
Beech Mountain Town Council

Mayor: E. ‘Rick’ Miller | Vice Mayor: Paul Piquet

Council Members:
Renee Castiglione | Rick Owen | Wendel Sauer

Town Hall Monthly Meeting Schedules
Town Council: 4 pm, second Tuesday 
Planning Board: 9 am, last Tuesday
Tourism Development Authority: 3 pm, first Wednesday
Recreation Committee: 8:30 am, first Thursday
Board of Adjustment: 6 pm, first Tuesday (as needed)
Tree Committee: 10 am, first Monday of each month

Water Plant Construction

The Town of Beech Mountain is currently constructing 
the new ‘Buckeye Lake Water Treatment Plant’ to 
replace the plant built in 1986. The project includes 
installing Dissolved Air Flotation and Rapid Gravity 
Sand Filters in a new filtration building along with 
upgrading the existing finished water reservoir and 
pumping system. The new plant will provide greater 
control of the water treatment process that will ensure 
that the Town is able to comply with  increasingly 
strict water quality regulations in the future. The new 
plant’s capacity of 1 million gallons per day will 
produce enough water to meet the peak demand 
requirements that are projected throughout the 
30-year planning horizon.

Construction kicked off September of 2015 and the 
new plant is scheduled to begin serving the 
community in February 2017. Town Manager, Ed 
Evans, reports that “the construction effort is
progressing on schedule and well within the contract 
price of just under $5 million. Our success on this 
project is the result of a team effort led by our Town 
Council, recognizing the need to make a substantial 
investment in essential infrastructure, the engineer, 
tailoring the technology and design to fit our
community’s water supply system, the utilities staff, 
providing valuable feedback on operational efficiency, 
and the contractor, focusing on delivering a high 
quality water production facility that will serve the 
community for many years to come.”  

Public Works is Working

In between the sputters of the ending of winter, the 
Town of Beech Mountain Public Works Department 
has been busy cleaning roads, ditch lines and 
culverts. Bids were taken for the Road Stabilization 
Project and as of the end of May 4,600 tons of stone 
were put down on various gravel roadways.  
Resurfacing of some of the roadways has already 
begun, and will continue through early June as 
weather permits. The areas that will be resurfaced are 
as follows: Clubhouse Road, the first section of Pine 
Ridge Road, the first section of Lakeledge Road, and 
from the intersection of Tamarack Road and 

Charter Hills Road to 
below the intersection of 
Spring Branch Road and 
Charter Hills Road.  

The Sanitation Crew has 
been cleaning up after a 
busy winter. We have 
ordered and received five 
new dumpster
replacements for the 
Recycling Center. The 
new dumpsters will have heavy metal lids in hopes of 
keeping the bears out of the dumpsters overnight. We 
will have a dumpster that will remain “OPEN” for use, 
which will be visibly marked, but the alternate
dumpsters will have the lids closed and chain locked at 
night. Please help us in the continuing battle of the 
bears vs. the trash and do not put trash bags on top of 
the closed lid dumpsters. Thanks to all for helping us 
keep Beech Mountain green and clean!  

The pot-hole-patching machine is out of hibernation, 
serviced and is in use patching the pot-holes from 
winter. This work is something that is dictated by 
ambient temperature, rain, and the production of 
asphalt at either the Pineola or Boone asphalt plants.
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Public Works Director
Riley Hatch

Beech MountainEAR
Summer July - Sept. 2016

8 2 8 - 3 8 7 - 4 2 3 6
w w w . t o w n o f b e e c h m o u n t a i n . c o m

Greetings from the Manager

For those of you who weathered the winter in Beech 
Mountain, we are glad you stuck it out with us. It was an 
interesting winter for sure. For those of you returning 
from the land without winter, we say welcome too. It is 
good to see everyone flocking back into Beech Mountain 
and getting engaged in activities again.

At the time of this writing, the Council and staff are 
engaged in working out a budget for the upcoming year. 
We are working diligently to meet the needs of the 
Town.

The Town has provided a new way for citizens to report 
problems in Beech Mountain by visiting our towns
website. "Report a Problem" is located on the Town's 
home page on the right side menu. Choose a
department from the drop down options and provide an 
explanation of your Town issue.  The list contains: 
General, Water or Sewer, Garbage or Sanitation, Report 
a Pothole, Road Condition, Nuisance, Parks and
Recreation, and Zoning Issue.  Please do not use this 
method to report an emergency. 

It is always our desire to provide the best level of service 
we can provide to our citizens. We want Beech Mountain 
to get better and better and we want you to be proud of 
your Town. Thanks and welcome back to Beech
Mountain – Eastern America’s Highest Town. 

Lifesaving Actions of
Beech Mountain Personnel

On February 12, 2016 at 10:40 pm, the Beech
Mountain Fire Department was dispatched to a report of 
a subject not breathing. Police Officer Tyler Jones and
Volunteer Fire Lieutenant John Hoffman were the first to 
arrive on scene. The subject was located on the floor in 
a rear bedroom of the home. The patient was found to 
be in respiratory arrest and appeared to be near death.

Lieutenant Max Riley quickly responded within minutes to 
the scene in the Beech Mountain Fire Department’s 
Medical Response vehicle. Quickly, Lieutenant Riley 
began rescue breathing. A 
short time later, Avery 
County EMS arrived on 
scene. Due to the
seriousness of the situation, 
a decision was made to 
rapidly move the subject to 
the ambulance for transport 
to a medical facility. Officer 
Jones, Lieutenant Hoffman 
and Lieutenant Riley helped 
move the subject to the 
ambulance carrying the 
subject through deep snow 
and down several flights of 
stairs to the awaiting
ambulance. During the move 
to the ambulance, they
continued to administer CPR 
on the subject while traveling 
backwards down the stairs 
and through the snow. The 
patient was transported to the local hospital via
emergency response and with Beech Mountain Police 
Department escort in severe winter weather conditions 
where the patient was stabilized and transferred to a 
neighboring city’s trauma center for extensive treatment.

If it were not for the actions of these individuals, it is 
quite certain this individual would not have survived. Due 
to Officer Tyler Jones, Lieutenant John Hoffman and 
Lieutenant Max Riley’s advanced training and ability to 
act under extreme conditions, a life was saved. The 
actions of these men do not only reflect positively on 
them, it also reflects a positive image on the Beech 
Mountain Police Department, Beech Mountain Fire 
Department, and the Town of Beech Mountain! Job well 
done! 

Left to Right:
VFD Lieutenant Max Riley,
Mayor E. 'Rick' Miller, and

VFD Lieutenant John Hoffman

Left to Right:
Mayor E. 'Rick' Miller,

Police Officer Tyler Jones,
Police Chief Shawn Freeman



educational program coupled with a professional 
contribution component. This achievement 
demonstrates both proficiency and a mastery of 
administrative skills critical to good government.

Ms. Broderick attributes her accomplishment to the 
support of Beech Mountain, the strength and
professionalism of the Clerks who comprise the North 
Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks, and the 
resources readily made available through the
University of North of Carolina School of Government.  
Ms. Broderick thanks Beech Mountain for the
opportunity to continue to grow professionally and 
looks forward to future challenges and achievement.

Beech Mountain Celebrates 7 Years of
being a Tree City, USA

    In conjunction with the Town’s 35th 
Birthday celebration on May 1st, 
Beech Mountain also marked
another notable milestone - being
recognized as a Tree City, USA for     

 the 7th year in a row.  Stuart Scott, 
Watauga County Ranger for the 
NC Forest Service was on hand 

to recognize the Town for this 
achievement and officially present our award. Mr. Scott 
praised the Town for its concern for community forest 
health and its appreciation of the benefits that a 
healthy forest brings to the area. He noted that we are 
one of only 80 communities in the State of North 
Carolina that are so designated. 

The Town of Beech
Mountain’s continued 
adherence to these criteria 
is reflective of our town’s 
appreciation for nature and 
the majestic environment 
on our mountain.  

In honor of Arbor Day, the 
Town’s Tree Board and 
other interested citizens 
distributed Norway Spruce 
saplings to attendees, 
along with information and 
literature on topics of 
interest regarding the Community Forest. Local
Arborist Lear Powell led a brief discussion about these 
topics in which he briefly discussed how to identify 
these diseases and what can be done about them. 

Community Notification System

The Town of Beech Mountain is encouraging citizens to 
register for CodeRED. CodeRED is a communication 
service that allows us to quickly notify citizens about 
emergency situations through the choice of a phone call, 
text message and/or email notification. The system is 
capable of sending messages to specific areas in the 
Town that are being impacted or, if need be, the entire 
community.

What kinds of situations will CodeRED be used?
The Town of Beech Mountain will use the CodeRED 
system to notify citizens about emergencies such as: 
severe weather, with severe weather warning
notifications being issued within seconds after being 
issued by the National
Weather Service. Weather 
notifications are issued for the 
immediate threats of severe 
thunderstorm warnings, flash flood 
warnings and tornado warnings. 
Other emergency notifications will include: 
   • BOLOs (Be On Look Out)
   • Utility outage
   • Road closures due to accidents
   • Missing/Lost person
   • Chemical spill or gas leak

How to register by computer or phone:
To register by computer go to the Town’s homepage at 
www.townofbeechmountain.com. To register by phone 
call the Beech Mountain Police Department
non-emergency phone line at 828-387-2342 between 
8:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday - Friday.

Summer Camp and New Events

Camp Buckeye runs from June 20-July 29. We are 
ready for an exciting summer full of outdoor adventures 
from tubing, sailing, climbing, nature 
exploration and education and much 
more. 

Camp is for children ages 5-12. Be 
sure to check out our website 
beechrecreation.org for registration 
and camp itinerary. 

Visitor Center News

The Beech Mountain Visitor Center has been quite busy 
this spring.  We will be open six days a week with half 
day on Sundays through Labor Day. Be sure to check 
our website beechmtn.com, for all the events happening 
across the mountain this summer. 

For those looking for a physical activity, the resort will 
offer yoga on the deck at the Skybar - 5506 each 
Saturday beginning June 4th at 10:30 am. Parks and 
Recreation will hold the First Annual Beech Mountain 
Naturalist Rally will take place on July 2nd and 3rd, with 
numerous experts in the flora, fauna and geology of the 
mountain giving talks, hikes and presentations. The 
Sunday jazz and blues concerts at the Beech Alpen will 
take place on Sundays from 5-9 pm through September 
4th.  Starting July 10th, Fred’s General Mercantile will 
also have a free series of five bluegrass folk concerts on 
Sunday evenings. Dancers of all ages will appreciate the 
free street dances June 25th, July 16th, July 23rd, 
August 6th and August 13th at town hall from 7-9 pm, 
and at the Buckeye Pavilion July 30th from 6-8 pm.  
We’ll have the Mile High 4th of July festivities, with five 
days of events between Banner Elk and Beech
Mountain. The highlight for most Beech Mountain
residents is the 47th Annual Hog Roast, held on
Saturday July 2nd at the Resort’s View Haus. Fireworks 
will go off from the top of the slopes after dark. Sunday 
July 3rd will feature a free afternoon concert by the 
Firecrackers in the Kite Field. July 9th is the Mile High 
Community Yard Sale from 8-12 pm in the Kite Field.

Looking for a way to help out in the town? The Fire 
Department is seeking donations of gently used furniture 
for their booth at the Mile High Yard Sale. Call Debbie 
and Dennis Ferguson (387-3832) or Fred and Betty 
France (387-2197) to arrange pick up.

Town Clerk Earns Master
Municipal Clerk Designation

Beech Mountain is proud to 
announce that Town Clerk and 
Human Resource Officer Jennifer 
Broderick has earned the Master 
Municipal Clerk designation from 
the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks. The Master 
Municipal Clerk program prepares 
participants to perform complex 

municipal duties through a rigorous 

  

The Parks and Recreation department will be 
introducing three new events this summer. 
   • Buckeye Bonfire “A Lakeside Cookout” - June 24th
   • NatuRally Beech Weekend - July 2nd-3rd
   • Luau at the Beech - July 30th

Our fitness schedule has increased with NEW and more
classes for you to enjoy and participate in. 

Back by popular demand is our FREE guided hikes. 
Starting at 9 am on the first and third Thursdays 
through October, these hikes are a great way to see the 
natural beauty of the mountain. Be sure to check out 
our website www.beechrecreation.org to see all the 
information about these events and much more or give 
us a call at 828-387-3003

Fire Hydrant Testing

Each year, the Fire Department 
performs a vital service in the
inspection, testing and lubricating of 
each of the towns 342 fire hydrants. 
This process includes opening the 
hydrant for full flow of water,
measuring and recording the 
amount of water available 

(measured in gallons per minute) for fire fighting 
efforts.

At times the water becomes cloudy for a short period 
of time after testing of the nearby 
fire hydrant, this is due to the 
increased flow within the water 
main stirring up sediments. The 
water is safe to drink and poses 
no health hazards even if it looks a 
little unappetizing. Every attempt is 
made to flush the system of the cloudy water 
when possible. Home owners can help by slowly
running faucets for a few minutes to help clear the 
cloudy water from the homes pipes. The Fire Hydrant 
Inspection Program insures that the system of 
hydrants are working and ready to provide water at a 
moment’s notice in case of a nearby fire. In addition, 
the Fire Insurance premiums paid by each Home 
Owner and Business is determined in part by the 
condition of the fire hydrant system which includes the 
annual inspection and testing.
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