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Beech Mountain's Town Council has appointed Tim Holloman as the new Town Manager.  Mr. Holloman officially 
stepped into his role as Town Manager Monday, March 6, 2017.  Mr. Holloman comes to Beech Mountain as a 
seasoned administrator who has worn many hats in the local government sector that includes eleven years as a 
manager.  

Mr. Holloman has communicated to all that "my family and I are very excited 
about the opportunity" to work with the Beech Mountain community.  Mr. Holloman 
states that he is "looking forward to continuing the great work of Council and staff 
to provide the highest levels of service and safety for residents and visitors.
"Earlier career positions Mr. Holloman has held in addition to administrative roles 
include; Building Inspector / Zoning Administrator, Public Works Director, and 
Director of Development Services.  Mr. Holloman also holds multiple certifications 
in these areas as a Certified Inspector, State of North Carolina for Building, 
Mechanical, Plumbing, and Electrical Level III and is a recognized Certified 
Planner by the American Institute of Certified Planners.  Academic achievements 
include a Master of Public Administration from North Carolina State University and 
a Bachelor of Science degree from Barton College.  Notable accolades for Mr. 
Holloman are ‘Outstanding Local Government Manager’, 2012, by the local 
regional council of government and ‘Zoning Enforcement Officer of the Year’, 
1996, North Carolina Association of Zoning Officers.  Mr. Holloman’s local 
government knowledge base and experiences will serve the Town of Beech 
Mountain well.

Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller stated, “Town Council plans on introducing Mr. Holloman to staff Monday, March 6, 2017 
and providing a formal introduction of Mr. Holloman to the Beech Mountain community on Tuesday, March 14, 
2017 at Councils regularly scheduled meeting.” 
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Tim Holloman Named New Town Manager

Town Manager Tim Holloman 
and wife Elizabeth Holloman 

Tenth Anniversary of “A Cool 5 Race”

This year we will be celebrating the 10th anniversary of the “A Cool 
5 Race” and we hope to make it as large as ever. Registration is 
now open at acool5race.itsyourrace.com/register/. This event over 
the years has helped the recreation department fund many projects 
such as playgrounds and our recent kitchen renovation. This year 
we are dedicating the money to trail development and 
improvements across the mountain, this can include bridges, 
re-routes, equipment and many other improvements to our hiking 
and biking system that are used by so many. We are dedicated to 
providing our community a great experience outdoors and our trails 
are in need of several improvements. If you are interested in 
donating and being a sponsor for “A Cool 5 Race” please contact 
Kate Prisco at 828-387-3003.
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Upcoming in Recreation

As spring approaches we are looking into the months 
ahead and whats on the horizon.  April is blooming with 
several opportunities, including guided fishing trips, trail 
runs, bike rides, wildflower hikes and many more 
outdoor recreational classes.  Take part in out our fly 
tying courses and then take your newly acquired skill to 
the lakes and creeks.  Be sure to visit our website for 
class and hike schedules, www.beechrecreation.org.

Summer Camp is right around the 
corner and registration is open.  We 
had a wonderful summer last year with 
our largest turnout in camp and this 
year is shaping up to be another great 
time!  New field trips, special guests, 
and more outdoor educational
experiences await our campers!  We 

are accepting applications for Camp Buckeye now, 
so be sure to call and get your camper signed up for a 
fun filled summer!
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Staff Spotlight

The Town of Beech Mountain is pleased to announce 
that our Tax Administrator, Rebecca Ward, has received 
her North Carolina Tax 
Collector’s Association 
Certification.  Mrs. Ward attended 
classes at the NC School of 
Government in Chapel Hill, 
completing course work in SOG 
Fundamentals of Property Tax 
Collection and SOG Property Tax 
Listing and Assessing in North 
Carolina in less than two years. 

She will receive her certificate 
and pin at the spring conference of NC Tax
Administrators on May 3, 2017.  Please congratulate 
Mrs. Ward on her great accomplishment.

Town Birthday Celebration

In years past, we have celebrated the towns birthday 
every May 1st in conjuction with Arbor Day.  This year it 
was decided during the Town Council meeting on January 
10th to move the town’s birthday celebration to every five 
years in order to help encourage meaningfulness and 
grow the event.  With the Town turning 36 this year that 
means the Town's big 40th birthday celebration will take 
place May 1, 2021.

This event is open to the 
Beech Mountain public, free 
of charge and a potluck 
style event.  The event has 
been to welcome back our
seasonal residents, host a 
social time for those to 
catch up, meet with town 
departments and hear what has happened during the off 
months and get a glimpse into the future of Beech
Mountain.  The town has also received the Tree City USA 
award at this event, and in order to continue our ongoing 
presence and dedication to our natural habitat, we will 
look to a new event in order to keep our record going.  

BIRTHDAY PARTYBIRTHDAY PARTY
TOWN

Tax Administrator
Rebecca Ward

911 ADDRESS NUMBERING

When responding to an emergency call, every second 
counts.  Please ensure that your home has adequate 
E-911 numbers posted.  The Town of Beech Mountain 
requires the street address for each residence be 
displayed using numbers, at a minimum of 4” tall, that 
contrast with their background.  These numbers must 
be plainly visible from the road.  Where buildings are 
not visible from the road, the street address shall be 
posted to a monument, mailbox or other means that is 
visible from the road and clearly identifies the building. 
It is recommended that these numbers be located near 
the driveway or access to the building.  Numbers 
posted on mailboxes or other monuments that are 
across the road from the building concerned or are 
otherwise located off of the property concerned are not 
adequate, and could cause confusion and delay at a 
critical moment.  

Although it is not a requirement, if your home is a 
rental you might also consider posting the street 
address somewhere visible inside the house, such as 
on the refrigerator.  

Failure to have adequate E-911 Street numbers posted 
is a violation of Town Ordinances and could result in a 
$100 fine.  Help us help you by having a well posted 
E-911 Street Address!
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Our marketing campaign has concentrated on 
Charlotte and Raleigh, as well as key locations in Florida, 
South Carolina and Georgia. We have tracked phone 
calls, website hits, visitors in the Visitor Center and home 
addresses of lodgers to determine the effectiveness of our 
marketing plan.  Occupancy tax over the past three years 
has been increasing, which provides us more income to 
continue marketing and PR efforts for the Town of Beech 
Mountain. 

We are looking forward to a busy summer season with 
lots of music, dances, sports and events sure to please 
everyone. Stop by the Visitor Center to pick up a 
calendar of events, check out the schedule on 
Beechmtn.com, or give us a call at 828-387-9283. Kate, 
Lauren, and Elena would love to hear from you!

Proper Disposal of Your American Flag

Many of us fly the American flag at our homes and 
businesses here on Beech Mountain.  When our flags 
become worn, torn or soiled, they should be retired and 
replaced with a new one.  To assist with the proper 
disposal of an unserviceable American flag, the Beech 
Mountain Fire Department  collects old, worn and soiled 
flags.  They then work with the Boy Scouts of America to 
provide a proper retirement service for this cherished 
emblem of our country. 

If you need to retire a flag, you can first take the flag 
down carefully, making sure that it doesn’t touch the 
ground, and then fold it using the following method: 
Hold the flag waist-high with another person so that it is 
parallel to the ground.  Fold the flag in half width-wise, 
twice – making sure the stars show at all times.  Starting 
from the edge of the flag where the stripes come 
together, make a triangular fold by taking one edge of 
the flag and bringing it towards the other. Repeat this 
triangular fold until a small strip of blue is left and then 
tuck the remaining strip of blue into the triangular shape 
of the flag.  When you are finished, only a blue field of 
white stars should show.  Then drop the flag off at Fire 
Station #1 or the Visitor Center; they will store the flags 
until the next flag-burning ceremony that will be 
conducted by the Boy Scouts in Avery County.

The Beech Mountain Police Department in turn will track 
the medications turned in and take them to local facilities 
to be disposed of appropriately.  When using the drop 

box, please remember 
the following: 1) NO 
NEEDLES are allowed 
to be placed into the 
box, 2) absolutely NO 
LOOSE MEDICATIONS 
(please ensure all 
medications are in their 
original containers or 
“zip-lock” bags, 3) you 
can seal liquid 
medications and 
inhalers into “zip-lock” 
bags and deposit them 
into the box and 4) 
once the medications 
are deposited, you 

cannot get them back.  Our hope is that this will make it 
more convenient for our citizens to dispose of unwanted 
medications and assist in reducing drug related overdoses 
in our area.  The drop box is located inside the main 
entrance of Town Hall at the Police Department 
Communications window.  If you have any questions 
concerning the new drop box, please feel free to contact 
the Police Department at 828-387-2342. 

Grants in the Works

Beech Mountain staff are dedicated to providing our 
residents and visitors outstanding service, promoting 
Beech Mountain as a welcoming mountainous 
community. We are always looking for new and 
better ways to achieve our goals while being cost 
effective and one great way of achieving this is 
through grants. Grant money has helped fund 
projects for each department in the town that 
ultimately comes back to helping us continue the 
growth of the mountain. This spring the town is 
applying for two grants; Recreational Trails Project 
grant, and a Governor’s Crime Commission Grant. 

The Recreation Trails Project grant is for the funding 
of extending the Falls Trail to circle Buckeye Lake 
and pass a newly donated piece of property that will 
eventually have more outdoor recreational 
opportunities on it.  The trail will give users an 
extended route overlooking Buckeye Lake and linking 
the recreation center to the fire pit and picnic area, 
as well as the pavilion.  “I am very excited to apply 
for this grant. This trail is something I have looked at 
for a while and I believe will be a great benefit to our 
trail system. It fits in line with our long term goal and 
also can provide all new outdoor recreational 
avenues for our residents and visitors” says Parks 
and Recreation Director Sean Royall.

In an ongoing effort to provide the very best 
equipment to our officers at little to no cost to the 
Town, the Beech Mountain Police Department has 
applied for a Governor’s Crime Commission Grant in 
the amount of $21,000.00.  This grant is a no-match 
grant meaning that the Town receives this grant at 
no cost to the Town.  The Police Department will use 
this grant for the purchase of in-car video cameras, 
body cameras and in-car radios.  With this grant, 
every officer will have their owned assigned body 
camera, all cars will have vehicle mounted cameras 
with a link that will work in conjunction with all the 
departmental body cameras and will also provide 
radios for two future patrol vehicles.

News from the Beech Mountain Visitor Center

The staff at the Beech Mountain 
Visitor Center is always ready and 
waiting to help visitors and residents 
alike. One full-time and two part-time 
staffers served over 11,600 people 
who came in for information, and 
handled over 4,500 phone calls in 
2016. Spring hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9-5 pm from March 
15-June 1. During the winter season, 
Floridians made up about 40% of 
callers and visitors, while North 
Carolinians made about 39% of both 
categories. South Carolinians 
make up about 10% of callers and 13% 
of visitors, with Georgia close behind, 
and Tennessee and Alabama trailing. 

Water Plant Near Completion
The Buckeye Lake Water Treatment Plant project 
continues into the final stages of construction with 
start-up anticipated around mid-May.  Aside from the 
delay in completion date, the Engineer reports that the 
contractor is continuing to meet quality and workmanship 
standards and is delivering an acceptable work product.

Utilities Director Robert Heaton is looking forward to the 
startup, pointing out that the Town recognized the need 
to replace the existing treatment plant nearly 7 years 
ago.  "Simply continuing to make repairs was not an 
option.  We needed a treatment system that could meet 
regulatory standards that have become increasingly 
stringent over the past 30 years and have the capability 
to continue in that direction over the long haul."  Director 
Heaton added that the startup will have no effect on 
water quality or availability.  Water from the new plant 
will need to meet all water quality standards, and verified 
through the North Carolina Department of Environmental 
Quality, prior to being introduced into the public water 
supply system.

Project Lazarus

The Beech Mountain Police Department has teamed with 
Project Lazarus to offer the citizens of Beech Mountain a 
medication drop box.  Project Lazarus is a public health 
oriented non-profit organization established in 2008 in 
response to extremely high prescription drug overdose 
rates in our area.  Project Lazarus is based out of Wilkes 
County and has been a major factor in the reduction of 
drug overdoses in our area.  Between 2009 and 2011, 
drug overdoses were reduce by 69%. Project Lazarus 
has donated a drug drop box to the Beech Mountain 
Police Department to assist in providing citizens with a 
place to drop off expired and unwanted medications.   

Construction underway on the new water treatment plant
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Medication Box at Town Hall


