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Homeowner Brush Pick-Up

Most folks come to Beech Mountain because of the 
mountains and the beauty of the trees.  But trees 
grow branches and leaves which break and fall.  
 To assist homeowners with 

maintaining their properties the 
Town offers a curb-side brush and 

bagged leaf pickup known as a “Special 
Pick-Up”.  Each homeowner is permitted   

 four  “Special Pick-Up’s” a year that 
meet Town specifications.  

Scheduled dates of pick-up usually 
take place Thursday of each week.  
When scheduling, please provide 

your street address, number of bags of 
leaves, and/or size of brush to be removed.  The 
Town service is not intended for when an individual or 
company has been hired to do the work to cleanup a 
home owner's yard – the individual or company hired 
should haul away the debris.  Be sure to check with 
staff at Public Works concerning these specifications 
and make arrangements at (828)387-9282.    

  Beech Mountain Town Council

Mayor: E. ‘Rick’ Miller | Vice Mayor: Paul Piquet
Renee Castiglione | Rick Owen | Wendel Sauer

Town Hall Monthly Meeting Schedules
Town Council: 4 pm, second Tuesday 
Planning Board: 9 am, last Tuesday
Tourism Development Authority: 3 pm, first Wednesday
Recreation Committee: 8:30 am, first Thursday
Board of Adjustment: 6 pm, first Tuesday (as needed)
Tree Committee: 10 am, first Monday of each month

Managers Corner, from Ed Evans

It is hard to believe we have the summer season 
behind us and are about to embark upon another 
beautiful season with gorgeous fall leaves (and maybe 
early snowflakes) on our horizon.  Being in and 
enjoying our very unique summer climate is indeed 
something to cherish here in Beech Mountain. 

The Town has been involved in many projects over the 
past few months and many of the projects are 
on-going. We resurfaced and re-graveled roads and 
repainted lines on roads, worked on drainage issues, 
did major work on trails and recreation facilities, dealt 
with substantial clean-up efforts following an unusual 
straight-line wind storm, along with many other 
projects. 

The Town Council is committed to upgrading our water 
system as we continue to look at additional water 
supplies, including searching for ground water within 
approximately a mile or so from Buckeye Lake.  
Currently we are in the middle of a major Water Plant 
Replacement Project which is scheduled to be brought 
on line early in 2017.  Recently we awarded a bid for 
the construction of a water transmission line almost 
two miles long that will upgrade the water system with 
new services lines and fire hydrants. This project 
(approximate $1.55 million) is being paid entirely from 
the Town’s Capital Reserve and Water Reserve, 
requiring no loan. 

As summer winds down, along with fall temperatures 
and leaves, and autumn beauty refreshes us, I have to 
take this opportunity to say thank you to our great 
Beech Mountain town staff who have truly endeavored 
to do as much as they can do to provide excellent 
service to you, our citizens and visitors. Our Town 
Council and staff do truly desire to provide top-notch 
service and aspire to make you proud of where you 
live and play. I also want to say thank you for the 
opportunity to meet so many of you during the 
summer. Our residents, property owners, and staff 
make Beech Mountain unequaled as a town.  I hope 
you appreciate Beech Mountain and our town staff as 
much as I do. If you do, please let them know. Being 
appreciated for a job well-done often does wonders for 
morale. There is something special about being 
appreciated by those in the community you serve.

Flu and Immunization Clinics
on Beech Mountain

The town will be hosting Flu and other 
Immunization Clinics, sponsored by 
Walmart Neighborhood Market 
Pharmacy of Morganton. All clinics will 
be from 10am - 12 pm.

• October 13th - Clinic at Buckeye Rec. Center
• October 20th - Clinic at Town Hall

*Dates and times subject to change.  Con�rm
by calling 828-387-4236.

Beech MountainEAR
October - December. 2016
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Mayor Miller stated that “the award recognizes Manager Evans’ distinguished service and contribution to the 
Town of Beech Mountain and the High Country Council of Governements (Region D) in North Carolina.”  

Region D is comprised of seven counties with a total of twenty-six managers.  On behalf of the Town 
Council, Mayor Miller thanked Manager Evans for his good work for the Town as the audience erupted in a 

round of applause.  

  

Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller paused the September 13, 2016 Town Council meeting to make a very special 
announcement to the community.  Mayor Miller publicized that Beech Mountain’s very own Town Manager, 
Ed Evans, was the recipient of this year‘s prestigious High Country Council of Governments Outstanding 

Local Government Manager of 2016 Award.  

  

Beech Mountain’s Very Own Named 
Outstanding Local Government Manager of  2016

From left to right: Councilman Sauer, Councilwoman Castiglione, Mayor 
Miller, Town Manager Evans, Councilman Owen, Vice Mayor Piquet.



New Controls Help Preserve Beech
Mountain’s Dark Sky

On a clear night, Beech Mountain can be an
incredible place to view the night sky.  However, 
nearby cities such as Boone and Johnson City and 
even our own local streetlights and private lighting 
installations can contribute to glare and an artificial 
glow that can limit the visibility of celestial objects.  
This concept is known as “light pollution,” and its 
effects are being seen nationwide.  Just like water
pollution, air pollution, and other forms of 
contamination, light pollution involves the degradation 
of a valuable natural resource.  But in contrast to 
other forms of pollution, the solution to light pollution 
can be as simple as flipping a switch.  

Beech Mountain has taken a step to do its part 
towards reducing the effects of light pollution.  In 
August, the Town Council passed a new ordinance 
that regulates the installation of outdoor lighting. In 
addition to helping to preserve the dark sky, the 
ordinance also intends to help avoid nuisances 
caused by errant 
lighting applications 
that fail to focus on 
the object or area 
they intend to 
illuminate and rather 
direct that light 
towards the property 
of others or 
imprecisely allow light 
to diffuse into the sky.  The new regulations require 
that all lighting applications be shielded and aimed 
downward or be focused on the house or landscaping 
object they intend to illuminate.  The ordinance also 
limits the intensity of new 
streetlight applications.  

Whether it is the long range mountain vistas or a look 
up into the night sky, views are important to Beech 
Mountain. Our is hoped that these regulations will help 
to protect that view of the night sky and enable you to 
see the stars on those clear mountain nights.  

Please contact the Planning and Inspections 
Department with questions about the new ordinance 
and its application.  

Parks and Recreation in the Fall

All of us at Beech Mountain Parks and Recreation 
Department are excited to see the fall season rolling in 
on the mountain.  With the change of seasons also 
comes new events and programs.  We will have 
outdoor programs, craft classes, and a new hayride to 
Banner Elk Winery.  Our fitness classes will continue 
five days a week.  Here is a list at our fall special 
events:

     Sip and Paint (9/29) – An instructional 
painting class while enjoying a glass of wine and the 
company of others. This will be a fun night out for 
couples, friends and neighbors. Call to RSVP as seats 
are limited.

     Leaf Looker Hayride (10/8) – This hayride will 
leave from Buckeye Recreation center and stroll 
through heavily wooded roads, taking in all the colors of 
autumn. Be sure to enjoy some homemade apple cider 
by our 150 year old antique cider press.

     Hayride to Winery (10/15) – Enjoy a cruise from 
Town Hall down to Banner Elk Winery, where we will 
have a wine tasting and tour the vineyard. Be sure to 
RSVP for this!

     Halloween Party and Trail-or-Treat (10/28) – Kids, 
are you ready to become a real life Ghostbuster? Join 
us for a fun night of Halloween games and an 
interactive haunted house where you will get to be the 
Ghost Buster. Trick or Treating and party will be at 
Buckeye Recreation Center this year.

     Holiday Market (11/26) – Be sure to get your 
Christmas shopping done early at our Holiday Market. 
Great crafts, soaps, pottery, and other wonderful 
handmade items for sale.

To subscrbe to our monthly e-newsletter, “The Buckeye 
Buzz,” call us at (828)387-3003, and for more 
information on events be sure to visit us online at
www.beechrecreation.org

Beech Mountain Police Enhance
Community Policing

The Beech Mountain Police Department is committed to 
providing superior service to our citizens.  In order to 
better serve our community, we have implemented an 
enhanced community policing plan. This plan includes 
better police/citizen communication which will improve 
rapport with our citizens and ensure no barriers exists 
between the public and Police Department staff. 

One step taken to achieve our goal is the assignment 
of a community officer to each section of the Town. 
Officers Daniel Dellinger and 
Jonathan Hill will be our 
Town’s Community Officers.  
They are going door to door 
introducing themselves and 
passing out their contact 
information.  These two 
officers will be a great point 
of contact for any concerns, 
questions, or comments on 
how we can better serve you 
(any officer can be that point 
of contact).  The second 
step is to hold community 
meetings between the Police 
Department and the citizens.  We have held three 
“Coffee with a Cop” events to date at the following 
locations;  Fred’s General Mercantile; Famous Fast 
Eddie’s; and the Famous Brick Oven. At these events 
we have tried to educate the public on the services we 
offer, our mission, our goals, and the future path of the 
Police Department.  We will be having more of these 
events and hope everyone will come out and spend 
time with our officers. We look forward to building our 
existing relationships as well as forming new ones.  We 
are here to serve our citizens!

Please follow us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/beechmountainpolice

Bill ‘Waldo’ Watson Honored

The Town Council of 
Beech Mountain along 
with the audience at the 
September 13, 2016 
meeting provided a 
standing ovation for long 
time Beech Mountain 
resident Bill ‘Waldo’ 
Watson as he received 
his proclamation.  Mr. 
Watson was recognized, 
through a proclamation 
adopted by Town Council 
at their August 9, 2016 

meeting, for his honorable service to the Nation and our 
community as a Veteran of the Vietnam War.     

  

Historical Society Accepting Photo Entries for 
2018 Annual Calendar 

Take great pictures? Know 
someone who does? The Beech 
Mountain Historical Society 
publishes an annual Beech 
Mountain Calendar using photos 
of the mountain.  Each photo that 
marks a month in the year 
identifies the contributing 
photographer’s name.  Make your 

photo part of the 2018 Annual Calendar selection process! 

Photos are currently being accepted electronically at 
beechhistory@yahoo.com.  All photo submittals are 
required to be images of Beech Mountain, 7 ½” x 10” in 
dimension, 300 dpi, and in PDF format.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to show us your best shot! 

In the time being help preserve the history on Beech 
Mountain with a $5.00 donation to the Beech Mountain 
Historical Society in return for their 2017 Beech Mountain 
Calendar.  2017 calendars are available from Historical 
Society Members, the Historical Society Museum, 
Buckeye Recreation Center, and the Beech Mountain 
Chamber of Commerce. 

News from the Beech Mountain
Visitors Center

October will bring a wave of 
visitors as the leaves turn in the 
High Country.  To enhance local 
events, such as Woolly Worm 

Weekend, some businesses are 
planning activities on the mountain 
to coincide with these types of 
events to enhance the overall 

experience of those that travel to 
our area.  New strategies continue to 

be developed for activities, packages, and promotions 
that will bring in more guests, resulting in more tourism 
dollars for the town as well as potential homebuyers.  

For more information about what’s going on in your 
community, the Chamber of Commerce or the 
Tourism Development Authority call us at (828)387-9283, 
or stop by and see us. You’re always welcome at the 
Beech Mountain Visitors’ Center.

  

From left to right: Bill ‘Waldo’ Watson
Mayor E. ‘Rick’ Miller
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