day Proclamation for 2015.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion.  Councilwoman 
Castiglione stated that it is awesome that the Town does tree planting on Arbor Day.  
Councilwoman Castiglione stated that with the Beech Tree Blight the Town could 
lose a lot of trees.  Councilwoman Castiglione encouraged individuals to plant trees.  
Mayor Miller called the vote, the vote passed unanimously.  The ‘Arbor Day 
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Proclamation’ is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference as if fully set 
out within these minutes.         
 

e. Upper Charter Hills One Way – Town Planner James Scott stated that the upper 
section of Charter Hills Road is a one way street from approximately the Summit 
neighborhood to where the street closes on itself.  Several years ago the street was 
painted with double yellow lines.  The things that support making it a two way road 
are that if you follow the traffic pattern this leads to a steep area near the end.  The 
Police Department has reported that there have been incidents in this area.  Mr. Scott 
stated that the road is narrow in areas and does not have the best shoulder all of the 
way around.  Mr. Scott stated that his opinion was to do it as a two way road and 
avoid the steep part of the road during inclement weather.  Mr. Scott asked for 
Councils input.  Mayor Miller asked if this would impact Public Works.  Public 
Works Director Riley Hatch stated that it does not have the best shoulders all of the 
way around.  A lot of the driveways are put in a way that they more naturally want 
the vehicle to go a certain way.  Mr. Hatch stated that there is a steep part of the road 
but that he does believe that the individuals that may want to go the other way may 
not due to the directional flow of their driveway.   Mr. Scott stated that it came down 
to practicality and convenience.  The Town needs to make a stance to enforce the one 
way portion of the road or change it to a two way.  Fire Chief Bob Pudney stated that 
the Fire Department uses it as a two way road.  Police Chief Shawn Freeman stated 
that he felt that it would be better to open it up as a two way or some sort of 
enforcement will need to be done.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the road 
being a two way road with staff presenting a review of the road in 6 (six) months.  
Councilman Sauer seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Ordinance 
2016-01 ‘An Ordinance to Amend the Traffic Schedule in Beech Mountain’ is 
attached as Exhibit B and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 
minutes.         
 

f. Audit Contract – Finance Officer Steve Smith stated that Misty Watson is interested 
in doing the audit and that she has performed the Town’s audit the previous two years 
and that he had a good working relationship with Mrs. Watson.  Vice Mayor Piquet 
motioned to approve the Audit Contract.  Councilman Sauer seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously.   
 

g. BB&T Resolution Authorizing Signatories – Finance Officer Steve Smith stated that 
staff needed to make a further request that Steve Smith and Ed Evans be added as 
signatories along with E. ‘Rick’ Miller and Paul Piquet to BB&T’s accounts.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet motioned to approve Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Vice Mayor Paul Piquet, 
Finance Officer Steve Smith, and Manager Ed Evans as authorized signatories for the 
Town’s accounts with BB&T.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously.   
 

h. Request for Tax Release – Tax Administrator Rebecca Ward stated that Council had 
a request before them for releases and refunds.  Most of the releases were due to 
Avery County improperly identifying properties in town that were not in town.  Town 
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Planner James Scott had verified that these properties were not in town.  Some of the 
individuals had already paid their taxes which is why Council also had refund 
requests in front of them.  Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the 5 (five) 
releases and 4 (four) presented to Council.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the 
motion and the vote passed unanimously.   
 

i. Planning Board Appointment – Mayor Miller stated that there was one Planning 
Board Member whose term was expiring.  Mayor Miller opened the floor for 
nominations.  Vice Mayor Piquet nominated Andy Porter.  Councilman Sauer 
seconded the motion.  Councilwoman Castiglione stated that she is reviewing all of 
these boards, stating that we are so lucky to have individuals that want to serve.  
Councilwoman Castiglione wonders if the Council needs to encourage a way to get 
people onto boards.  She brought this forth for consideration due to so many boards 
having individuals seeking reappointments and letting new individuals who wished to 
serve provide that opportunity.  This may lead to not having volunteers in the future.  
There needs to be a better system in place for people to serve.  Mayor Miller stated 
that Council will have retreats coming up for Council and that this is a topic that the 
Council could address at this time.  Hearing no more nominations and discussion 
Mayor Miller called for the vote for Andy Porter.  The Council unanimously voted in 
favor of appointing Andy Porter to the Planning Board.     
 

j. Board of Adjustment Appointments – Mayor Miller stated that there were two 
positions on the Board of Adjustment and three positions for the Board of Adjustment 
Alternates which needed to have appointments made.  Mayor Miller opened the floor 
for nominations.  Vice Mayor Piquet nominated Bill Hagna and Alan Holcombe to 
the Board of Adjustment and nominated to the Board of Adjustment Alternates 
Therese Barry as 1st alternate, Barry Kauffman as 2nd alternate, and moving Marge 
Bailey to 3rd alternate.  Councilwoman Castiglione seconded the nominations.  
Hearing no more nominations Mayor Miller called for the vote, the vote carried 
unanimously.   
 

k. Tourism Development Authority Appointments – Mayor Miller stated that there were 
three positions on the Tourism Development Authority board which needed to have 
appointments made.  Mayor Miller opened the floor for nominations.  Vice Mayor 
Piquet nominated Brian Barnes, Calder Smoot, and Carl Marquardt and nominated 
Brian Barnes to the Chairperson position of the Board.  Councilwoman Castiglione 
seconded the nominations.  Hearing no more nominations Mayor Miller called the 
vote, the vote passed unanimously.  Vice Mayor Paul Piquet nominated Judy Decker 
to be appointed as the Vice Chairperson to the Board.  Councilwoman Castiglione 
seconded the nomination.  Hearing no more nominations Mayor Miller called for the 
vote, the vote passed unanimously.   

 
l. Recreation Committee Appointments – Vice Mayor Piquet stated that he would like 

to have this decision tabled to the next meeting.  There was group consensus amongst 
the Council.  Mayor Miller stated these appointments would be tabled to Councils 
next regularly scheduled meeting.  Mayor Miller stated that the Town Code stated 
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that the Parks and Recreation Committee is to act in an advisory capacity to the Town 
Council for all town recreational activities.   
 

m. Tree Board Appointments – Mayor Miller stated that there were three positions on 
the Tree Board which needed to have appointments made.  Councilwoman 
Castiglione stated that unfortunately the Council is unable to make nominations for 
the third position on the Tree Board that was up for appointment.  Councilwoman 
Castiglione encouraged the community to get involved with the Tree Board.  
Councilwoman Castiglione nominated herself, Renee Castiglione, and Tony Hunter 
to be appointed to the tree board.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the nominations.  
Hearing no more nominations Mayor Miller called for the vote, the vote passed 
unanimously.   

 
IX. Old Business 
 

a. Vote on Proposed Special Event Ordinance Amendments – Mayor Miller asked if 
there was any Council discussion.  Hearing none Mayor Miller entertained a motion.  
Councilman Sauer motioned to adopt the special event ordinance.  Vice Mayor 
Piquet seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously.   Ordinance 2016-02, 
Resolution No. 2016-01 ‘An Ordinance and Resolution to Provide for the Regulation 
of Special Events, Parades, and Street Events within the Town of Beech Mountain’ is 
attached as Exhibit C and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these 
minutes.         

 
X. Town Manager, Staff Reports, and Council Concerns 
 

Relocation of Generator at Buckeye Recreation Center – Manager Evans stated that a 
carbon monoxide issue was discovered with the old location of the generator at Buckeye 
Recreation Center.  Since the issue was discovered staff has remedied the situation.  
Manager Evans stated that the new location for the generator has worked out great.  
Manager Evans thanked staff for their good work on this project.  Manager Evans stated 
that fencing would be placed around this new site location in the spring.   
 
Update on North Carolina Appalachian Rural Commission Grant – Manager Evans 
stated that the Town has heard no further news from the State concerning the 
Appalachian Rural Commission Grant monies for the proposed paving project.  
 
Recycling Center Security Update – Manager Evans asked Public Works Director Riley 
Hatch how the signage for dumping at the Recycling Center was working.  Mr. Hatch 
reported that the system seems to be working well.  
 
Occupancy Tax Change – Manager Evans stated that he has reviewed various forms that 
the Town has in place.  One such form was the Occupancy Tax Form.  There was a line 
on the Occupancy Tax Form that permitted the payers to keep a portion of the Occupancy 
Tax that they were statutorily required to pay the Town.  Both the University of North 
Carolina Chapel Hill School of Government and the Town’s Attorney, Stacy Eggers IV. 
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stated that this is illegal.  Manager Evans stated that staff is going to create a new form, 
sending this form out to payers to begin to use.  Attorney Eggers stated that this may have 
come into play when there was a General Statute that permitted this discount that has 
since been repealed.   
 
S-10 Replacement Supplement and S-11 Supplement – Manager Evans stated the S-10 
Replacement Supplement is a correction by American Legal to change the title for the 
Town’s amended burning ordinance to remove the word ‘open’.  This was an oversight 
on American Legal’s part.  The S-11 Supplement represents the codification of the body 
of legislation approved by the Council through August 11, 2015.   
 
Essentials of Municipal Government in Hickory – Manager Evans stated that Council, 
himself, and Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick attended this two day course.  Manager 
Evans felt that this course had been beneficial to all in attendance.   

 
Staff Reports – Councilman Sauer stated that he had recommendations for the removal 
and addition of information to the various staff reports.  Councilman Sauer recommended 
that this topic be revisited during Councils retreat.     

 
Billboard Advertisements – Mayor Miller stated that the Town’s digital billboard in 
Atlanta and static billboard in Charlotte were excellent.  Director of Tourism and 
Economic Development, Kate Gavenous, stated that the digital billboard in Atlanta now 
states that it is snowing in Beech Mountain and can be changed as the weather on the 
mountain changes.  Mrs. Gavenous stated that the static billboard on I-77 is doing very 
well and is up for an award.   
 

XI. Town Council Comments 
 

Mayor and Vice Mayor Nomination Process – Councilwoman Castiglione stated that 
she has been contacted numerous times about how the nomination process took place at 
the December meeting.  Councilwoman Castiglione requested an explanation.  Attorney 
Eggers stated that in discussing how to do the nominations he had recommended the 
procedure that Council used in December.  Attorney Eggers stated that this was the same 
procedure that the County Commissioners of Watauga have used.  Attorney Eggers stated 
that this procedure permitted the vote to be recorded in public while also keeping Council 
from being locked up like Avery County had the following week.  Attorney Eggers 
apologized for the lack of advanced notice for the change in handling this procedure.  
Councilwoman Castiglione stated that a discussion period was not provided.  Attorney 
Eggers stated that he should have called for discussion and deliberation and apologized 
for not doing so.  Councilwoman Castiglione thanked Attorney Eggers for his response.   

 
Beech MountainEar – Councilwoman Castiglione requested a clarification in the 
Town’s newsletter concerning the article that had been written about Councils selection 
of Mayor and Vice Mayor.  Councilwoman Castiglione asked that the clarification ensure 
that the reader could not read into the vote being unanimous when the vote was split.  
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Employee Benefit Study – Councilman Sauer stated that the Town needs to have a full 
study of the employee benefits before Council can begin making decisions.  Councilman 
Sauer stated that this study should include an explanation of which benefits are mandated 
by the State and which are voluntary.  Councilman Sauer stated that the 401k employer 
contribution is mandated for Police Officers but not for other employees.  Councilman 
Sauer stated that he would like to see the 401k benefit changed so that general employees 
would not automatically receive this benefit, those employees that were already here 
would be grandfathered in.     

 
Reduction in Departments – Councilman Sauer stated that during the budget process he 
wanted to see a ten (10) percent reduction presented within each department. 

 
Cost of Living Adjustment – Councilman Sauer stated that every year the Cost of Living 
Adjustment is discussed.  Councilman Sauer suggested staff use Social Security’s Cost of 
Living Adjustment for their final number.  This number would then already be an 
established fixed number during the budget process.  Councilman Sauer stated that 
Manager Evans disagreed with him.  Councilman Sauer stated that he would like 
Manager Evans to present what he would want to tie the Cost of Living Adjustment to 
each year, so that the same entity was being used.  

 
Merit Program – Councilman Sauer also wanted to see a Merit Program put in place for 
staff.  Councilman Sauer stated that a Merit Program would benefit some employees 
while some employees would receive nothing from the program.   

 
Condemnation, Pre-Condemnation & Repair Properties – Mayor Miller stated that 
Council had the Condemnation, Pre-Condemnation & Repair Properties list before them.  
Manager Evans stated that this is a very thorough, complete document.  Manager Evans 
recognized Building Inspector John Merritt’s good work.   
 

 The Council took a recess at 5:30 p.m. 
 
XII. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Matters; NC GS 

143-318.11(a)(5) Potential Property Acquisition – At 5:39 p.m., Councilman Sauer 
moved to enter closed session pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the 
purpose of discussing attorney-client matters, including the Town of Beech Mountain vs. 
Solars and Genesis Wildlife vs. Town of Beech Mountain; N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 
(a)(5) Potential Property Acquisition.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Castiglione and passed unanimously.  Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Piquet, seconded by 
Councilwoman Castiglione, the Council voted unanimously to exit closed session at 5:58 
p.m. 

 
XIII. Other Business 
 

Ski Beech Lift – Fire Chief Bob Pudney informed Council that one of the lifts at Beech 
Mountain Resort had stopped.  Beech Mountain Ski Resort was removing people by 
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ropes.  A sixty-four year old man either jumped or fell off the lift.  He is in critical 
condition and on his way to the hospital.   

 
XIV. Adjourn – At 6:00 p.m., Vice-Mayor Piquet moved to adjourn, which was seconded by 

Councilman Sauer.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes approved by Town Council on February 9, 2016. 

 
 
                         
                  E. ‘Rick’ Miller, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, CMC 
Town Clerk  
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