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Beech Mountain Town Council’s Annual
Budget Retreat

Beech Mountain Town Council conducted their annual Planning Retreat at Town Hall on January 25, 2018 to 
prioritize programs, projects and capital needs both short and long term. Twenty-three identified items
represented high importance.  Of those
identified the top ten included;
1)Infrastructure Identification to create and 
rank shovel ready projects; 2)Pursuing an 
alternate water source through a Watauga 
River intake; 3)Salting and improved
treatment of the roads; 4)Looking at
employee benefits to include 401k and Health 
care to maximize coverage with lower costs; 
5)Exploring alternates to curbside pickup in 
Sanitation and adding a fence at the main site 
to screen from neighboring properties while 
developing better methods of monitoring 
facility use; 6)Façade Grants for local
businesses; 7)Acquisition of land for future
recreation and tourism, 8)911 system
evaluation and how best to provide service, 
9)Conduct Town Hall Meetings to allow 
dialogue with citizens 10)Design and
Construct a new Public Works Facility.  

The 911 Evaluation Committee met late January.  The Committee was comprised of two Council Members, 
the Town Manager, and Department Heads.  Based on data reviewed the Committee reported to the Council 
that under current conditions it is more efficient and to keep the service in house.  Future annual evaluations 
will continue to ensure that this recommendation has not changed.  Residents and businesses have come to 
rely on Police Dispatch not only for emergency services, but also for non-emergency calls, and assistance 
that is viewed as very important.  The potential cost savings did not prove to be sufficient to warrant the 
disruption that the change in providing service would create.

In March, the Town Council approved the engineering firm, West Consultants, for the design, bid and
construction of a new Public Works facility to include; a vehicle wash, relocating the recycling center, an 
outside storage shed, and a salt building.  This will address the needs for Public Works and protection of 
vehicles and equipment for the next fifty years on Beech Mountain.  In the first three months of 2018,
Council has been very busy and will continue to be so working March through June with focus on the Budget 
preparation and adoption process.

From left to right: Vice Mayor Barry Kaufman, Councilman Wendel Sauer
Mayor Renee Castilgione, Councilman Carl Marquardt,

Councilman Weidner Abernethy

Town Hall Meetings

Town Council formalized three Town Hall Meeting 
dates at their regular meeting in March.  The purpose 
of the Town Hall Meeting’s is to open up dialogue with 
the public to discuss challenging issues within the 
Beech Mountain community.  Each meeting will have 
a main topic with ample time for citizens to comment 
on topics and issues that are important to them.  The 
public is encouraged to attend and engage in
discussion.  All meetings will be held at Buckeye 
Recreation Center from 4 to 6 pm.  The dates and 
topics for each meeting are:

Monday, June 25th, 2018 – Infrastructure to explain 
the capital plan and the long term effects on utility 
rates.

Monday, July 23rd, 2018 – Sanitation and the
potential switch to two convenience sites with no 
curbside pickup, but some pickup for handicapped 
persons. 

Monday, October 1st, 2018 – Initiative to pursue a 
fresh water intake on the Watauga River.

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION

Mark your calendars for the Town’s ninth-annual 
Arbor Day/Tree City USA recognition celebration 
event.  Activities will begin at 4:00 P.M. on Friday, 
May 18th at the Beech Mountain Bark Park.  Activities 
will include a ceremonial tree planting and free 
snacks.  For more information, contact Preston Yates 
at: planner@townofbeechmountain.com.  Come 
celebrate with us!
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Mayor - Renee Castiglione

Vice Mayor - Barry Kaufman

Council Member - Weidner Abernethy

Council Member - Carl Marquardt

Council Member - Wendel Sauer

mayor@townofbeechmountain.com

bkaufman@townofbeechmountain.com

wsauer@townofbeechmountain.com

cmarquardt@townofbeechmountain.com

wabernethy@townofbeechmountain.com

Town Council

Town Manager

We are proud to introduce Preston Yates as our new 
Town Planner. Preston is 
originally from Bristol, 
Virginia and spent many 
summer vacations and 
ski seasons in the High 
Country, where he fell in 
love with the mountains.  
After graduating high 
school in Bristol, he 
attended Florida State 
University. Preston 
graduated with a
Bachelor’s in Social Science with
concentrations in Economics and Geography.  After 
graduation, Mr. Yates went to work in local
government Planning in Florida and worked for the 
past twenty years in various Planning and Geographic 
Information System (GIS) roles.  Mr. Yates also holds a 
Master’s degree in Public Administration with a 
concentration in Spatial Analysis from Jacksonville 
State University. The town is excited and looking 
forward to working with Mr. Yates
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Recreation Membership Drive

Looking for a great way to be a pass-holder at 
Buckeye Recreation Center? See below to learn more 
about different offerings you and your family can take 
part in!

January - February:
1 Free PT session with Yearly membership
(renew or new)

March - April:
Renew Online and receive 10% off yearly
membership. 

May - June:
10% off of year membership for NEW members

July - August:
Sign a child up for 1 week of summer camp, receive $5 
off of week pass (individual or family)

September - October:
Refer a friend and receive 1 FREE Personal Training 
Session ($35 value) when they sign up for a yearly 
membership

November - December:
Give the gift of recreation. Buy a friend or family
member a yearly or any-time pass and get %5 off 
purchase price.

Summer Camp Scholarship

Beech Mountain Parks and Recreation is all about 
philanthropy and finding ways to open its arms to our 
surrounding communities. This summer we will offer a 
scholarship program to help children in our area attend 
camp. We are currently working 
with Banner Elk, Newland, and 
Freedom Trail Elementary.  
Give us a call at 
828-387-3003 to see how 
you can be a part of giving a 
kid a summer camp experience 
they’ll never forget!

Summer Offerings:

The town’s Parks and Recreation Department is
committed to providing its residents and visitors the 
best recreational opportunities it can. We always are 
looking for something new to enhance your time on 
Beech Mountain. This summer is no different and back 
again will our free guided hiking tours and back by 
popular demand is our Wildflower hikes. New this year 
will be guided fishing tours. We will continue with a full 
summer of fitness classes, personal training and our 
growing summer camp, which is open for registration! 
Please give us a call today and let us help you
experience all Beech Mountain Parks and Recreation 
has to offer. 

Reorganization of Departments

Over the winter, we have undergone a re-organizing.  
Robert Heaton is now Director of Infrastructure and he 
directs Daniel Davis, who is the new Utilities
Superintendent and Matthew Clawson, who is now the 
Public Work Superintendent. Each of these men have 
certain supervisors in place to keep things flowing.  

Robert Heaton has worked for 
the Town 27 years, first at the 
waste water treatment plant 
then as Public Utilities Director 
before becoming Director of 
Infrastructure. 

Daniel Davis has 18 years of 
time logged with the Town.  He 
came as a waste water
treatment plant operator, moved 
to water treatment plant
operator, then water treatment 
plant supervisor before
becoming the Utilities
Superintendent. 

Matthew Clawson has been an 
employee of the town for 17 
years.  He came to work for the 
Town working on the brush crew 
and after different schools and 
certifications he moved to utility 
taps and line maintenance, then 
became the collection and
distribution supervisor before 
moving into his current position 
as Public Works Supervisor. 

We strive to always keep
improving the services we 
provide the residents and 
visitors of Beech Mountain. 
Robert, Daniel and Matthew can all be reached at (828) 
387-9282 or stop in anytime. 

NEW Winter Road Treatment

This winter shortly after the Mountaineer newsletter 
went out in early January the Town began using salt to 
treat paved roads in town with much success.  It is 
important to note that salt is not the same as calcium 
chloride, or brine.  The Town has always monitored 
concerns with the environmental impact of any
material it uses to protect the environment and water 
supply.  The Town’s salt program was initiated by the 
needs of the community for safer drivable roads.  Prior 
to implementing the program staff reviewed studies 
about the pros and cons of using salt to treat roads, 
reached out to several agencies to discuss their salt 
program, took into account the Town’s natural
conditions, and reviewed studies on the current
material currently used to treat roads, chat.  Studies 
on chat, the common name for the grit, show that this 
material does not naturally biodegrade, which can lead 
to clogged culverts and additional labor costs to clean 
while also posing poor drainage and flooding issues.  
Chat can also accumulates on the under carriage of 
vehicles.

Safety data concerning the number of accidents and 
disabled vehicles on the town’s roads since the
implementation of the salt program show a decrease in 
these statistics.  Fire Chief Bob Pudney and Police 
Chief Tim Barnett have both stated that emergency 
vehicles are able to navigate roadways quicker and 
more safely due to this road maintenance program.  
The town will continue to use the road condition sign 
at the bottom of the Beech Mountain Parkway off Hwy 
184/194.  The sign is illuminated by the Beech
Mountain Police Department when conditions become 
hazardous and vehicles should only travel with 
four-wheel drive, or chains, or both.  This sign is 
turned OFF as soon as the Police Department
determines that vehicles can travel up the mountain 
without this extra equipment to navigate.  

The salt program is one component of a larger town 
wide road maintenance program.  Currently staff treats 
primary roads first (paved roadways) by plowing and 
treating with salt.  Primary roads are also treated in 
curves by a sander distributing grit which is smaller 
than pea gravel but larger than sand.  The grit is not 
always visible on the dirty roadway.  Secondary roads 
are plowed and treated with “chat”, but not salted.  

Public Works Superintendent:
Matthew Clawson

Director of Infrastructure:
Robert Heaton

Utilities Superintendent:
Daniel Davis
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Date
Trail

Beech Creek BogWild Iris

Grassy Gap CreekEmerald Outback
Red Fox

Falls Trail
Lower Pond CreekOverlook & Upper Pond Creek

SassafrasSmoketree
Westerly HillsEmerald Outback

Meeting Place
EMO Base Lot

BRC

BRC
EMO Base lot

BRC
BRC

EMO Base LotEMO Base Lot

BRC
EMO Base Lot

BRC
EMO Base Lot

Guided hikes depart promptly at 9 a.m.   Call (828) 387-3003 or visit beechrecreation.org for more information.

Bring water and wear appropriate footwear.

BEECH

EMO BASE LOT=ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL

BRC=BUCKEYE RECREATION CENTER

 FREE GUIDED HIKES

2018

B E E C H  M O U N T A I N ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

W i l d  F l o w e r  H i k e s

April 12th

April 19th

April 26th

May 3rd

Westerly Hills

Wild Iris

Upper Pond Creek

Emerald Outback

FREE of charge

Meet at Buckeye Recreation Center 

at 10:00am for each hike

8 2 8 - 3 8 7 - 3 0 0 3  •  b e e c h r e c r e a t i o n . o r g

Beech Mountain
Guided Fishing

$25/hr

Call 828-387-3003 for more info and RSVP.

PARKS & RECREATION

Tackle can be provided upon request

*Must make reservations at minimum 24 hrs ahead of time.*
*Must have valid NC Fishing License*

SummerS ummer
20182018
June 18 - July 27

Buckeye Recreation Center

onlyonlyonly
$30

per day

Join Now
For the Best Summer

of Your Life

9am - 3pm
CAMP RUNS DAILY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

Ages 5 - 12

For schedule and more information visit:
www.beechrecreation.org

or call 828-387-3003

$125/week

Call to ask
about our

Junior CounselorLeadership ProgramAges 13-16

PARKS & RECREATION

Beech Mountain, NC

2018

Scholarship 

Beech Mountain plans to fully implement the use of 
the salt program during future snow seasons and 
remains committed to the environment and to the 
safety of our community.

cont’d.
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