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MINUTES 

BEECH MOUNTAIN TOWN COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting – August 11, 2015 

Reconvened – August 18, 2015, August 25, 2015, and September 1, 2015 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER    
 
Mayor Owen called the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain Town Council to order at  
4:04 p.m., Tuesday August 11, 2015 in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  Other Council 
Members present were Paul Piquet, Alan Holcombe, and E. ‘Rick’ Miller.  Councilwoman Cindy 
Keller was not present.  Town Attorney Stacy C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members 
present were Interim Town Manager James Scott; Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, Finance 
Officer Steve Smith, Tax Collections Administrator Rebecca Ward, Public Works Director Riley 
Hatch, Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton, Fire Chief Robert Pudney, Police Chief Shawn 
Freeman, Director of Tourism and Economic Development Kate Gavenus, Finance Officer Steve 
Smith, and Parks and Recreation Director Sean Royall.   
 
II. Invocation – Dewey ‘Cyclone’ Brett presented the invocation. 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – All present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
Note: Councilwoman Cindy Keller arrived at the meeting at 4:07 p.m.   
 
IV. Adoption of Agenda – Mayor Owen stated that the agenda would stand as presented.  

 
V. Public Hearing  
 

Public Hearing on Solid Waste Management Regulations – Vice Mayor Piquet 
motioned to open the public hearing.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and 
the vote passed unanimously.  Interim Manager James Scott stated that the current 
situation with waste management has staff taking pictures of the debris with staff then 
writing the homeowner about the occurrence and asking them to take care of the mess.  
There is an issue with the amount of time that lapses and the issue being corrected.  The 
measure that staff is asking to put into place is not punitive in nature but has been 
constructed to reimburse the Town for the cost of taking care of the mess.  This would 
provide for an opportunity for staff to correct these issues quicker.  In addition it is 
recommended that the fee structure be removed from the code book and housed in the 
corresponding department.  Wendel Sauer, of 203 Pinnacle Ridge Road, questioned the 
fees.  Interim Manager Scott stated that there was a recommended $30 for a cleanup 
unless the cleanup took longer than a half an hour.  The increased cost was $60 an hour.  
Gloria Alge, of 136 Grassy Gap Loop, lived by a rental house that chronically had this 
issue. Who would assume this cost? Interim Manager Scott stated that the homeowner 
would assume this cost.  Dava Carson, of 102 Ladybug Lane, questioned what happens 
when property owners have neighbors who use their garbage receptacle.  If there was a 
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mess then this would not be their debris.  Interim Manager Scott recommended a lock on 
the can until they return.     
 
Jan Brooks of 317 N. Pinnacle Ridge Road questioned what the appeal process would be? 
Attorney Eggers advised that appeals can be taken up in front of the Town’s Board of 
Adjustment.  It was noted that there is a fee with associated with the Board of Adjustment 
process.  Interim Manager Scott clarified that this fee is refundable if they win.   
 
Hearing no more public comment Vice Mayor Piquet motioned to close the public 
hearing. Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously. 

 
VI. Public Comment 
 

Urs Gsteiger, of 115 West Shamrock Lane stated that three members of the Council has 
acted poorly and disregarded the needs of the Town with the removal of the Town 
Manager.  Mr. Gsteiger requested that the Council establish a citizens committee to 
evaluate and assist in hiring the next Town Manager.  The establishment of such a 
committee will assure the community that the Council would not be hiring a ‘yes’ man.  
This is one way that this Council could start to fix it’s relationship with the community. 

  
Wendal Sauer, of 203 Pinnacle Ridge Road, questioned the way the Parks and Recreation 
Director position hiring was completed.  Mr. Sauer wanted to know what the process was 
of making the final selection.  How many applied for the job, how many were 
interviewed, and who made the final selection. 

 
Dava Carson, of 102 Ladybug Lane, stated that Northridge Road and Beech Mountain 
Parkway was a dangerous intersection and that the Town needed to do something to 
improve it.  Mrs. Carson stated that she had spoken with Public Works Director Riley 
Hatch and that Mr. Hatch had recommended that this issue be addressed to with Council.  
Mrs. Carson stated that a second area of concern was the lack of striping on the roads by 
the North Carolina Department of Transportation and would like to know when striping 
is going to happen.  Mr. Hatch stated that Kevin Whittington, Watauga County 
Maintenance Engineer, stated that Maymead is not going to pave the portion of the Beech 
Mountain Parkway this fall and that this project was being pushed back to the spring.  
There is a possibility that now this striping will take place.  Interim Manager Scott stated 
that the State thought that a resurfacing project was taking place in Avery County.  Mrs. 
Carson stated that striping should not have to be a fight every year.   

 
Bert Hewitt, of 300 N. Pinnacle Ridge, stated that there were two employees that had 
recently left the Town and that he had thought each of these employees had done a great 
job.   

 
VII.  New Business  
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a. Water Plant Project Update – Public Utilities Director Robert Heaton presented the 
water update report from West Consultants.  Mr. Heaton noted that the project was 
awarded to Frizzell Construction of Bristol, Tennessee at the July meeting, contingent 
on all financing being secured.  Frizzell’s subcontractor, T&B Contactors, has 
indicated they plan to begin the new water plant structure this fall.  The estimated 
schedule is as follows: 
 August 4, 2015 – Local Government Commission approves financing based on 

actual bids 
 August 11, 2015 – Town Council adopts Bond Order and Note Resolution. 
 Later that week, close the financing. 
 August 18, 2015 – Notice of Award to Contractor 
 September 8, 2015 – Notice to Proceed 
 March 2017 – Substantial Completion 
   

b. Resolution No. 2015-08:  United States Department of Agriculture Water and 
Sewer Revenue Bond Order – Mayor Owen asked Interim Manager Scott to present 
information on the bond order before Council.  Interim Manager Scott presented 
information on the United States Department of Agriculture Water and Sewer 
Revenue Bond Order and the Water and Sewer Revenue Bond Anticipation Note to 
Council.  Attorney Eggers stated that the interest rate is 1.07% and that the bank 
being awarded was First Citizens.  The Water and Sewer system itself stands as 
collateral for these bonds, unlike general obligation bonds.  Councilman Holcombe 
motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-08.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the 
motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Resolution No. 2015-08 is attached as 
Exhibit A and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.       
 

c. Resolution No. 2015-09:  Water and Sewer Revenue Bond Anticipation Note –  
Councilman Holcombe motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-09.  Vice Mayor 
Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  Resolution No. 2015-
09 is attached as Exhibit B and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within 
these minutes.  Mayor Owen thanked everyone that was involved with getting the 
Town to this point from staff to the Water Committee. 
 

d. Artwork on the Mountain – Interim Manager James Scott stated that Suzie Knepka is 
proposing the placement of life sized metal replicas of a hiker (the greenway trail) 
and a child catching a fish (Lake Coffey).  Mr. Scott stated that Mrs. Knepka has 
made application through the Tourism Development Authority for funding.  Mayor 
Owen invited Mrs. Knepka into the conversation.  Mrs. Knepka stated that there are 
six actual designs.  They all represent activities on the mountain.  The idea is to carry 
art theme through to Buckeye Recreation Center.  Councilwoman Keller asked if 
these art pieces were flat.  Mrs. Knepka confirmed they were flat.  Councilman Miller 
motioned to approve these two sculptures.   Councilman Holcombe seconded the 
motion.  Vice Mayor Piquet asked for clarification that this approval was only for the 
two images before Council.  Councilman Miller confirmed yes.  Mayor Owen called 
for the vote and the motion passed unanimously.  Mrs. Knepka stated that it would be 
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easier and would assist with closing the loop if all six pieces could be ordered 
simultaneously.  The other forms and location were as follows: deer with little girl 
(Perry Park), canoer (Buckeye Lake), large golf ball with golfer inside (at the 
entrance to the Golf Course with the Clubs permission), and a skier (entrance of Ski 
Resort where the flagpole is located).  Mayor Owen asked about the timeframe was 
having these made.  Mrs. Knepka stated that the individual she was working with was 
out of Greensboro and could have them all completed within 5 weeks.  Councilman 
Miller motioned to approve all 6 of the images.  Councilman Holcombe seconded the 
motion.  Attorney Eggers stated that the art would have to be placed on public 
property and if the property was not public property then a written easement 
agreement would have to be provided by the property owners.  Mayor Owen asked if 
the motion could be modified to approve 5 locations, minus the resort, with the 
additional images that were approved being the girl with the deer, the hiker and the 
fisherman image.  Councilman Miller amended his motion to reflect Mayor Owen’s 
recommended modifications.  Councilman Holcombe seconded Councilman Miller’s 
motion with the vote passing unanimously.   

 
VIII. Old Business 
 

a. Vote on Solid Waste Management Regulations – Mayor Owen stated that there is a 
special collection fee of $30 per half hour and another of $60 per hour.  Council 
asked staff if both of these charges being charged together.  Public Works Director 
Riley Hatch stated that it was his belief that this system would work best.  
Councilman Holcombe questioned just charging for the time that staff was picking up 
the garbage but not the use of the vehicle.   Councilwoman Keller asked about the 
emergency numbers of homeowners that were housed with the Police Department and 
asked if staff could take care of collecting these numbers and email addresses.  
Councilwoman Keller stated that utility billing needs to put a notice out that this type 
of fee is coming.  Council asked for clarification from staff on the intent to put the 
cost for this clean up service on the utility bill.  Mr. Hatch stated that the initial 
charge will show up on the utility bill.  Attorney Eggers stated that the fees need to be 
in line with the actual costs.  Mayor Owen stated that with the fee schedule coming 
out of the code book the Town can amend the fee schedule when necessary.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet motioned to approve the recommended proposed ordinance with the 
effective date being November 1, 2015 so that the public can be notified.  
Councilman Holcombe seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.  
Ordinance No. 2015-06 is attached as Exhibit C and incorporated by reference as if 
fully set out within these minutes.       
 

IX. Town Manager, Staff Reports, and Council Concerns  
 

Stop Sign on Beech Mountain Parkway – Interim Manager James Scott stated that 
Randy Steskal, of the North Carolina Department of Transportation, came up to assist 
with providing guidance regarding the traffic pattern and stop sign issue at the  
intersection of Pine Ridge Road and the Beech Mountain Parkway.  Interim Manager 
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Scott distributed illustrations of four options to assist with the use of this intersection.  It 
was noted that Police Chief Shawn Freeman and Public Works Director Riley Hatch were 
at the meeting as well.  The best idea is to move the stop bar forward approximately 10’ 
(feet).  Councilman Holcombe motioned to implement Option 1 with the current ‘stop 
bar’ being moved forward, curving and extending yellow lines to align traffic more 
perpendicular to Beech mountain Parkway and paint dashed lines to show extension of 
travel lane.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion and the vote passed unanimously.   
 
Avery County Habitat for Humanity Golf Charity – Interim Town Manager James Scott 
stated that the Town had been approached to participate in the Avery County Habitat for 
Humanity Golf Charity event.  The donation was $200.  This is a program that the Town 
has previously participated in. Councilman Holcombe motioned to donate the $200.  Vice 
Mayor Piquet seconded the motion.  Mayor Owen stated that it was not his belief that 
Town money should be used for donations.  Mayor Owen called the vote and the vote 
passed 3-2 with Councilwoman Keller, Vice Mayor Piquet, and Councilman Holcombe 
voting yes and Councilman Miller and Mayor Owen voting nay.   
 
Police Sergeant Appointment – Police Chief Shawn Freeman addressed Council 
informing them of the recent hiring process for the Sergeant position.  Police Chief 
Freeman stated that a committee had been formed, comprised of law enforcement 
individuals, and that applicants had to partake in a written, oral, and report review 
assessment.  George Gary Miller was the applicant who achieved the highest score in the 
process and was awarded the Police Sergeant position.     
 
Police Officer Appointment – Police Chief Shawn Freeman introduced Tyler Jones to 
Council as the Town’s newest Police Officer.  Mr. Jones had served with the Avery 
County Sherriff’s Department.   
 
Town Council Minutes – Councilman Holcombe asked about the lack of finished 
minutes for Councils approval.  Mayor Owen stated that a portion of the regular minutes 
as well as other minutes had been taken on by Attorney Eggers and that these minutes 
were not prepared in time but would be ready for Councils consideration in September’s 
meeting.   
 

 The Council took a recess at 5:20 p.m. 
 
X. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Matters; NC GS 

143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel Matters – At 5:30 p.m., Councilman Holcombe moved to 
enter closed session pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(3) for the purpose of 
discussing attorney-client matters, including The Town of Beech Mountain v. Milligan 
and pursuant to N.C. Gen Stat. §143-318.11 (a)(6) for the purpose of discussing 
personnel matters.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Piquet and passed 
unanimously.  Upon motion by Councilman Holcombe, seconded by Vice Mayor Piquet, 
the Council voted unanimously to exit closed session at 6:31 p.m. 
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XI. Other Business  
 

Committee for Town Manager – Councilwoman Keller asked why there was opposition 
from the Council for allowing a public committee to get involved.  Vice Mayor Piquet 
stated that the Council has the duty to hire and fire.  Councilman Holcombe stated that he 
does not have an issue with the public helping but does not feel like this is something that 
the public should be doing.  Mayor Owen stated that the committee should not be 
narrowing any of this down from the application portion of the process.   

 
XII. Recessed – At 6:36 p.m., Paul Piquet moved to recess this meeting to 5:00 p.m. August 

18, 2015 at Town Hall in the Council Chamber room.  This motion was seconded by 
Councilman Holcombe and passed unanimously. 

 
XIII. Reconvened – Vice Mayor Piquet reconvened the regular meeting of the Beech Mountain 

Town Council at 5:05 p.m., Tuesday August 18, 2015 in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers.  Other Council Members present were Alan Holcombe, and E. ‘Rick’ Miller.  
Councilwoman Cindy Keller and Mayor Rick Owen were not present.  Town Attorney 
Stacy C. Eggers, IV. was present.  Staff members present were Interim Town Manager 
James Scott; Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick, and Finance Officer Steve Smith. 

 
XIV Continuation of Other Business 
 

Resolution Supporting the North Carolina League of Municipalities Advocating the 
General Assembly to Provide Cities with the Authority to Raise Local Revenue – Vice 
Mayor Piquet read aloud the resolution.  The North Carolina League of Municipalities 
had requested each municipality ask their boards to consider approving the League’s 
actions to advocate to strengthen local governing agencies abilities to increase their 
revenues due to the passing and proposition of new legislation that would reduce the 
current revenue stream for municipalities.  Councilman Holcombe motioned to approve 
Resolution No. 2015-10.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion.  Vice Mayor Piquet 
called the vote and the vote passed unanimously.  Council asked that staff send mail this 
to each of the Town’s local representatives.  Resolution No. 2015-10 is attached as 
Exhibit D and incorporated by reference as if fully set out within these minutes.       

 
Request to Open Checking Account with First Citizens Bank – Vice Mayor Piquet 
stated that the request to open this checking account was being made to satisfy one of the 
components of the agreement for the financing of the Water Plant Project.  Councilman 
Holcombe motioned to approve opening a checking account with First Citizens Bank 
with the signers being Finance Officer Steve Smith, Mayor Rick Owen, Vice Mayor 
Piquet.  Vice Mayor Piquet seconded the motion.  Attorney Eggers stated that this was 
closing today.   Vice Mayor Piquet called for the vote and the vote passed unanimously. 
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Potential High Country Council of Government Presentation – Councilman Miller 
stated that he has already spoken with Interim Town Manager James Scott and Town 
Clerk Jennifer Broderick about working on putting a historical presentation together that 
illustrated the growth of Beech Mountain.  Councilman Miller stated that the proposed 
presentation would be presented to the High Country Council of Government monthly 
Region D meeting.  Councilman Holcombe stated that he liked the idea and would like to 
see this idea expanded upon.  Council encouraged staff to move forward using the Town 
Planner, Human Resource Director and Director of Tourism and Economic Development 
to assist.  It was recommended that the allotted time be kept to 15 minutes.   
 
Note: Mayor Rick Owen arrived at the meeting at 5:15 p.m.  

 
Notice – New Litter Policy – Interim Town Manager James Scott stated that Council had 
before them a draft statement that staff had crafted for Councils consideration to be 
inserted in the utility bill.  Council approved the draft to be sent out with the utility 
billing.  
 
Contract with Avery County and the Avery County Fire Commission– Attorney Eggers 
stated that there is a proposed contract with Avery County and the Avery County Fire 
Commission before Council.  This contract is a product of the efforts of Fire Chief Bob 
Pudney, Attorney Eggers and Avery County Attorney Gerald R. McKinney. Attorney 
Eggers informed Council that Avery County has special legislation that makes Avery 
County a single fire district.  Since Beech Mountain now has a municipal Fire 
Department services that would have been completed by Avery County will now be 
completed through the Town.  Avery County will be paying the Town $38,000.  The 
contract also addresses the issue of ownership of equipment, showing that Avery County 
does not have any ownership of any Town vehicles as well as exempting Avery County 
from performing an audit.  The contract also provides that the Town will continue to 
provide mutual aid to other areas if there is a large fire.   Councilman Holcombe 
motioned to approve the contract.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion.  Attorney 
Eggers stated that this formalizes the Town’s obligations to Avery County’s fire district.  
Councilman Miller questioned still having to deal with Avery County with the Town 
having established a municipal fire department.  Attorney Eggers stated that the amount 
that the Avery County fire district collects from the properties in Beech Mountain is 
significantly more than the amount of money that they return back to the Fire 
Department.  Wendal Sauer interjected that this is the same amount of money that the 
Avery County Fire District has been willing to give the Town.  Mr. Sauer believes that 
Watauga County has already started doing this with the Town.  Fred France said it would 
be nice to find a way to have the Avery County Fire District rescind their Fire Tax from 
areas in the Town.  Mayor Owen call for the vote and the vote passed unanimously. 
   

XV. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel Matter – At 5:25 
p.m., Councilman Miller moved to enter closed session pursuant to N.C. Gen Stat. §143-
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318.11 (a)(6) for the purpose of discussing personnel matters.  The motion was seconded 
by Vice Mayor Piquet and passed unanimously.   

 
Note: Interim Town Manager James Scott and Town Clerk Jennifer Broderick were excused 
from closed session at 5:25 p.m.  Attorney Eggers took over the responsibility of recording the 
minutes.   
 

Upon motion by Vice Mayor Piquet, seconded by Councilman Holcombe, the Council 
voted unanimously to exit closed session at 6:13 p.m. 

 
XVI. Other Business  
 

Interim Manager Salary – Councilman Holcombe, seconded by Vice-Mayor Piquet 
moved to increase the salary of Interim Manager Scott to $40.00 per hour during the 
period of his service as Interim Manager for the Town, with this increased rate of pay to 
be retroactive from the date Mr. Scott accepted the position of Interim Manager.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  

 
XVII. Recessed – Upon Motion by Councilman Holcombe, seconded by Vice-Mayor Piquet, 

the Council voted unanimously to recess their meeting until Tuesday, August 25, 2015 at 
5:00 p.m.  The meeting was recessed at 6:16 p.m. 

 
Note: The following minutes for the continuation of the August 11, 2015 meeting on August 25, 
2015 meeting were taken by Town Attorney Eggers.  
 
XVIII. Reconvened – The meeting was reconvened by Mayor Owen at 5:03 p.m. on August 25, 

2015 at Town Hall in the Council Chamber Room.  Present were:  Mayor Rick Owen, 
Vice-Mayor Paul Piquet, Councilman Alan Holcombe, Councilwoman Cindy Keller and 
Councilman Rick Miller.  Not present were Clerk Broderick and Interim Manager Scott, 
having been previously excused.   

 
XIX. Closed Session – Pursuant to NC GS 143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel Matter – Upon 

Motion of Councilman Miller and seconded by Vice-Mayor Piquet, the Board voted 
unanimously to go into Closed Session at 5:04 p.m. for purposes of discussing personnel 
matters pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §143-318.11(a)(6).  Upon Motion of Vice-Mayor 
Piquet and seconded by Councilman Holcombe, the Board voted unanimously to exit 
Closed Session at 8:18 p.m. 

 
XX. Recessed – Upon Motion by Councilman Miller, seconded by Vice-Mayor Piquet, the 

Council voted unanimously to recess their meeting until Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at 
5:00 p.m. at Town Hall in the Council Chamber Room.  The meeting was recessed at 
8:22 p.m. 
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XXI. Reconvened – Councilman Alan Holcombe called the Town Council meeting to order at 
5:00 p.m. September 1, 2015 at Town Hall in the Council Chamber room.  Council 
members Rick Owen, Paul Piquet, E. ‘Rick’ Miller, and Cindy Keller were not present.     

 
XXII. Adjourned – At 5:15 p.m., Councilman Holcombe moved to adjourn the meeting based 

on a quorum not being present.   
 
Minutes approved by Town Council on November 10, 2015. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
__________________________ 
Stacy Eggers, IV. 
 
 
                         
                    Richard H. Owen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Broderick, CMC 
Town Clerk  
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